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Foreword

A Message From the Superintendent

In 1995, the Indiana General Assembly passed IC 20-10.1-4-4.5. The law called for the
Department of Education to devel op acomprehensive plan of good citizenship instruction. This Partners
for Good Citizenship, aresource guide for citizenship education, is part of our response to that directive.

The law specifically stated the topicsto be included, and we have addressed those in this guide.
They are presented in the poster on page ix ready for teachers to use in their classrooms.

These days, we hear a great deal about the importance of teaching “the basics.” When we hear
that term, we understand that “the basics’ means reading and writing, as well as the basic operations of
mathematicsincluding: addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division. Theimportanceof “thebasics’ is
so apparent that educators regard it amost as a given and may not reemphasi ze how necessary basic
knowledgeisto al learning. We sometimes take it for granted that everyone knows that.

In order to achieve in today’s world, we know that it takes more than “the basics.” Students must
know how to apply “the basics.” Thisis absolutely necessary for our young people to be successful in life.
We also may take it for granted that our children will come to school prepared to be good citizens.
Unfortunately, that is not always so. The high incidence of little time being spent at home on learning good
citizenship has contributed to this, as has the lessening of standards by the media, among other things.

Given that, agood educational foundation has never been so important asit istoday. American
democracy cannot endure without an educated populace. In order to have good citizens, we must have
good students. The early leaders of our country knew that. It was Thomas Jefferson who initally
proposed a system of free public elementary schools believing them to be essential to the continuation of a
demoacratic form of government. Jefferson wrote, “If a nation expects to be ignorant and free, in a state of
civilization, it expects what never was and never will be.” In similar vein, James Madison once said,
“Popular government without education is the prologue to afarce or atragedy.”

It isimportant that we teach about our heroes. We can all be encouraged by the stories of great
men and women who have gone before us. Children can gain so much by learning that most of those we
admire have faced adversity—even made mistakes—and, yet, they have persevered. | have read
extensively about George Washington and Abraham Lincoln, among others. The stories about the honesty,
courage, and integrity they demonstrated are an inspiration. These men, along with other founders of our
freedom and our democratic society, are excellent role models for our students. Stories of these two
presidents might very well be agood place to begin teaching good citizenship. With them, we can answer
the question, “Who are we as a nation?”’

If our students are taught the importance of a good education and good citizenship, there remains
the hope of retaining a strong democracy. There are many ways to integrate the tenets of good citizenship
into every academic area. Using this guide will help teachers encourage the principles upon which this
great nation was founded. | urge you to use it often and well.

Dr. Suellen Reed
Superintendent of Public Instruction
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| ntroduction

Good Citizenship Instruction: (IC 20-10.1-4-4.5)

In 1995, the IndianaGenera Assembly passed |egidation requiring public schoolstointegrate
“good citizenship instruction” intothecurrent curriculum. Good citizenshipinstructionis
described asinstruction that emphasi zesthe nature and importance of :

Being honest and truthful.

Respecting authority.

Respecting the property of others.

Alwaysdoing one' s personal best.

Not stedling.

Possessing the skillsnecessary to live peaceably in society and not resorting to

violenceto settledisputes.

Taking persond responsbility for obligationstofamily

and community.

Taking persond responsibility for earning alivelihood.

Treating otherstheway onewould want to betreated.

0. Respectingthenational flag, the Constitution of the United States, and the Constitu-
tion of thestate of Indiana.

11. Respecting on€e sparentsand home.

12. Respectingone'sslf.

13. Respectingtherightsof othersto havetheir ownviewsandreligiousbeliefs,

SUukrwNhE

~

= ©

Thismandateissimilar tolegidation passed previoudy in 1937 and 1975. Itincorporatesthe
ideasof earlier legidation and expressesthe continuing concern of the IndianaGeneral Assembly
for thedevel opment of good citizens. It a so servesasareminder that citizenship educationisone
of themajor responsibilities of the public schools, and it callsupon school personne to renew their
effortsto help students become good citizens. (See the Resources section for the compl ete text of
IC 20-10.1-4-4.5.)
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The purpose of Partnersfor Good Citizenshipisto assist school personnel inintegrating
citizenship ingtruction into their own curriculaasrequired by thelegidation. Thisresourceguide
provides SampleL essonsfor every gradefrom Kindergarten through Grade 12. Each
interdisciplinary lessonisrelated to oneor more of the aspects of good citizenship citedin1C 20-
10.1-4-4.5 and providesideasfor teaching strategies and activitiesthat can be adapted to arange
of learning needs.

Thelessonsdo not constitute an addition to the curriculum. Instead, they provideaway to
integrate citizenship instruction with the skillsand knowledgethat areimportant to language arts,
socia studies, finearts, career education, and other areas of aschool's curriculum. Partnersfor
Good Citizenship a so emphasi zestheimportance of working with parentsin citizenship
instruction. For thisreason, each lessonincludesideasfor keeping in contact and working with
students families. Thelessonsa so emphasize activelearning and community-based experiences.

L essonsare often based upon literature asaway of encouraging theformation of positive
ideas and exhibiting appropriate behavior. Becausegood literature providesanimportant resource
for teaching citizenship, Partnersfor Good Citizenship includesaBibliography of Literaturefor
Elementary, Middle School, and High School Studentsto help teachers, parents, and
librariansasthey devel op and expand their citizenship education programs. Theseliterature
selectionswere provided by Indianateachersand mediaspecialists. Their inclusion doesnot
constitute an endorsement or arecommendation by the I ndiana Department of Education.
Teacher sand media specialists, wor king closely with parentsand other member sof the
community, should evaluateall literatur e selectionscar efully to deter minewhether abook
meetsthespecificinstructional needsof their ssudentsand the standar dsof thelocal
community.

Partnersfor Good Citizenship also providesalist of SampleProgramsand
Resour cesfor Citizenship Instruction. Theseareprogramsthat are currently inusein Indiana
schoolsand classrooms. In each case, aname and phone number for alocal contact personare
listed so that teachersand administratorswho areinterested in aprogram or resource can contact
aprogram organizer or alocal educator who has had direct experiencewith aresourceand can
comment uponitseffectiveness.

Schools, Parents, and Communities: Pariners for
Citizenship Education

Partnersfor Good Citizenshipisaresourceguide. Itisnot acompletecurriculumfor
citizenship education, and it isnot intended to take the place of the many excellent local programs
now being carried out in Indianaschoolsand communities. Instead, itisintended to enhancethose
programsand provide school sthat do not have active programswith useful information and
materialsto helpimplement aprogram. Themajor purpose of thisguideisto provide assistanceto
Indianaschools, working with parentsand community members, asthey develop their own
citizenship educationinitietives.
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In carrying out research for the development of Partnersfor Good Citizenship, the
I ndiana Department of Education convened focusgroupsin eight communitiesacrossthe state
during the summer of 1996. Over 400 parents, teachers, community members, and students
participated inthisprocess.

TheIndianaDepartment of Education also conducted aseriesof 12 town meetings
between August 9 and October 22, 1996. The purpose of these meetings, which were attended
by 601 persons, wasto provideaforumfor local community membersto identify concernsand
indicate how the Department canimproveitsserviceto schoolsand communities. Amongthe
topicsdiscussed at every town meeting were student disciplineand citizenship.

Ingenerd, citizensprovided thefollowing perspectiveson citizenshipingtruction:

1.

Parentsbelievethat schoolsshould reinforcetheir effortsto teach good citizenship.
Citizenship educationisseen asajoint effort or “ partnership” including the home, the
school, and thecommunity. All of ussharearesponsbility for teaching, modeling,
and practicing good citizenship.

Citizenship educationismogt effectivewhenitisintegrated into thetotal school
program, from Kindergarten through Grade 12, including classroom instruction,
extracurricular activities, discipline policies, student government, career educa-
tion, and life experiences. The climate of the school isvery important in shaping
the way students practice citizenship.

Citizenship should betaught through intentiond, practical, and redl-life experiences.
Student involvement in school and community lifeand serviceto the community are
seen asimportant by al membersof thefocusgroups. Good citizenship effortsat
home, school, and in the community should be positively recognized and reinforced.
All studentsare capabl e of practicing good citizenship, and al studentsshould be
recognized when they succeed.

Adultsserveasimportant role model sin shaping students' perceptionsand visionsof
citizenship. Childrenandyoung peoplearekeenly aware of adult attitudesand
behaviorsand depend upon good role model sasthey devel op citizenship habitsand
practices.

A number of Indianaschoolsand communitiesare currently engagedin citizenship
programsand activities. Focusgroup participants spoke proudly of theselocal
initiatives. Participantsalso cited problemsand needsintheareaof citizenship
education. Citizenship educatorsat al levelsneed opportunitiesto increasetheir
knowledge, skills, and resources.

Partnersfor Good Citizenship isintended to assist schoolsasthey work to do their partinthe
total effort to help students becomeknowledgable, caring, and responsiblecitizens.

XiX



Citizenship Education - A School-Wide Initiative:

Theideasexpressed by Indianaparents, teachers, and community membersareaso
shared by citizenship educators. Experiencewith citizenship education programsindicatesthat
citizenshipingtructionismost effectivewhenitisintegrated into the curriculum of the school andis
part of acontinuous, school-wideeffort. Citizenship education and academiclearning areclosely
intertwined and should make use of activeteaching and learning strategies, such ascooperative
learning, problem solving, and experience-based projects. In planning and carrying out thistype of
instruction and interacting with sudentson adaily basis, individua classroomteacherscanhavea
significant, postiveinfluenceonthelivesof children and young people.

These effortsare multiplied many timeswhen thetota environment of the school supports
and reinforcesthe citizenship learninginitiated in the classroom. For thisto take place, al members
of theschool staff must beinvolved inlearning about and taking responsibility for citizenship
education. All adultsinthe school community, teachers, administrators, custodians, cafeteria
workers, secretaries, busdrivers, and othersare potential rolemodelsfor students. Thevarious
aspectsof the school program, including discipline policies, assessment procedures, relationships
with parentsand community members, and the management of the school’sphysical environment
provideopportunitiesfor citizenshiplearning.

When aschool makesgood citizenship part of everyday life, studentsfrom diverse
backgrounds can see themsel ves as members of acommunity wherethey have awiderange of
opportunitiesto behave respons bly and put the citizenship skillsthey arelearninginto practice.
Thispracticetakes placenot only inthe classroom, but aso in the ha lways, playing fieldsand
playgrounds, cafeterias, and school buses. Schoolswith proactive citizenship programsprovide
studentswith avariety of waysto act upon their commitment to school and community through
service-learning projects, career and job awarenessactivities, and other real- life experiences.

By organizing acomprehensive program and following through on aconsistent basis, all
membersof the school community can do many creative and innovative thingsto promote good
citizenship. Asoneteacher working onthisguide hassaid: “ Good citizenshipisnot just aset of
lessons. Itispart of everything wedo, every day.”
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Suggestionsfor School-WideActivities

I dentify agroup of teachers, parents, students, and community memberswho will
lead the devel opment of citizenship goalsand activities.

Provideteacher inservice on citizenship instruction and resources.

Display posters, Signs, banners, and other reminders of the qualitiesof good citizen-
ship.

Display quotesor themesrelated to citizenship in prominent placeswithin the build-
ing.

Promoteessay contestsor creativewriting assgnmentsrel ated to citizenship.

Help students plan aletter writing project to other studentsacrossthe nation, state,
or community to discover how peoplearealikeand different, but still Americans.
Involve studentsin planning aservice-learning project to promote community respon-
shility.

Encourage classroomsto el ect student council memberswho helpto plan citizenship
activities. Reinforcetheideaof how alegidatureworks.

Help students plan aservice project for ahospital or asenior citizen home.

Plan arecycling program by collecting newspapers, cans, or plastic bottlesand
donate the money to acharity.

Work with studentsto devel op aspecific plan to wel come new students and other
gueststo your school community.

Encourage students to develop a school motto or creed that promotes citizen-
ship.

School AdministratorsCan:

Spearhead school-wide events and promote engaging instructiona strategies.
Promote policies related to good citizenship habits and school climate: in the
hallways, in the cafeteria, on the bus, in the rest rooms, in the classroom, in the
mediacenter, in schoolwideassemblies, and during recess.

Maintainaspecia bulletin board of "good citizens," including student pictures, that
changesweekly, monthly, or by grading periods.

Provide certificates for good citizenship based on qualitiesthat have been
identified by teachersand students.

Involved teachersin school-wideactivitiespromoting school unity in citizenshipand
cultural awarenessprograms. Assist art, music, and physical educationteachersas
they help students:

*  Devedopdisplaysand exhibitson varioustopicsor themes.

*  Learnpatriotic songsand songsfrom variouscultures.

*  Wiriteaschool song that promotes school pride and good citizenship.

*  Learngamesand dancesfrom various cultures and engagein cooperation and

farplay.
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e Hdpplanchora celebrations, folk dancefestivals, international days, or game
dayswhen students, parents, and community membersshare cultural activities.

e Maintain close contactswith parentsand community membersto make surethat
theschool citizenship programisajoint effort.

Individual TeachersCan:

Make good citizenship part of the classroom curriculum every day in every subject.
Incorporate school-widecitizenship activitiesinto daily lessonsand plan specid
classroom activities.

Adapt citizenship experiencesto the needsof dl learners.

K eep aclass scrapbook of stories, events, newsclippings, and picturesrelated to
citizenship.

Plan tours to city, county, or state offices and to the state capitol.

Record sitesinyour community that display the American or Indianaflags. Makea
graphor chart of thekinds of placesthat display theflags.

Help students devel op vocabulary skillsby identifying and discussing words
used in classroom activities or found in various materials read in the classroom.
Such words might include:

determination sf-discipline courtesy love
responsibility conviction effort caring
peacemaking patience initiative friendship
self-motivation justice humility teamwork
compassion truthfulness commitment trust
kindness fairness liberty sincerity
honesty confidence freedom pride

loyalty perseverance integrity respect
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*  Celébrate holidays and events and plan instruction that relatesto responsible
citizenship and to understanding diverse cultures of Indianares dents.
»  Havestudentsresearch the history and significance of these celebrations.

Events

Labor Day

CitizenshipDay

Nationa Hispanic HeritageMonth
ColumbusDay

VeteransDay

Native American HeritageMonth
Thanksgiving
KwanzaCelebration
Emancipation Day

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
Brotherhood Month
AbrahamLincoln’'sBirthday
Frederick Douglass Birthday
Black History Month

George Washington'sBirthday
Presdent'sDay
Women'sHistory Month

Law Day

Memorid Day

Election Day (Primary)

Election Day (Generd)

FlagDay
I ndependence Day

Dates

First Monday in September

September 17

September 15 - October 15

Second Monday in October

November 11

November

Fourth Thursday in November

December 26 - January 1

January 1

Third Monday in January

February

February 12

February (date unknown)

February

February 22

Third Monday in February

March

May 11

Last Monday inMay

First Tuesday inMay (in General
Election years)

First Tuesday in November

June 14

July 4
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Everyone Can Develop Activitiesthat Promote:

Responsibility:

for supplies

for homework
for grades

for behavior
tobearolemodel
for younger students
for work in coop-
erativelearning
activities

to be honest

to do your best

Respect for Self and
OthersThrough:

proper speech (no
profanity)

good manners

cleanliness

orderliness

settling conflicts peacefully
gaining respect without
threats of intimidation

or violence

notinterrupting

Respect for:

classmates
adultsin authority
the ideas of others
parentsand family
beongings
property

equipment

Being Prepared by:

being agood listener
beingontime
havingmaterids
dressing for thewesather
having projectsand
assignmentsontime
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Citizenship Education for Students with Diverse
Learning Needs

Citizenship educationisessentia for al students. Theinstructional approachesusedin
teaching citizenship must include the appropriate accommodati onsfor meeting theindividual needs
of students. Anaccommodationisachangein materialsor proceduresthat enables studentsto
participatein away that measurestheir abilitiesrather thantheir disabilities. Inorder to be
effective, theinstructiona approachesused in teaching citizenship must accommodate the different
needsof students.

Studentswith disabilitieshave an I ndividualized Education Plan (IEP) that includes
recommended accommodationsfor the student. The student's special education teacher can
provideinformation included inthe | EP. Partnersfor Good Citizenshipisnot designedto
providethe necessary individualized teaching strategiesfor students. Instead, it providessome
genera suggestionson how activities can be modified, and students accommodated, for awide
rangeof learning needs.

1. Teachersshould beginat thebuildingleve with other teachersat their gradelevel
who may have suggestionson how to helpindividua studentsbecomeinvolvedin
citizenship activities. For example, if teachershave studentswho need specific
accommodationsdueto visual impairments, contact thelocal teacher of thevisualy
impaired for assistance.

2. Coordinate needsfor additional materialsacrossthe curriculum. For example,
if teachersdecideto record some of thewritten material ontape, they might recruit
the assistance of capable, older studentsfor thetask aspart of aservice-learning
project. (Makesurethey use high-quality tapes.)

3. Itisimportant toincorporate asmany sense modditiesinto thelessonsaspossible.
Thisenablestheteacher totapinto the preferred |earning mode of many students,
becauseteachingismorethantelling, and learning ismorethan listening. Some
examplesincludetheuseof pictures (including photographs) as visua cuesand role
playing to serve askinesthetic, auditory, and visua cues.

4. Adapting Curriculum& Instruction in Inclusive Classrooms: A Teacher’s Desk
Reference (Deschenes, Ebeling, Sprague, 1994) recommendsthefollowing nine
bas c waysto accommodate instruction for meeting thelearning needs of aspecific

Student:

SZE Adapt the number of itemsthat thelearner isexpected
tolearn or completeat any onetime.

TIME Adapt thetimeallotted and alowed for learning, task
completion, or testing.

INPUT Adapt theway theinstructionisdelivered to thelearner by

using more than one sense modality.
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OUTPUT Adapt how the student can respond to instruction.

DIFFICULTY Adapt theskill level, problem type, or theruleson how
thelearner may approach thework.

PARTICIPATION Adapt theextent towhich alearner isactively involved
inthetask.

ALTERNATEGOALS Adapt thegoalsor outcomeexpectationswhileusing
thesamematerids.

LEVEL OF SUPPORT  Increasetheamount of personal assistancewitha
specificlearner.

SUBSTITUTE Providedifferent instruction and materialstomeet a
MATERIALS sudent'sindividua goals.

Additional resourcesfor accommodating teaching materialsand strategiesto meet alearner’s
needs may be obtained from:

ThelndianaDepartment of Education
Divisonof Specia Education

Room 229, State House
Indianapolis, Indiana46204-2798
317-232-0570

Indiana Educationa Resource Center
IndianaSchooal for theBlind

7725 North College Avenue
Indianapolis, Indiana46240
317-232-0587 1-800-833-2198

Indianal ngtitute on Disability and Community
IndianaUniversty

2853 East Tenth Street

Bloomington, Indiana47408-2601
812-855-6508

Recordingfor the Blindand Dydexic
20 Roszel Road

Princeton, New Jersey 08540
609-452-0606 - Registration Phone
1-800-221-4792 - Customer Service
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