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Part 1 ISTEP+

Sample Items:

The following items are samples, designed for use with

• teachers, as part of professional development, and 

• students, to familiarize them with items aligned to 
the college-and-career-ready 2014 Indiana 
Academic Standards.



There are two types of ELA 
sections found in Part 1 of 
ISTEP+: 

• A nonfiction or literature passage with 
constructed-response questions 

• A nonfiction or literature passage or passage 
pairing with a writing prompt



Item Information



Passages



Constructed-Response Item

Explain how the coincidence described in 
Paragraph 10 contributes to Reagan’s 
purpose of the speech. Support your 
answer with details from the speech.



Constructed-Response Item: 
Example Answer

Both Francis Drake and the crew of the Challenger 
lost their lives exploring new frontiers. Drake’s 
frontier was the sea, while the crew explored 
space. This comparison supports the purpose of 
the speech by recognizing that their sacrifice in the 
pursuit for knowledge will impact future 
generations.  As Reagan says earlier in the 
speech, “The Challenger crew was pulling us into 
the future, and we’ll continue to follow them.”



Writing Prompt
You have read an excerpt from Frankenstein, in which the 
reader learns about the creature through his own words. 
Using details from the excerpt, write an essay explaining 
how the creature’s point of view impacts how the reader 
understands and relates to him as a character. 
Be sure to include
• an explanation of the importance of point of view in this 

excerpt
• a description of what the reader learns about the creature 

through his own words, observations, and actions  
• an introduction, a body and a conclusion to your essay



Resources
http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment/istep-grade-10

•Item Sampler
•Released Items and Scoring Notes
•Rubrics
•Guidelines to Applying the Rubrics
•Editing Checklists

http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment/istep-grade-10


Questions
•Please contact Erin Thompson for questions 
related to English/Language Arts assessments at 
ethompson@doe.in.gov.

•For other questions, please contact the Office of 
Student Assessment by calling (317) 232-9050 or 
via email at INassessments@doe.in.gov.

mailto:bethompson@doe.in.gov
mailto:istep@doe.in.gov
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