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Introduction

The ISTEP+ Spring 2016 test was administered to Indiana students in Grades 3-8 and 10. The test
included two parts: Part 1 was given in March, and Part 2 took place in late April and early May.
Part 1 contained Applied Skills test questions (also referred to as open-ended items) that were hand
scored by trained evaluators, and Part 2 was machine scored. Scores for Part 1 and Part 2 are
combined to generate a studentodés total score.

Test results, as well as images of the Applied Skills student responses, are available online, and
schools are expected to discuss results with parents and students. As a springboard for these
conversations and to serve as a resource for teachers, the Indiana Department of Education has
created this document, which consists of the following:

A a brief description of the types of questions on the test
a short summary of scoring rules utilized by the trained evaluators

A
A a copy of the rubricsd or scoring guidesd used by evaluators to score student responses
A

a copy of the released Applied Skills questions ( ir el easedo0 means t he i
the web and are no longer secure; therefore, the released test items can be discussed and
used with students as future practice items)

A anchor papersd or sample student responsesd used by evaluators to distinguish between
score points

Notes:

U The Part 1 open-ended questions are released when test results are made available.

a1t is important to keep in mind that the majo
Part 2. Since Part 2 items are secure and are not released, they are not included in this
document.
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Question Types

This document addresses questions from ISTEP+ Part 1. Students demonstrate their knowledge and
understanding by responding to items that are open-ended, providing written responses in a short-
answer or essay-type format.

Part 1 consists of the following test question types: Constructed-Response (CR), Extended-Response
(ER), and a Writing Prompt (WP). Item types vary by subject area. Math, Science, and Social
Studies include CR and ER items. English/Language Arts includes CR and WP test questions.

Scoring

The questions on ISTEP+ Part 1 are scored by evaluators who must have a four-year college degree
and pass a series of qualifying tests. Prior to scoring student responses, evaluators receive
extensive training to ensure that student responses are scored accurately and consistently.

For Part 1 of ISTEP+, each question is scored according to a rubric, or scoring guide. Rubrics clearly
define the requirements for each score point. A set of student responses representing all of the score
points on a rubric are selected as samplesd called anchor papersd and are used as clear examples
of specific score points. Anchor papers are presented within this document.

| STEP+ 1L.Pabntgl i sh/ Language

Score

Question Typg Report| Scoring M
Catego

ConstrRedpanse Readin 2Pt. CR R

(Grad&s)B

6-pt . Writi
(Grad&s)b
Writing Promgp Wroit i 4-p tGr ammar
Usade br i
(Gradé&s)b
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st udent OGable to ke sgorednisiseassigrsed ana of the following condition codes:

Blank/No Response/Refusal

lllegible

Written predominantly in a language other than English

Insufficient response/Copied from text

Response not related to test questions or scoring rule (not applied to
Mathematics questions)

mooOm>

More information is available regarding assessment topics on the Office of Student Assessment
homepage at http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment.
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English/Language Arts
Constructed-Responses

Session One, English/Language Arts, contains a reading comprehension task. This task allows the
students to demonstrate their understanding and comprehension of nonfiction or literary text. The
reading comprehension task consists of one passage and three constructed-response (CR)
guestions. Because this is a reading comprehension task, all of the information students need to
answer the questions correctly is contained in the text. All responses should be based on information
from the text and will be scored for reading comprehension only. The following pages display the CR
guestions.

An example of a top-score response is provided for each CR question. The top-score response
demonstrates a performance that exceeds the expectations of what is required to receive two points.
The top-score response contains multiple pieces of text-based information and support drawn from
the reading passage that accompanied the item, many elements of which students typically use in
their responses to receive two points.

Each CR question is followed by sample student responses, called anchor papers. The anchor
papers are accompanied by explanations of the score points received.

English/ Language Arts
2-point Constructed-Response (CR) Rubric

2 points Proficient
The response fulfills all the requirements of the task. The information given is text-based
and relevant to the task.

1 point Partially Proficient
The response fulfills some of the requirements of the task, but some of the information
may be too general, too simplistic, or not supported by the text.

0 point Not Proficient

The response does not fulfill the requirements of the task because it contains
information that is inaccurate, incomplete, and/or missing altogether.
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Passage

Directions
Read the story "Maude’s Story.” Then answer the questions.

Maude’s Story

1 "Care for another?” Marcel asked, bustling off before I could even offer a
distracted nod in response, He knew my habits well and could be reasonably
certain that I'd stick around for another cup of coffee or two. Or five. He was a
much better waiter than I had any right to expect, actually. I occupied the
same table five days out of six for hours at a time, alternately scribbling like a
madman and staring off into space. I would have thought he'd rather wait on a
steady stream of ordinary people than on one wild-eyed writer, but he seemed
to like me well enough.

2 I started coming to Proust’s about a year ago to sit on the cramped patio, sip
mediocre coffee, and soak up the universe. People-watching, they call it, and
it's what I do when I need inspiration. I'm fairly successful as writers go—not a
household name, necessarily, but my books sell well enough to make a tidy
income. [ attribute that success to the people-watching habit ['ve cultivated
over the years. The activity is more or less what its name implies. I sit
someplace where I have a view of the city’s foot traffic and watch the to-ing
and fro-ing of the local populace. When a particularly interesting
individual walks by, I make up a background story. Where is that woman going
in such a hurry? Why does that man look so angry? Occasionally, these little
tales of mine develop into full-grown stories, and the angry man who walked
by me one day becomes a character in my next novel.

3 I had been frequenting the café long enough that Marcel and I had reached
about our hundredth cup of coffee, When he returned with it, he asked what
brought me to the café so often. I told him about my writing and, after some
more questions on his part, about people-watching. The next day he surprised
me by pointing to a woman who was standing across the street and asking,
"What's her story?”

4 T hesitated a moment, finding myself reluctant to share this part of
my world with someone. Though I catch only flashes of them as they walk
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past, the people I observe are part of my own story. My writing is the most
important aspect of my life. These people who stroll by, oblivious to my
writer's gaze, are more than my muses. They are my friends, my family.

5 "Well,” I began slowly, "her name’s Maude. You see how she’s clutching that
map like a life preserver? She’s new to the city, and she’s lost.”

6 “She looks pretty upset, too,” Marcel added, surprising me further with this
unprompted addition to my story.

7 “Yes. That's because she's on her way to meet someone, and she's running
late.”

8 "Who's she meeting?”

9 “An old friend, actually. They'd lost touch over the years, but the rise of social
media reunited them. Virtually, at least. This will be the first time they've seen
each other in person in more than a decade, and Maude is nervous.”

10 "Why's she nervous? I thought they were friends,” Marcel prompted me.

11 “"Maude isn't really used to being around people anymore,” I elaborated. "She
works from home, and when she wants to talk to friends or family, she just
uses her phone or computer, Face-to-face interaction has become something of
a foreign concept to her.”

12 “That sounds like a lonely way to live.”

13 "Yes, she’s been very lonely. But she won't realize it until she sees this friend
of hers.”

14 “She’s going to make the meeting after all, then?” Marcel was beginning to
sound interested in Maude’s story.

15 "I can't tell you that. I haven't written it yet,” I replied. Perhaps frustrated with
my incomplete plot, Marcel offered me only the ghost of a smile before leaving
to attend to another customer.

16 From that point forward, Marcel would pause at my table for a few moments
every day to ask for somebody’s story. Despite my initial reluctance, I began
to enjoy telling him my tales; it was like sharing a secret with a friend.

17 "Why is that man wearing a suit with sneakers?” Marcel would ask.
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18 I would lean forward, whispering conspiratorially, "He overslept this morning
and had to get dressed in a hurry, He won't realize what kind of shoes he's
wearing until the middle of an important meeting with a client this afternoon.”

19 One day I was in the middle of a story about the woman across the street with
an outrageously large hat when my phone buzzed, signaling a text message. |
spared it a quick glance, then rolled my eyes and turned it face down on the
table. Marcel looked at me with raised eyebrows, a slight question written on
his face.

20 "Some friends of mine are getting together for dinner tonight, and they've
been bugging me to join them. I've told them a dozen times I can’t. I have too
much work to do.”

21 “You barely set your pen down all day while you're here,” he pointed out.
“Surely you can spare a couple of hours away from the old ball and chain.”

22 "I'm working on something I think could be really good, though. You
remember our friend Maude? It's her story.”

23 Marcel just shook his head, smiling slightly. If I hadn't known better, I would
have said there was a shadow behind that smile—one that looked suspiciously
like pity.

24 1 didn't meet my friends for dinner that night, or for lunch the next weekend. I
turned my phone to silent, and as the days passed I didn't even notice when it
stopped ringing altogether. I wrote furiously every day at Proust’s and late into
the night at home, pouring out page after page like a storm cloud pours rain.

25 When I felt like I was about halfway through with the novel, I gathered the
pages I had written and took them with me to the café. I sat at my normal
table and was puzzled when an unfamiliar young woman approached to take
my order.

26 "Well, I guess Marcel deserves a day off every once in a while,” I joked to the
new server.

27 "Yesterday was his last day,” she responded.

28 "Wow, that was sudden,” I said, feeling confusion creep across my face.

29 "He put his notice in a while ago, actually. I guess he found a job closer to
where he lives."

30 I paused for a moment before speaking again. "Oh, okay. Well, I'll just take a
cup of coffee, then. Cream, no sugar, please.”

31 As the server walked away to fill my order, I looked down at the table, turning
my attention to the manuscript in front of me and the story of sad, lonely
Maude.
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ltem #1
Constructed-Response
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Constructed-Response
Reading: Literature

Question 1

1. Explain how the narrator and Marcel’s interactions change as the story
advances. Support your answer with details from the story.

Top-Score Response:

The narratorandMar cel 6s rel ationship begins as just customer
coffee refills. As the story progresses, Mar c el becor
the narrator in conversations about the people he is writing about. The narrator shares the story of a person on

the street he names Maude, a lonely woman who is going to meet a friend. The narrator gets wrapped up in

creating this story, and Marcel begins to encourage him to go out with his friends. Instead, the narrator

becomes so engrossed in his writing, he does not realize Marcel is leaving for another job until he is gone.

Note: The top-score response demonstrates a performance that exceeds the expectations of what is required
to receive two points. The top-score response contains multiple pieces of text-based information and support
drawn from the reading passage that accompanied this item, many elements of which students typically use in
their responses to receive two points.
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Question el ,iASSamgl Poi nt

Explain how the narrator and Marcel's Interactions change as the story
advances. Support your answer with details from the story.
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Scoring Notes: This response fulfills all the requirements of the task. The information
provided helps to explain how the interactions between the narrator and Marcel change as
the story advances. The specific description of their interactions (the narrator and Marcel
were not that closed) and (As the story advances they become to be comfortable with each
other) are supported by relevant details. The details provided (The storystat ed #A Car
ot her?0 Marcel asked, bust bdsractedbnbdin réspohsed e
and(@l began to enjoy telling him mnyyfrerd$de s ;
help support the changing interactions.

Questl,olampglSeoBe 2Poi nt

Explain how the narrator and Marcel’s interactions change as the story
advances. Support your answer with details from the story.

Ther eretlions  befezen the nartater end Marcsl
m;}’“ as Ootmd, carwl cupvgrraan, Asfe S
o ﬁg‘yﬂ'ﬁg{éf ‘*’Jﬂ ey el oy emes i*'ffe‘ Q ende, ?&«*‘3 v §

Gif dard  hen Imir-q,i &ﬁ_{g'_ fne, Clorrotue abour
h S we;rk ....r;t?e the, rMoarcatox {1_&?,_;;{5 ' Ha

Stoey  dvoudt  Mavde,

Scoring Notes: This response fulfills all the requirements of the task. The information
provided helps explain how the interactions between the narrator and Marcel change as the
story advances. The specific description of their interactions (The interactions between the
narrator and Marcel begin as normal, casual conversation) and (As the story advances they
talk more like friends) are supported by relevant details. The details provided (when Marcel
asks the narrator about his work) and (the narrator replies with the story about Maude) help
support the changing interactions.
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Question 1,iSSamel €oCnt 1

The narrator and Marcel's interactions change as the story advances by the narrator
sharing his stories with Marcel. The two become more like friends than a server and

customer. The details that would support this is when they start talking about the

random people and what their stories would be bring them closer.

Scoring Notes: This response fulfills some of the requirements of the task. The response
includes how the interactions between the narrator and Marcel change as the story
advances (The two become more like friends than a server and customer). The detalil
provided (when they start talking about the random people and what their stories would be
bring them closer) is vague. Overall, the response is too general.

Question 1,isSSamel eob nt 1

The narrator and marcel interactions change because thr narrator and marcel didn't

know each other but they began to talk and become friends

Scoring Notes: This response fulfills some of the requirements of the task. The response
includes how the interactions between the narrator and Marcel change as the story advances
thr narrator and mathecttheydbeghmtdtalk akchbecamedriardd).
However, there are no details to support the explanation.
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Question 1,iSsamel €okEnt O

Explain how the narrator and Marcel’s interactions change as the story
advances. Suppnrt your answer with details fmm the story.
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Scoring Notes: This response does not fulfill the requirements of the task. The response
does not provide an explanation of how the narratorandMar cel 6 s i nteract
story advances.

Question l,7SsampliatFO0

Explain how the narrator and Marcel’s interacticns change as the story
advances. Support your answer with detzils from the stnry.

TRl I UOU 0 BUIRO Wrsd S
”E{?ﬁ mii Jf % . Q‘;&b ;Lﬁ \'“’ a’ﬂ?}'{ﬁ% 3‘__*% hhé {:&f'i
OO0, o NGOG .

Scoring Notes: This response does not fulfill the requirements of the task because it
contains irrelevant information and does not answer the question.
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ltem #2
Constructed-Response
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Constructed-Response
Reading: Literature

Question 2

2. How does the narrator develop the connection between the ideas of
personal isolation and his passion for writing? Support your
answer with details from the story,

Top-Score Response:

The narrator creates the story of Maude. In his story, she is a lonely woman who is isolated from others and is
unused to face-to-face interaction. She begins to realize her loneliness when she meets with an old friend. The
narrator becomes so obsessed with telling this story that he cuts himself off from his friends by not returning
phone calls and refusing to meet them for dinner so he can spend more time writing. In order to write, the
narrator feels like he needs to be isolated and becomes much like his character, Maude.

Note: The top-score response demonstrates a performance that exceeds the expectations of what is required
to receive two points. The top-score response contains multiple pieces of text-based information and support
drawn from the reading passage that accompanied this item, many elements of which students typically use in
their responses to receive two points.
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Question 2,iSSamel oA nt 2

The author's job causes him to become disconnected to society like Maude had. The
narrator's job causes him to ignore his friends and stop going to the cafe just like how
Maude's job online cut her off from face-to-face interaction. When the narrator finally
returns to the cafe he learns Marcel quit but chooses to write his story instead of seeing
Marcel again.

Scoring Notes: This response fulfills all the requirements of the task. The information provided
hel ps explain the connection between person
(The authorés job causes him to become discgo
job cause him to ignore his friends and stop going to the café). The detail provided (When the
narrator finally returns to the café he learns Marcel quit but chooses to write his story instead of
seeing Marcel again) helps support the connection between the two ideas.

Question 2,iSSamel €oBnt 2

How does the narrator develop the connection between the ideas of
personal isolation and his passion for writing? Support your
answer with details from the story.
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Scoring Notes: This response fulfills all the requirements of the task. The information
provided helps explain the connection betw
forwriting(He doesndét go out with fri en\Wsingthasctakeno s
over his life, isolating him from everyone). The detail provided ( il di dndét eve
stopped r i ng)helgssuppott thegcenheatior between the two ideas.
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QuestZ, o®dampglSeo€Ce Point

The narrator develop the connnection between the ideas of personal isolation and his
passion for writing by not going out and doing anything with his friends. In the text is
says, "l didn't meet my friends for dinner thar night, or for lunch the next weekend....

Scoring Notes: This response fulfills some of the requirements of the task by providing a
relevant detail for the connection bet wese
writng(Al di dndt meet my friends for di nnmeThe
response only partially addresses the idea of personal isolation without fully connecting it
to the idea of passion for writing.

Queisoan 2, SiaSncpolree Poi nt 1

How does the narrator develop the connection between the ideas of
personal isolation and his passion for writing? Support your
answer with details from the story.
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Scoring Notes: This response fulfills some of the requirements of the task by explaining the
connection between personal i soowrtag (Weting hasn d
become so important to him that he doesnoi
focus on anything but the writting). No relevant details from the text support the
explanation.
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Question 2,iSsamel €oEnt 0

How does the narrator develop the connection between the ideas of
personal isolation and his passion for writing? Support your
answer with detzils from the story.
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Scoring Notes: This response does not fulfill the requirements of the task. The response
contains insufficient connection between personal isolation and passion for writing with no
detail.

Question 2,iSsampepl okFnt O

How does the narrator develop the connection between the ideas of
personal isolation and his passion for writing? Support your
answer with details from the story.
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Scoring Notes: This response does not fulfill the requirements of the task. The response
contains a restatement of the question with an explanation and details that are text-based
but do not accurately answer the question.
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ltem #3
Constructed-Response
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Constructed-Response
Reading: Literature

Question 3

3. Explain the significance of the narrator’s story about Maude. Support your
answer with details from the story.

Top-Score Response:

Thenarrat or creates a story about fAsad, | onely Maudeo wh
interacting with people virtually. She realizes her loneliness when she meets up with an old friend. This story is
significant because the narrator is ironically doing the same thing to himself. He works on his writing

constantly, refusing to meet up with friends for dinner or lunch. His loneliness is truly revealed when the waiter,
Marcel, leaves for another job and he only notices once he is gone.

Note: The top-score response demonstrates a performance that exceeds the expectations of what is required
to receive two points. The top-score response contains multiple pieces of text-based information and support
drawn from the reading passage that accompanied this item, many elements of which students typically use in
their responses to receive two points.
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Quest3 odamplSeoAe Point

Explain the significance of the narrator’s story about Maude. Support your
answer with details from the story.

T T s Y N P Vidaes ko v wmirme-Fope om b
The nocodors o, 00wy Taade v Syl
¥
t 3 s - _ - .-, )
e § . TSRS L L Lo 3 TS R N0 |
R{OUSE ;‘1 ild 8 Vi AL s T & SRt L
i'l i i ﬁL i{--"'i -..,_ r T e B E__b J, , E . PETCIE S T )
PEERUT  AMOOLS wpomn NIOVNE.. YO ke RLEGN TING 00w

_ ; ——
Tpregma mb 547 L. Lomam &7 o O L T o SR M o Y T
SHEELY s'—.i‘q'if).‘ O 4 ig‘:i ‘af}b‘t *”} 3 'r:‘ e V. 1‘11 I {_, rfh, 1\€ Y et RV

AI! u F ’ .
e Mo 60 UG 105 '“‘:15-*} s ‘tpé "jug'igi‘"n ’ZLE T‘Lf!f’l‘Fé mu ._,'\E‘ g M SUET,

s 1 dsj AT oern fighy f TRt LRy o 'fc“f i—' j Ui een e aly 1*:'"*}*1#9 iy ¢“ P G Wl
; , .

&
it

ioF — ]

- e

Scoring Notes: This response fulfills all the requirements of the task. The information

provided helps to explain the significance of the narrat or 6 s st or y Trmbou't

narratorb6s story about Maude is significan
lonely.) The details provided (Maude f. . . wo r k sto-face mteractioo nas .
become something of a foreign conceptt o hand (. 0. : .turned my p

didnét even notice when )helpsuppon thepsignificance of thé n ¢

narratoros story.

Quest3 odampglSeoBe 2Point

The narrator's story of Maude is really a story of his life. He works so hard on this book
that he begins to ignore his friends and isolates himself like Maude is isolated. Maude
didn't realize she is lonley until she meets up with her old friend, and the narrator didn't
realize he was lonley until marcel quit his job.

Scoring Notes: This response fulfills all the requirements of the task. The information
provided helps explain the signif iTchaen cnea rorf
story of Maude is really a story of his life). The details provided(Maude di dnét
lonely until she meets up with her old friend) and (the narratordid n 6t r eal i ze
until marcel quithisjob) hel p support the significance
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Queison 3, SiaStpolree Poi nt 1

The importance of maude is that it describes the narrator's own life. He states in the
story that the characters in his stories are an aspect of himself. So by writing about
someone who is isolated from the world, he is really writing about himself.

Scoring Notes: This response fulfills some of the requirements of the task. The response
includes information which helps explain the significanc e of t h e n atdesaibes r 6
the narr at 0.1S6y wriingmbolt someone who is isolated from the world, he is
really writing about himself). However, the response lacks specific details from the text to
support the explanation.

Quest3 odampglsSeobe Point

Explain the significance of the narrator’s story about Maude. Support your
answer with details from the story.
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Scoring Notes: This response fulfills some of the requirements of the task. The response
includes information which hel ps expNMhilehen t
was writing the story about Maude he slowly became like her, isolated from his friends).
However, the response lacks specific details from the text to support the explanation.
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Question 3,iSsamel €oEnt O

The siginicance about marude is that she is not used to being around people anymore.
Because of the fact that she works form home. The only interaction that she has is on a

computer not face to face. "Face-to-face interaction has become something of a foreign
consept to her."

Scoring Notes: This response does not fulfill the requirements of the task. While the response
includes text-based details, it has insufficient information to explain the significance of the
narratorb6s story.

Quest3 odampBSeoFe ®oint

Explain the significance of the narrator’s story about Maude. Support your
answer with details from the story.
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Scoring Notes: This response does not fulfill the requirements of the task. The response
includes incorrect information in its attemg
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ltem #4
Writing Prompt
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Writing Prompt

In the article "Driverliess Cars Are Coming,” the author presents both
positive and negative aspects of driverless cars. Using details from the
article, create an argument for or against the development of these cars.

Be sure to include

e your position on driverless cars
e appropriate details from the article that support your position
* an introduction, a body, and a conclusion to your argumentative essay
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Passage
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