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Introduction 

The ISTEP+ Spring 2016 test was administered to Indiana students in Grades 3-8 and 10.  The test 
included two parts: Part 1 was given in March, and Part 2 took place in late April and early May.  
Part 1 contained Applied Skills test questions (also referred to as open-ended items) that were hand 
scored by trained evaluators, and Part 2 was machine scored. Scores for Part 1 and Part 2 are 
combined to generate a studentôs total score. 
 
Test results, as well as images of the Applied Skills student responses, are available online, and 
schools are expected to discuss results with parents and students. As a springboard for these 
conversations and to serve as a resource for teachers, the Indiana Department of Education has 
created this document, which consists of the following: 
 

Å  a brief description of the types of questions on the test 
 

Å  a short summary of scoring rules utilized by the trained evaluators 
 

Å  a copy of the rubricsðor scoring guidesðused by evaluators to score student responses 
 

Å  a copy of the released Applied Skills questions (ñreleasedò means the items are posted on 
the web and are no longer secure; therefore, the released test items can be discussed and 
used with students as future practice items) 

 

Å  anchor papersðor sample student responsesðused by evaluators to distinguish between 
score points 

 
Notes:  
 
ü The Part 1 open-ended questions are released when test results are made available.  

 

ü It is important to keep in mind that the majority of a studentôs score is calculated from items in 
Part 2.  Since Part 2 items are secure and are not released, they are not included in this 
document. 



Page 3 of 60 
 

Question Types 

 

This document addresses questions from ISTEP+ Part 1.  Students demonstrate their knowledge and 
understanding by responding to items that are open-ended, providing written responses in a short-
answer or essay-type format.   
 
Part 1 consists of the following test question types: Constructed-Response (CR), Extended-Response 
(ER), and a Writing Prompt (WP).   Item types vary by subject area.  Math, Science, and Social 
Studies include CR and ER items.  English/Language Arts includes CR and WP test questions. 
 

 

Scoring  

 

The questions on ISTEP+ Part 1 are scored by evaluators who must have a four-year college degree 
and pass a series of qualifying tests.  Prior to scoring student responses, evaluators receive 
extensive training to ensure that student responses are scored accurately and consistently.  
 
For Part 1 of ISTEP+, each question is scored according to a rubric, or scoring guide. Rubrics clearly 
define the requirements for each score point. A set of student responses representing all of the score 
points on a rubric are selected as samplesðcalled anchor papersðand are used as clear examples 
of specific score points. Anchor papers are presented within this document.  
 
 

ISTEP+ Part 1: English/Language Arts  

Question Type 

Score 
Reporting 
Categories 

Scoring Method 

Constructed-Response (CR) Reading 
2-pt. CR Rubric 
(Grades 3-8, 10) 

Writing Prompt (WP) Writing 

6-pt. Writing Rubric         
(Grades 5-8, 10)                 

4-pt. Grammar and 
Usage Rubric          
(Grades 5-8, 10)   
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If a studentôs response is unable to be scored, it is assigned one of the following condition codes: 
 

A    Blank/No Response/Refusal 
B    Illegible 
C    Written predominantly in a language other than English 
D    Insufficient response/Copied from text 
E    Response not related to test questions or scoring rule (not applied to  
          Mathematics questions) 

 
 
More information is available regarding assessment topics on the Office of Student Assessment 

homepage at http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment
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English/Language Arts 

Constructed-Responses 

  

Session One, English/Language Arts, contains a reading comprehension task. This task allows the 
students to demonstrate their understanding and comprehension of nonfiction or literary text. The 
reading comprehension task consists of one passage and three constructed-response (CR) 
questions. Because this is a reading comprehension task, all of the information students need to 
answer the questions correctly is contained in the text. All responses should be based on information 
from the text and will be scored for reading comprehension only. The following pages display the CR 
questions.  

An example of a top-score response is provided for each CR question.  The top-score response 
demonstrates a performance that exceeds the expectations of what is required to receive two points. 
The top-score response contains multiple pieces of text-based information and support drawn from 
the reading passage that accompanied the item, many elements of which students typically use in 
their responses to receive two points. 

Each CR question is followed by sample student responses, called anchor papers. The anchor 
papers are accompanied by explanations of the score points received.  

  
 

 

English/ Language Arts  

2-point Constructed-Response (CR) Rubric 

 
2 points  Proficient  

The response fulfills all the requirements of the task. The information given is text-based 
and relevant to the task.  
 

1 point  Partially Proficient  
The response fulfills some of the requirements of the task, but some of the information 
may be too general, too simplistic, or not supported by the text.  
 

0 point  Not Proficient  
The response does not fulfill the requirements of the task because it contains 
information that is inaccurate, incomplete, and/or missing altogether.  
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Passage 
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Item #1 

Constructed-Response 
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Constructed-Response 

Reading: Literature 

 

Question 1 

 

 

Top-Score Response: 

The narrator and Marcelôs relationship begins as just customer and server. Their interactions are limited to 
coffee refills. As the story progresses, Marcel becomes interested in the narratorôs work and begins to engage 
the narrator in conversations about the people he is writing about. The narrator shares the story of a person on 
the street he names Maude, a lonely woman who is going to meet a friend. The narrator gets wrapped up in 
creating this story, and Marcel begins to encourage him to go out with his friends. Instead, the narrator 
becomes so engrossed in his writing, he does not realize Marcel is leaving for another job until he is gone.  

 
Note: The top-score response demonstrates a performance that exceeds the expectations of what is required 
to receive two points. The top-score response contains multiple pieces of text-based information and support 
drawn from the reading passage that accompanied this item, many elements of which students typically use in 
their responses to receive two points. 
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Question 1, Sample A ï Score Point 2 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Question 1, Sample B ï Score Point 2 

 

  

 

 

Scoring Notes:  This response fulfills all the requirements of the task. The information 

provided helps to explain how the interactions between the narrator and Marcel change as 

the story advances. The specific description of their interactions (the narrator and Marcel 

were not that closed) and (As the story advances they become to be comfortable with each 

other) are supported by relevant details. The details provided (The story stated ñCared for 

other?ò Marcel asked, bustling off before I could even offer a distracted nod in responseò) 

and (ñI began to enjoy telling him my tales; it was like sharing a secret with my friendsò) 

help support the changing interactions.  

 

Scoring Notes:  This response fulfills all the requirements of the task. The information 

provided helps explain how the interactions between the narrator and Marcel change as the 

story advances. The specific description of their interactions (The interactions between the 

narrator and Marcel begin as normal, casual conversation) and (As the story advances they 

talk more like friends) are supported by relevant details. The details provided (when Marcel 

asks the narrator about his work) and (the narrator replies with the story about Maude) help 

support the changing interactions. 
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Question 1, Sample C ï Score Point 1 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

Question 1, Sample D ï Score Point 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scoring Notes:  This response fulfills some of the requirements of the task. The response 

includes how the interactions between the narrator and Marcel change as the story 

advances (The two become more like friends than a server and customer). The detail 

provided (when they start talking about the random people and what their stories would be 

bring them closer) is vague. Overall, the response is too general. 

 

Scoring Notes:  This response fulfills some of the requirements of the task. The response 

includes how the interactions between the narrator and Marcel change as the story advances 

(thr narrator and marcel didnôt know each other but they began to talk and become friends). 

However, there are no details to support the explanation. 
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Question 1, Sample E ï Score Point 0 

 

 

 

 

Question 1, Sample F ï Score Point 0 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scoring Notes:  This response does not fulfill the requirements of the task. The response 

does not provide an explanation of how the narrator and Marcelôs interactions change as the 

story advances. 

 

Scoring Notes:  This response does not fulfill the requirements of the task because it 

contains irrelevant information and does not answer the question.   
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Item #2 

Constructed-Response 
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Constructed-Response 

Reading: Literature 

 
Question 2 

    

Top-Score Response: 

The narrator creates the story of Maude. In his story, she is a lonely woman who is isolated from others and is 

unused to face-to-face interaction. She begins to realize her loneliness when she meets with an old friend. The 

narrator becomes so obsessed with telling this story that he cuts himself off from his friends by not returning 

phone calls and refusing to meet them for dinner so he can spend more time writing. In order to write, the 

narrator feels like he needs to be isolated and becomes much like his character, Maude.  

Note: The top-score response demonstrates a performance that exceeds the expectations of what is required 
to receive two points. The top-score response contains multiple pieces of text-based information and support 
drawn from the reading passage that accompanied this item, many elements of which students typically use in 
their responses to receive two points. 
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Question 2, Sample A ï Score Point 2 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Question 2, Sample B ï Score Point 2 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scoring Notes:  This response fulfills all the requirements of the task. The information provided 

helps explain the connection between personal isolation and the narratorôs passion for writing 

(The authorôs job causes him to become disconnected to society like Maude had. The narratorôs 

job cause him to ignore his friends and stop going to the café). The detail provided (When the 

narrator finally returns to the café he learns Marcel quit but chooses to write his story instead of 

seeing Marcel again) helps support the connection between the two ideas. 

 

Scoring Notes: This response fulfills all the requirements of the task. The information 

provided helps explain the connection between personal isolation and the narratorôs passion 

for writing (He doesnôt go out with friends because he is so busy writing. . .Writing has taken 

over his life, isolating him from everyone). The detail provided (ñI didnôt even notice when it 

stopped ringing altogetherò) helps support the connection between the two ideas. 
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Question 2, Sample C ï Score Point 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Question 2, Sample D ï Score Point 1 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scoring Notes: This response fulfills some of the requirements of the task by providing a 

relevant detail for the connection between personal isolation and the narratorôs passion for 

writing (ñI didnôt meet my friends for dinner thar night, or for lunch the next weekendò). The 

response only partially addresses the idea of personal isolation without fully connecting it 

to the idea of passion for writing. 

 

Scoring Notes: This response fulfills some of the requirements of the task by explaining the 

connection between personal isolation and the narratorôs passion for writing (Writing has 

become so important to him that he doesnôt even care about the outside world. He doesnôt 

focus on anything but the writting). No relevant details from the text support the 

explanation. 
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Question 2, Sample E ï Score Point 0 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Question 2, Sample F ï Score Point 0 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scoring Notes: This response does not fulfill the requirements of the task. The response 

contains insufficient connection between personal isolation and passion for writing with no 

detail. 

Scoring Notes: This response does not fulfill the requirements of the task. The response 

contains a restatement of the question with an explanation and details that are text-based 

but do not accurately answer the question.  
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Item #3 

Constructed-Response 
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Constructed-Response 

Reading: Literature 

 

Question 3 

 

Top-Score Response: 

The narrator creates a story about ñsad, lonely Maudeò who has isolated herself from friends and family, only 

interacting with people virtually. She realizes her loneliness when she meets up with an old friend. This story is 

significant because the narrator is ironically doing the same thing to himself. He works on his writing 

constantly, refusing to meet up with friends for dinner or lunch. His loneliness is truly revealed when the waiter, 

Marcel, leaves for another job and he only notices once he is gone.  

Note: The top-score response demonstrates a performance that exceeds the expectations of what is required 
to receive two points. The top-score response contains multiple pieces of text-based information and support 
drawn from the reading passage that accompanied this item, many elements of which students typically use in 
their responses to receive two points. 
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Question 3, Sample A ï Score Point 2 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Question 3, Sample B ï Score Point 2 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scoring Notes: This response fulfills all the requirements of the task. The information 

provided helps to explain the significance of the narratorôs story about Maude (The 

narratorôs story about Maude is significant because it parallels the narratorôs life. . .Both are 

lonely.) The details provided (Maude ñ. . .works from home. . .Face-to-face interaction has 

become something of a foreign concept to her.ò) and (ñ. . .turned my phone to silent. . . I 

didnôt even notice when it stopped ringing altogetherò) help support the significance of the 

narratorôs story. 

 

Scoring Notes: This response fulfills all the requirements of the task. The information 

provided helps explain the significance of the narratorôs story about Maude (The narratorôs 

story of Maude is really a story of his life). The details provided (Maude didnôt realize she is 

lonely until she meets up with her old friend) and (the narrator didnôt realize he was lonely 

until marcel quit his job) help support the significance of the narratorôs story. 
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Question 3, Sample C ï Score Point 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Question 3, Sample D ï Score Point 1 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scoring Notes:  This response fulfills some of the requirements of the task. The response 

includes information which helps explain the significance of the narratorôs story (it describes 

the narratorôs own life. . . So by writing about someone who is isolated from the world, he is 

really writing about himself). However, the response lacks specific details from the text to 

support the explanation.  

 

Scoring Notes:  This response fulfills some of the requirements of the task. The response 

includes information which helps explain the significance of the narratorôs story (While he 

was writing the story about Maude he slowly became like her, isolated from his friends). 

However, the response lacks specific details from the text to support the explanation.   
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Question 3, Sample E ï Score Point 0 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Question 3, Sample F ï Score Point 0 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Scoring Notes:  This response does not fulfill the requirements of the task.  While the response 

includes text-based details, it has insufficient information to explain the significance of the 

narratorôs story. 

 

Scoring Notes:  This response does not fulfill the requirements of the task.  The response 

includes incorrect information in its attempt to explain the significance of the narratorôs story. 

 



Page 24 of 60 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Item #4 

Writing Prompt 
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Writing Prompt 
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Passage 

 

 

  


