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Introduction

The ISTEP+ Spring 2016 test was administered to Indiana students in Grades 3-8 and 10. The test
included two parts: Part 1 was given in March, and Part 2 took place in late April and early May. Part
1 contained Applied Skills test questions (also referred to as open-ended items) that were hand
scored by trained evaluators, and Part 2 was machine scored. Scores for Part 1 and Part 2 are
combined to generate a studentodés total score.

Test results, as well as images of the Applied Skills student responses, are available online, and
schools are expected to discuss results with parents and students. As a springboard for these
conversations and to serve as a resource for teachers, the Indiana Department of Education has
created this document, which consists of the following:

A a brief description of the types of questions on the test

A a short summary of scoring rules utilized by the trained evaluators

A a copy of the rubricsd or scoring guidesd used by evaluators to score student responses
A

a copy of the released Applied Skills questions ( ir el easedo0 means t he i
the web and are no longer secure; therefore, the released test items can be discussed and
used with students as future practice items)

T

anchor papersd or sample student responsesd used by evaluators to distinguish between
score points

Notes:

U The Part 1 open-ended questions are released when test results are made available.

a1t is important to keep in mind that t temsiimaj o
Part 2. Since Part 2 items are secure and are not released, they are not included in this
document.
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Question Types

This document addresses questions from ISTEP+ Part 1. Students demonstrate their knowledge and
understanding by responding to items that are open-ended, providing written responses in a short-
answer or essay-type format.

Part 1 consists of the following test question types: Constructed-Response (CR), Extended-Response
(ER), and a Writing Prompt (WP). Item types vary by subject area. Math, Science, and Social
Studies include CR and ER items. English/Language Arts includes CR and WP test questions.

Scoring

The questions on ISTEP+ Part 1 are scored by evaluators who must have a four-year college degree
and pass a series of qualifying tests. Prior to scoring student responses, evaluators receive
extensive training to ensure that student responses are scored accurately and consistently.

For Part 1 of ISTEP+, each question is scored according to a rubric, or scoring guide. Rubrics clearly
define the requirements for each score point. A set of student responses representing all of the score
points on a rubric are selected as samplesd called anchor papersd and are used as clear examples
of specific score points. Anchor papers are presented within this document.

| STEP+ Part 1: English/ Lan

Score

Question Typg Report| Scoring M
Catego

ConstrRedpanse Readin 2Pt. CR R

(Grad&s)1

6-pt . Wri
Applicatiag
( Gr a84,s85 )
Writing Promp Wr it
4pt . Lang
Convention
(Gr a84,s85 )
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Q

student s response i s anadthdfalowingcordidon sodes:r e d ,

Blank/No Response/Refusal

lllegible

Written predominantly in a language other than English

Insufficient response/Copied from text

Response not related to test questions or scoring rule (not applied to
Mathematics questions)

mooOm>

More information is available regarding assessment topics on the Office of Student Assessment
homepage at http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment.
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English/Language Arts
Constructed-Response Iltems

Session One, English/Language Arts, contains a reading comprehension task. This task allows the
students to demonstrate their understanding and comprehension of nonfiction or literary text. The
reading comprehension task consists of one passage and three constructed-response (CR)
guestions. Because this is a reading comprehension task, all of the information students need to
answer the questions correctly is contained in the text. All responses should be based on information
from the text and will be scored for reading comprehension only. The following pages display the CR
guestions.

An example of a top-score response is provided for each CR question. The top-score response
demonstrates a performance that exceeds the expectations of what is required to receive two points.
The top-score response contains multiple pieces of text-based information and support drawn from
the reading passage that accompanied the item, many elements of which students typically use in
their responses to receive two points.

Each CR question is followed by sample student responses, called anchor papers. The anchor
papers are accompanied by explanations of the score points received.

English/ Language Arts
2-point Constructed-Response (CR) Rubric

2 points Proficient
The response fulfills all the requirements of the task. The information given is text-based
and relevant to the task.

1 point Partially Proficient
The response fulfills some of the requirements of the task, but some of the information
may be too general, too simplistic, or not supported by the text.

0 point Not Proficient

The response does not fulfill the requirements of the task because it contains
information that is inaccurate, incomplete, and/or missing altogether.
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Passage

Excerpt from Girls Who Looked Under Rocks
by Jeannine Atkins

This excerpt focuses on the childhood of the famous naturalist, Jane Goodall.

Jane Goodall
The Dream
(1934 — )

1 Jane Goodall loved to watch spiders scramble, beetles scatter, and worms
slither. At age five, she was used to hearing her mother call, *Jane! Where are
you?” But the panic in her mother’s eyes when she found her one day was
unusual. “I was in the hen house,” Jane said. She liked to sift through the
straw for the warm, smooth eggs, then carry them home as carefully as if she
held treasures. But that afternoon she hadn’t been collecting eggs.

2 "I was about to call the police!” her mother said. “What on earth were you
doing?”
3 "I wanted to see the hen lay an egg,” Jane confessed.

4 "“But you were gone all afternoon!”

5 Jane nodded. She knew chickens rushed off if followed, so she had hidden
hours before and sat so guietly that she hadn’t been spotted.

6 "And you saw a hen lay an egg?” When Jane smiled, her mother smiled, too.
She didn't scold Jane for making her worry. Instead, she pulled her close and
said, "Tell me about it.”

7 With a knack for quiet, concentrated observation—and an understanding
mother—five-year-old Jane was well on her way to a career as a naturalist.
Her grandmother was a careful watcher, too. When she noticed how often Jane
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climbed a beech tree in her yard, she gave her the tree as her own. And
seeing that Jane had checked a Doctor Doolittle book out of the library several
times, her grandmother gave her the book for Christmas. Jane liked to wander
through the meadows pretending that she, too, could talk to African animals.
She carefully watched insects and squirrels, while dreaming that someday she,
like Tarzan, would hear nothing but wind in the trees and animals calling to
each other. Jane started a nature club with her younger sister and two friends.
She named it the Alligator Club, even though she knew she wouldn't find
alligators in England! The four girls started a magazine which included nature
notes, sketches of insects, and quizzes. They set up a museum.

8 Jane made her little sister ask passersby to visit, then collected a donation to a
society that protected old horses. The visitors admired the pressed flowers and
bird eggs, held seashells to their ears, and petted the guinea pigs. The most
famous exhibit was a human skeleton donated by Jane’s uncle who had
studied to be a doctor.

9 Jane did well enough in school, though her mother had to call her many times
before she got out of bed (unlike on weekends, when Jane was up early to
head outdoors). After graduating from high school, she trained as a secretary.
She held jobs typing letters for doctors, filing papers at a university, then
editing documentaries at a London film studio. When she was twenty-three, a
friend invited her to visit her family’s new farm in Kenya. Jane moved back
home to save money, took a job as a waitress, learned to balance dozens of
plates of food at once, and saved her tips. In 1957, she headed off to Africa.

Excerpt from "The Dream” from Girls Who Looked Under Rocks: The Lives of Six Pioneering Naturalists
by Jeannine Atkins. Text copyright © 2000 by Jeannine Atkins. Reproduced with permission of Dawn
Publications in the format Educational/Instructional Program via Copyright Clearance Center.
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ltem #1
Constructed-Response

Page8 of 56



Constructed-Response
Reading: Non-fiction

Question 1

1. How did Jane's family contribute to her career as a naturalist? Support your
answer with details from the excerpt.

Top-Score Response:

At the age of five, J a n endtlser knew her daughter had a knack for observing animals. One afternoon Jane
had wandered off for several hours to observe a chicken lay an egg. Instead of scolding her, she hugged Jane
andsai d, fATel |IJamesidtastamnddwo friends.héped Jane start the Alligator Club where they made
their own magazine and had a museum for people to come check out. J a n e 6 s evenrsuppoded her career
as a naturalist by donating a human skeleton to their museum!

Note: The top-score response demonstrates a performance that exceeds the expectations of what is required
to receive two points. The top-score response contains multiple pieces of text-based information and support
drawn from the reading passage that accompanied this item, many elements of which students typically use in
their responses to receive two points.
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Question 1,iSSamel oA nt 2

How did Jane’s family contribute to her career as a naturalist? Support
your answer with details from the excerpt.

a'te \u \

a buman ¢ Heleton Yove Alligato Llub museum,

Scoring Notes: The response fulfills all the requirements of the task. The information
provided is text-based and relevant ¢ by not scol ding her whe
by exploring f or horalsoshelpertheratartthe Aigétdd €lub. Myi s
uncl e donated a )human skeletoné

Question 1,iSSTamel eoB nt 2

How did Jane’s family contribute to her career as a naturalist? Support
your answer with details from the excerpt.

(A

O fatue clup colled Tho Bl oo ClutTeotd esme
9ister  and f[ud friends Jomid, ond  belps

Scoring Notes: The response fulfills all the requirements of the task. The details

provided are text-based and relevant (¢ J aneds mot her didndét g
Janeds mom asked, tell me about it. Jane
and two friends Joined, and helped.).
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Question 1,iSTamel €oCnt 1

How did Jane’s family contribute to her career as a naturalist? Support
your answer with details from the excerpt.

ant e Dr. Diplitte
¥

Scoring Notes: The response fulfills some of the requirements of the task. While the
response includesatextb ased exampl e of how Ja@ededt
grandmot her bought t h)smdbfthe intbranation ignbtlaceurabeo o
(6 hearing about hovatusliste It alsa doéssiot &dd adtiteonala n
specific information. The response gives an example of only one family member.

Question 1,iSSTamel obnt 1

How did Jane’s family contribute to her career as a naturalist? Support
your answer with details from the excerpt.

\ \ e (Ol |
LooWHNE, whicn sine. Cnecxed O OF the WORORY 50

MUCh,

Scoring Notes: The response fulfills some of the requirements of the task. The response
includes only a text-based response with adetail J aneds gr andmot her
book, Dr. Doolittle, which she checked out of the library so much.). The response
JQangdandmot her gave h)daesnothetd how thie cortributed ® beé
career as a naturalist.
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Question 1,iSSamel ok nt O

How did Jane’s family contribute to her career as a naturalist? Support
your answer with details from the excerpt.

Seom

v

' . . ’

the

and _beetles  <catte X hwaved
whet she cAn do -

Scoring Notes: The response does not fulfill the requirements of the task. It contains
informationt hat does not support how Janeds f a
naturalist(¢ Jane | oved watching spider)ys scramb

Question 1,iSSamel ok nt O

How did Jane’s family contribute to her career as a naturalist? Support
your answer with details from the excerpt.

Jangs  Camily con tripote {0 hevr Cateo
4 |

hf(av;c the ¢ donated 4 ; bo%ah"" th 177X ¢

and. 39.@(4 Nt <lubs

Scoring Notes: The response does not fulfill the requirements of the task. The
information provided is incomplete ¢t hey donated this, boug
club.). The response is missing information on specific family members and details

about who donated, bought things and joined her club. Without any further specifics from
the text, this general statement is incomplete and unsupported.
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ltem #2
Constructed-Response
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Constructed-Response
Reading: Non-fiction

Question 2

2. What events led to Jane having the ability to visit Africa in 1957? Support
your answer with details from the excerpt.

Top-Score Response:

Jane had always loved animals and at an early age would even pretend she could talk to animals like in the
book Dr. Doolittle. At the age of 23, a family friend invited Jane to their farm in Kenya to visit. Jane moved back
home so she could save as much money as she could. She took a job as a waitress and even learned to
balance dozens of plates at one time! When Jane had enough money saved, she was off to Africa.

Note: The top-score response demonstrates a performance that exceeds the expectations of what is required
to receive two points. The top-score response contains multiple pieces of text-based information and support
drawn from the reading passage that accompanied this item, many elements of which students typically use in
their responses to receive two points.
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Questi,olamplSeoAe Point 2

What events led to Jane having the ability to visit Africa in 19577
Support your answer with details from the excerpt.

ng hod ﬁ(s* ummm
C L 9

Scoring Notes: The response fulfills all the requirements of the task. The information
provided is text-based and relevant (¢ wat ched f arm ani ma Taszanp r
or | ike Doctor Doolittleémade a clubémad
and saved her tips.).

Quesoni 2SamplSseoBe Point 2

What events led to Jane having the ability to visit Africa in 19577
Support your answer with details from the excerpt.

and bhu coina 4 Ke nwaa "Ynna cin¥ a
e T ud N

-
.

M
ond_she had enough moneu - go o Adnica.

Scoring Notes: The response fulfills all the requirements of the task. The response

includes relevant, text-based information(é Janes friend invited
in Kenyaégot a job as a waitress and sa
go to Africa.).
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Questi,oldamplSeoCe Point 1

What events led to Jane having the ability to visit Africa in 19577
Support your answer with details from the excerpt.

lmg_mmg_]fm_ta_zﬂf_am_wa_
s :{Q“Qﬂ& \Y5+ w‘xen 5")9 was Zﬂ_uhq S'hf
\_S_‘LuJ tod 4"mre Lnn J o Jo b Lefc’ ?Lc

hally e 9sk to a

+6 Af(im‘-

Scoring Notes: The response fulfills some of the requirements of the task. The
information provided is too general and not fully developed (¢ when she wa
she studied nature. Then she got a job where she save up money.). These details do
not directly connect with how Jane had the ability to visit Africa.

Questi,oldamplSeobe Point 1

What events |led to Jane having the ability to visit Africa in 19577
Support your answer with details from the excerpt.

Ibﬂ_ﬂﬁwmxm Una
!g,lalﬁ}_b_v_ﬂ_ﬁm Ll \

WA \"“
i‘l\ sha "\DA M\ﬂ. ”

Scoring Notes: The response fulfills some of the requirements of the task. The
information provided is not fully developed (¢ bei ng a wai tress af
until she had enough.). The response does not include specific information
explaining how Jane was able to visit Africa or anything relevant from her childhood
that would lead up to the trip.
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Questi,olamplSeocoEe Point O

What events led to Jane having the ability to visit Africa in 1957?
Support your answer with details from the excerpt.

Some events that led to Tane hawng
TT) Wy il

lov /d

them {%f‘g long time . Also she <tudied and
%ﬂ% o 5rbdé7gnn’ CO/@&)C +0 jd ro
l[an

Scoring Notes: The response does not fulfill the requirements of the task. The
information provided is incomplete ¢ she | oved ani mals and
a long time.). The response also includes inaccurate information (6 s he st udi
went to school and college to go to Africa.).

S
€

Questd osampSeoFe Point O

What events led to Jane having the ability to visit Africa in 19577
Support your answer with details from the excerpt.

¥Com na(ag(og. 7+ shows hew she set
{ , ("l \H_‘f fol p(-@-?{fo'}f #;,,,» ¢ vi /’d%
é; < [ A

( ‘ a0 \f»v JH‘PI(‘%“‘A 10 AI“FC\"/ f/]f’ C/It"l/?fffi
unk na Yuge, .

Scoring Notes: The response does not fulfill the requirements of the task. While the
information provided includes general referencestothetext (6 s he set wup
just for differentt hi ngs i n natureéJane was al ways
and nature.), without additional details or explanations these examples show no
connection to Jane having the ability to visit Africa.
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ltem #3
Constructed-Response
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Constructed-Response
Reading: Non-fiction

Question 3

3. How does the author support the claim in Paragraph 7 that Jane was “well
on her way to a career as a naturalist”? Support your answer with details
from the excerpt.

Top-Score Response:

Jane could concentrate and observe for hours at the age of five. She would go into the hen house and sift
through the straw for the warm, smooth eggs. She knew, even at the age of five, to carry them very carefully.
She loved watching spiders scramble, beetles scatter, and worms slither. When Jane got older and had her
Alligator Club, she had already made notes and sketches of insects- just like a naturalist.

Note: The top-score response demonstrates a performance that exceeds the expectations of what is required
to receive two points. The top-score response contains multiple pieces of text-based information and support
drawn from the reading passage that accompanied this item, many elements of which students typically use in
their responses to receive two points.
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Questi,oladplSeoAe Point 2

Scoring Notes: The response fulfills all of the requirements of the task. The information
provided is text-based and is used to demonstrate that Jane had an early interest in
animals(éobserved animals and she kept notes
magazine and a museum.).

Questi,oladplseoBe Point 2

Scoring Notes: The response fulfills all the requirements of the task. The response
includes relevant information that supports the claim that Jane had an early interest in
animals(éshe checked out a Doctor Doolittle
it to her f oretin@hwondsréedrithaosgh he meadows pretending she
could talk to animals and carefully watched the insects and squirrels.).
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