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Introduction 

The ISTEP+ Spring 2016 test was administered to Indiana students in Grades 3-8 and 10.  The test 
included two parts: Part 1 was given in March, and Part 2 took place in late April and early May. Part 
1 contained Applied Skills test questions (also referred to as open-ended items) that were hand 
scored by trained evaluators, and Part 2 was machine scored. Scores for Part 1 and Part 2 are 
combined to generate a student’s total score. 
 
Test results, as well as images of the Applied Skills student responses, are available online, and 
schools are expected to discuss results with parents and students. As a springboard for these 
conversations and to serve as a resource for teachers, the Indiana Department of Education has 
created this document, which consists of the following: 
 

•  a brief description of the types of questions on the test 
 

•  a short summary of scoring rules utilized by the trained evaluators 
 

•  a copy of the rubrics—or scoring guides—used by evaluators to score student responses 
 

•  a copy of the released Applied Skills questions (“released” means the items are posted on 
the web and are no longer secure; therefore, the released test items can be discussed and 
used with students as future practice items) 

 

•  anchor papers—or sample student responses—used by evaluators to distinguish between 
score points 

 
Notes:  
 

 The Part 1 open-ended questions are released when test results are made available.  
 

 It is important to keep in mind that the majority of a student’s score is calculated from items in 
Part 2.  Since Part 2 items are secure and are not released, they are not included in this 
document. 
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Question Types 

 

This document addresses questions from ISTEP+ Part 1.  Students demonstrate their knowledge and 
understanding by responding to items that are open-ended, providing written responses in a short-
answer or essay-type format.   
 
Part 1 consists of the following test question types: Constructed-Response (CR), Extended-Response 
(ER), and a Writing Prompt (WP).   Item types vary by subject area.  Math, Science, and Social 
Studies include CR and ER items.  English/Language Arts includes CR and WP test questions. 
 

 

Scoring  

 

The questions on ISTEP+ Part 1 are scored by evaluators who must have a four-year college degree 
and pass a series of qualifying tests.  Prior to scoring student responses, evaluators receive 
extensive training to ensure that student responses are scored accurately and consistently.  
 
For Part 1 of ISTEP+, each question is scored according to a rubric, or scoring guide. Rubrics clearly 
define the requirements for each score point. A set of student responses representing all of the score 
points on a rubric are selected as samples—called anchor papers—and are used as clear examples 
of specific score points. Anchor papers are presented within this document.  
 
 

ISTEP+ Part 1: English/Language Arts  

Question Type 

Score 
Reporting 
Categories 

Scoring Method 

Constructed-Response (CR) Reading 
2-pt. CR Rubric 
(Grades 3-8, 10) 

Writing Prompt (WP) Writing 

6-pt. Writing Rubric         
(Grades 3-4, 5-8,10)                 

4-pt. Grammar and 
Usage Rubric          

(Grades 3-4, 5-8, 10)   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Page 4 of 59 
 

If a student’s response is unable to be scored, it is assigned one of the following condition codes: 
 

A    Blank/No Response/Refusal 
B    Illegible 
C    Written predominantly in a language other than English 
D    Insufficient response/Copied from text 
E    Response not related to test questions or scoring rule (not applied to  
          Mathematics questions) 

 
 
More information is available regarding assessment topics on the Office of Student Assessment 

homepage at http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment
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English/Language Arts 
Constructed Responses 

  

Session One, English/Language Arts, contains a reading comprehension task. This task allows the 
students to demonstrate their understanding and comprehension of nonfiction or literary text. The 
reading comprehension task consists of one passage and three constructed-response (CR) 
questions. Because this is a reading comprehension task, all of the information students need to 
answer the questions correctly is contained in the text. All responses should be based on information 
from the text and will be scored for reading comprehension only. The following pages display the CR 
questions.  

An example of a top-score response is provided for each CR question.  The top-score response 
demonstrates a performance that exceeds the expectations of what is required to receive two points. 
The top-score response contains multiple pieces of text-based information and support drawn from 
the reading passage that accompanied the item, many elements of which students typically use in 
their responses to receive two points. 

Each CR question is followed by sample student responses, called anchor papers. The anchor 
papers are accompanied by explanations of the score points received.  

  
 

 

English/ Language Arts  

2-point Constructed-Response (CR) Rubric 

 
2 points  Proficient  

The response fulfills all the requirements of the task. The information given is text-based 
and relevant to the task.  
 

1 point  Partially Proficient  
The response fulfills some of the requirements of the task, but some of the information 
may be too general, too simplistic, or not supported by the text.  
 

0 point  Not Proficient  
The response does not fulfill the requirements of the task because it contains 
information that is inaccurate, incomplete, and/or missing altogether.  
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Passage 
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Item #1 

Constructed-Response 
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Constructed-Response 

Reading: Literature 

 

Question 1 

 

 

Top-Score Response: 

The theme of friendship is developed when Catherine helps Jason out by making him a new communication 
card for the word “run.” Jason wants to experience what it is like to run, so Catherine takes him for a “run” in 
the parking lot by pushing his wheelchair really fast. Jason, in turn, helps Catherine feel more confident by 
letting her know he is enjoying it, and she decides to take him for another round.   

 
Note: The top-score response demonstrates a performance that exceeds the expectations of what is required 
to receive two points. The top-score response contains multiple pieces of text-based information and support 
drawn from the reading passage that accompanied this item, many elements of which students typically use in 
their responses to receive two points. 
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Question 1, Sample A – Score Point 2 

  

 

 

 

 

Question 1, Sample B – Score Point 2 

 

  

 

 

 

  

Scoring Notes:  This response fulfills all the requirements of the task. The response 

adequately demonstrates the development of the theme (The author develops there 

friendship by having Catherine help Jason) by adding relevant, text-based support 

(She helps him with is speach cards and then she helps him feel like he is running.). 

 

Scoring Notes:  This response fulfills all the requirements of the task. The response 

adequately explains the development of the theme of friendship by including relevant, 

text-based support (. . . catherine pushes Jason around the parking lot. Only a friend 

would do that. And in the very last line it says, he grins “excellent”. That means he had 

fun and thats what friends do, make each other happy).  
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Question 1, Sample C – Score Point 1 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Question 1, Sample D – Score Point 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scoring Notes:  This response fulfills some of the requirements of the task. The 

response gives a limited demonstration of how the theme of friendship was 

developed (. . . how a friend helped another feel what it was like to run). This 

statement is not supported with details from the text. 

 

Scoring Notes:  This response fulfills some of the requirements of the task. The 

information provided in the response (. . . by the girl helping Jason with the 

comunication cards) provides only a limited demonstration of how the theme of 

friendship was developed. The additional supporting detail (“I opened my back 

pack and reach for the cards. What do you need?”) does not help further explain 

the development of the theme of friendship. 
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Question 1, Sample E – Score Point 0 

 

 

 

 

Question 1, Sample F – Score Point 0 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scoring Notes:  This response does not fulfill the requirements of the task. The 

response repeats the idea of friendship but does not address how the theme was 

developed in the excerpt.  

 

Scoring Notes:  This response does not fulfill the requirements of the task. The 

response only repeats information from the prompt.   
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Item #2 

Constructed-Response 
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Constructed-Response 

Reading: Literature 

 
Question 2 

  

Top-Score Response: 

Jason’s wave shows to both Catherine and the onlookers that he is having a good time going for a run in his 

wheelchair. The onlookers are no longer confused and cheer Jason and Catherine on. One man even gives 

the thumbs up, and someone holds her baby up to see. Catherine is encouraged and asks Jason if he wants to 

go again.  

Note: The top-score response demonstrates a performance that exceeds the expectations of what is required 
to receive two points. The top-score response contains multiple pieces of text-based information and support 
drawn from the reading passage that accompanied this item, many elements of which students typically use in 
their responses to receive two points. 
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Question 2, Sample A – Score Point 2 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Question 2, Sample B – Score Point 2 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Scoring Notes:  This response fulfills all the requirements of the task. The 

information provided in the response adequately explains how Jason’s waving 

affected the events in the passage by explaining how it affected the onlookers’ 

perception (The effect of Jason’s waving at the onlookers reassures Catherine that 

he is having a good time “running”). The response goes on to explain how this led 

to Catherine and Jason going around the parking lot a second time (. . . if he didn’t 

wave to onlookers Catherine might have gotten worried that he wasn’t having fun 

and they might not have finished there “run”). 

 

Scoring Notes:  This response fulfills all the requirements of the task. The support 

provided helps to describe the effect Jason’s wave has on the onlookers (When 

Jason waved it showed that he was okay and happy. In the story it says that “A 

man in the restarant gives everyone a thumbs-up, and everyone in the waiting 

room cheers”). 
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Question 2, Sample C – Score Point 1 

  

 

Question 2, Sample C – Score Point 0 

 

 

Question 2, Sample D – Score Point 1 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Scoring Notes:  This response fulfills some of the requirements of the task. The 

response includes information to show how Jason’s waving had an effect on the 

events (. . . after Jason waves to the onlookers Catherine asks Jason if he wants 

to go again). The response lacks specific text-based details.  

 

Scoring Notes:  This response fulfills some of the requirements of the task. While 

the response explains how Jason’s waving affected the onlookers’ perception of 

events (Jason’s wave at the onlookers shows that he is ok and ready to go again), 

the response lacks specific text-based details and does not clearly explain how 

their altered perception led to further changes to the outcome of events. 
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Question 2, Sample E – Score Point 0 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Question 2, Sample F – Score Point 0 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Scoring Notes:  The response does not fulfill the requirements of the task. While 

the response includes details copied from the story, the details alone do not 

demonstrate an understanding of how the wave to onlookers impacted the 

outcome of events.  

Scoring Notes:  The response does not fulfill the requirements of the task. The 

response includes an assumption about why Jason is waving but does not 

describe the effect of the wave on the outcome of events.  
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Item #3 

Constructed-Response 
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Constructed-Response 

Reading: Literature 

 

Question 3 

 

Top-Score Response: 

When Catherine describes the sensation of running to Jason, she feels like she might have hurt his feelings 

and says, “How could I bring these words to comfort myself when they put that hurt in his face?” She jokes 

about pushing him around the parking lot, and he thinks it is a good idea. She shows she is nervous at first by 

saying, “I grip the wheelchair handles as we go down the ramp, my muscles tight as a rope.” At the end of the 

run, she is relieved when he shows he has enjoyed it. 

Note: The top-score response demonstrates a performance that exceeds the expectations of what is required 
to receive two points. The top-score response contains multiple pieces of text-based information and support 
drawn from the reading passage that accompanied this item, many elements of which students typically use in 
their responses to receive two points. 
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Question 3, Sample A – Score Point 2 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Question 3, Sample B – Score Point 2 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

Scoring Notes:  This response fulfills all the requirements of the task. The response 

provides information from the text that shows how the author developed Catherine’s 

point of view in the beginning (. . . she was scared) and at the end (. . . she started to 

feel relaxed). This is supported by relevant information from the excerpt to support her 

feelings at the beginning (. . . Catherine said, “My muscles were tight as a rope”) and at 

the end (. . . she said “one more time”). 

 

Scoring Notes:  This response fulfills all the requirements of the task by providing 

information from the text that shows the events from Catherine’s point of view. The 

explanations describe Catherine’s feelings at the beginning (Catherine was worried about 

pushing Jason like that. She didn’t want to hurt him) and how her feelings changed (But 

they both had a great time. “One more time?” I ask Jason. He grins. Excellent). 

 



Page 22 of 59 
 

Question 3, Sample C – Score Point 1 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

Question 3, Sample D – Score Point 1 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scoring Notes:  This response fulfills some of the requirements of the task. The 

response provides information from the text about Catherine’s point of view (. . . she 

wasn’t sure about taking Jason for a walk). Catherine’s hesitancy is thoroughly explained 

and supported with details from the text (“Because there are cars out there, and 

tourists,” I say “and seaguls”). The response does not include information about how 

Catherine’s point of view developed. 

 

Scoring Notes:  This response fulfills some of the requirements of the task. The 

response mentions that the author shows Catherine’s point of view, but the information 

from the excerpt is general. The response does not identify what Catherine is thinking or 

feeling, and instead focuses on the more literal interpretation of what the author does in 

the excerpt (The author develop Catherine’s point of view by, letting us know what she is 

doing and thinking.). No text-based details are provided for support. 

 



Page 23 of 59 
 

Question 3, Sample E – Score Point 0 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Question 3, Sample F – Score Point 0 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scoring Notes:  This response does not fulfill the requirements of the task. The response 

is a characterization of Catherine rather than an explanation of how her point of view is 

developed. 

 

Scoring Notes:  This response does not fulfill the requirements of the task. There is not 

information from the excerpt showing Catherine’s point of view. Pointing out that the text 

is written in first person does not help to explain Catherine’s point of view. 
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Item #4 

Writing Prompt 
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Writing Prompt 
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Passage 
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Writing Prompt, Sample A 
Writing – Score Point 6 
Grammar and Usage – Score Point 4 

 

 The Seagoing Cowboys program changed my life. I saw sights I had never before imagined I could 

see. I experienced an adventure. But best of all I helped others. The Seagoing Cowboys are people who 

take care of the animals while they are being sailed to countries being rebuilt. The Seagoing Cowboys 

was a wonderful opportunity for me, so you should think about participating. 

 World War II has left many people in distress. People overseas are in need of help. When you 

become a Seagoing Cowboy, you get to help people. We fed and watered the animals during the journey. 

We also pulled bales of hay and oats up from the ship’s lower holds and cleaned the stalls. I have also 

served as a night watchmen. No matter what job you do, you are helping others. 

 The trip was more than just work. We were able to see many very special and unique places. We 

adventured in many different countries. Our list of sights included Europe and China. I specifically 

enjoyed the acropolis in Greece and Venice, Italy. In addition, while in Crete we toured an excavated 

castle. Our mouths gaped open when viewing the Panama Canal on our way to China. Spectacular sights 

are another reason to participate in the Seagoing Cowboys. 

 On our way back, when their were no animals to care for, we really could have some fun. We 

played volleyball and baseball where the animals once were. There were other ways to make time pass, 

such as table-tennis, fencing, boxing, reading, whittling, and more games. There was always something to 

do to entertain ourselves. Being a Seagoing Cowboy means never being bored.  

 Some people do not like the idea of the Seagoing Cowboys. They say it is too dangerous, which it 

can be sometimes. I once cracked by ribs during an accident while being a night watchman. Even though, 

helping others and going on adventures outweigh any possible risks. The safety issues that could later 

cause problems simply do not equal the once in a lifetime opportunity. 

 While being a Seagoing Cowboy, I helped others, visited new places, and had fun doing so. Joining 

the program was a wonderful choice. Memories of my experience still influence me today. Visiting foreign 

places raised my awareness of other people and their needs. The program opened my eyes to the greater 

world out there for me to discover. Being able to help others made me feel even more sure that I made 

the right choice when joining the Seagoing Cowboys. I will never forget the adventure I experienced. 

Joining this program influenced me in ways I still puzzle. I hope that you, too, will one day look back on 

you experiences as a Seagoing Cowboy and smile. There is no greater thing than helping people, seeing 

the world, and having fun all in one journey. 
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Notes for Writing Prompt, Sample A 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Writing– Score Point 6 

The following list describes a writing sample (shown on the previous page) that earns a Score Point 6 using 
the ISTEP+ Writing Rubric. 

This sample 

 fully accomplishes the task and addresses all specific points of the prompt (i.e., write an argument 
from Luke’s point of view convincing others to participate in the Seagoing Cowboys program). 

 stays completely focused on the topic and presents a unified central idea of why being a Seagoing 
Cowboy is a wonderful idea and outweighs any downsides. 

 provides in-depth information and strong supporting details that are well developed, including an 
effective use of counterargument (e.g., Even though, helping others and going on adventures 
outweigh any possible risks.). 

 organizes ideas logically and creates a meaningful, cohesive whole; has an introduction, well-
composed middle with strong transitions, and a solid conclusion (e.g., There is no greater thing than 
helping people, seeing the world, and having fun all in one journey.). 

 demonstrates very good word usage with excellent writing technique, making explanations detailed 
and precise (e.g., While being a Seagoing Cowboy, I helped others, visited new places, and had fun 
doing so.). 

 is fluent and easy to read; the writer includes varied sentence patterns (e.g., On our way back, when 
their were no animals to care for, we really could have some fun.). 

 exhibits an authoritative, lively perspective and effectively adjusts language and tone to the task 
(e.g., The Seagoing Cowboys was a wonderful opportunity for me, so you should think about 
participating.). 

NOTE:  Per the Writing Rubric (Grades 5-12), Score Point 6 paper is an outstanding performance and 
therefore is rare. It fully accomplishes the task in a thorough and insightful manner and has a distinctive 
quality that sets it apart as an outstanding performance. 

e 

 Grammar and Usage – Score Point 4                       

The following list describes a writing sample (shown on the previous page) that earns a Score Point 4 using 

the ISTEP+ Grammar and Usage Rubric. 

This sample 

 uses mostly correct capitalization (e.g., acropolis). 

 has correct punctuation.  

 has no spelling errors. 

 has mostly correct grammar and word usage (e.g., their [there], you [your]). 

 shows effective command of sentence structure. 

 uses paragraphing effectively. 
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Writing Prompt, Sample B 
Writing – Score Point 6 
Grammar and Usage – Score Point 4 
 

  I love being a seagoing cowboy, and I think you would love it too. When my good friend, Don Reist, 

invited me to go to Europe on a cattle boat, I couldn’t say no. This was an opportunity of a lifetime. I had 

to say yes. What other time would I get to discover the ruins of World War II and help other countries 

at the same time? It was an extrordinary adventure and I would wish for everyone to experience it. In 

August, 1945, we were on our way to New Orleans. It was the day the Pacific War ended. We arrived on 

August 14. We gathered their seaman’s papers and boarded SS Charles W. Wooster. We were going to 

Greece with hay, oats, and 335 horses. It was a wonderful adventure, but the best part was that I 

turned 18 on the way, which meant I was able to be drafted for military service. They told me to remain 

a seagoing cowboy.  

 I would pursuade people to be a seagoing cowboy for many reasons. Even though there is cleaning 

stalls and feeding the animals, there are beautiful landscapes. I got to visit Europe, China, and Greece. 

Seeing the Acropolis of Greece was very special. And being on a gondola ride in Venice, Greece, was 

amazing. Venice is known as “A city with streets of water.” The excavated castle is Crete was marvalous. 

On the way to China, I glanced over the forever going Panama Canal. It seemed endless. 

 If you would like to see beautiful parts of the world I would definitly advise you to be a seagoing 

cowboy, but the sight is not the best part. Seeing the people and the ruins of destroyed places, makes 

me so grateful for this opportunity. It made me aware of other people and countries and their needs. I 

now have international students and exchange students living with me right now.  I wanted to let people 

explore parts of the world just like I did.  

 There are all the deep, and emotional parts of being a seagoing cowboy, but don’t forget the fun. 

Besides hanging out with the friends I made on the way, we got to play on the way back. On the way 

back, when the animals had been delivered, we had some fun and took advantage of the open space. We 

often played baseball or volleyball in the empty holds. We also did some fencing, boxing, or table-tennis. 

And when we are ready to calm down, we read or whittle.  

 My life as a seagoing cowboy has really influenced me. It has made me so grateful that I can have 

a life without war. It has also allowed me to visit glorious places and have a little fun. So if you want a 

career as amazing and fun as mine, you should become a seagoing cowboy. 

 

 

  



Page 38 of 59 
 

Notes for Writing Prompt, Sample B 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
  

Writing – Score Point 6 

The following list describes a writing sample (shown on the previous page) that earns a Score Point 6 using 
the ISTEP+ Writing Rubric. 

This sample 

 fully accomplishes the task and addresses all specific points of the prompt (i.e., write an argument 
from Luke’s point of view convincing others to participate in the Seagoing Cowboys program). 

 stays completely focused on the topic and presents a unified central idea of why being a Seagoing 
Cowboy is a wonderful idea from Luke’s point of view. 

 provides in-depth information and relevant supporting details that are well developed (e.g., We were 
going to Greece with hay, oats, and 335 horses.). 

 organizes ideas logically and creates a meaningful, cohesive whole; has an engaging introduction, 
well-composed middle, and a strong conclusion (e.g., So if you want a career as amazing and fun as 
mine, you should become a seagoing cowboy.). 

 demonstrates very good word usage with writing technique that enhances the text by making 
explanations vivid and precise (e.g., And when we are ready to calm down, we read or whittle.). 

 is fluent and easy to read; the writer includes varied sentence patterns (e.g., On the way back, when 
the animals had been delivered, we had some fun and took advantage of the open space.). 

 exhibits an original perspective and effectively adjusts language and tone to the task (e.g., What 
other time would I get to discover the ruins of World War II and help other countries at the same 
time?). 

NOTE:  Per the Writing Rubric (Grades 5-12), Score Point 6 paper is an outstanding performance and 
therefore is rare. It fully accomplishes the task in a thorough and insightful manner and has a distinctive 
quality that sets it apart as an outstanding performance. 

 

Grammar and Usage – Score Point 4                       

The following list describes a writing sample (shown on the previous page) that earns a Score Point 4 using 

the ISTEP+ Grammar and Usage Rubric. 

This sample 

 uses correct capitalization. 

 has mostly correct punctuation with a couple misused commas.  

 has a few spelling errors (e.g., extrordinary [extraordinary], pursuade [persuade], definitly 
[definitely]). 

 has mostly correct grammar and word usage (e.g., castle is [in] Crete). 

 shows effective command of sentence structure. 

 uses paragraphing effectively. 
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Writing Prompt, Sample C 
Writing – Score Point 5 
Grammar and Usage – Score Point 4 

 

 To be a Seagoing Cowboy you need many things, such as courage, confidence, and you need to like 

to help people. When I was a seagoing cowboy I had a lot of fun and it just felt good to know that I was 

helping people in need. Whenever we brought supplies somewhere it was amazing to see the smiles on 

their faces. That’s why I did what I did. 

 Some people might ask why they should do it. I say the main reason is to help people and to make 

them happy. The people that I’ve helped just felt good to know that there’s someone in the world who 

cares about them and that they’re not forgotten. Helping people is really fun especially to know that 

you’re helping so many people. You’re helping babies, children, adults, and elder that could all die without 

out the support from UNRRA. An organization made just for that reason, to help people. 

 Another pretty good reason to be a seagoing cowboy and join the program is that you get to see 

many cool and interesting things and places. In the article it tells about how I got to see the Acropolis in 

Greece and how I got to take a Gondola ride in Venice, Italy. When you join you’ll probably get to do 

stuff like that too. This job may seem like a lot of work, and it is, but it’s worth it when you get to see 

breathtaking scenery like that. You get opportunities to see those things and possibly any other things 

you’ve ever wanted to see that you may not ever get to see otherwise. You get a decent amount of free 

time to explore where you are and I don’t see why anyone wouldn’t want to do that. 

 During most of my trips overseas we had animals with us. On one of my trips, as I said in the 

article, we had a cargo of 335 horses! I also said that the animals had to be fed and watered two or 

three times a day, so if you like doing that kind of stuff you might want to sign up right now. You get the 

opportunity to work with more than just horses though, you get to work with mules and young cows too. 

That’s just one of the many benefits of being a Seagoing Cowboy for the UNRRA or the United Nations 

Relief and Rehabilitation Administration.  

 After I got done being a Seagoing Cowboy my attitude changed a little. I think I became a 

happier person overall. After I returned home my family and I decided to start hosting International 

Students and Exchange Visitors. Over the years we kept hosting them and it made a vast improvement in 

our everyday lives. We like to think we made an improvement in the International Students and Exchange 

Visitors lives too. If you join the UNRRA like I did it will make you more aware of people of other 

countries and their needs and that awareness will most likely stay with you, as I said in the article. It 

truly will make a difference in your lives and will increase you awareness for other people in different 

countries. 

 In conclusion, I think if you have the opportunity to join the UNRRA I think you should do so. 

There is an enormous list of reasons to join the UNRRA, and if you join you might just find out all of 
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those reasons. I know everyone has their own opinions and I have mine, but I hope you will now want to 

join the UNRRA, as it has changed my life. It will change your life, and UNRRA has already changed lives. 
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Writing Prompt, Sample C 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Writing – Score Point 5 

The following list describes a writing sample (shown on the previous page) that earns a Score Point 5 
using the ISTEP+ Writing Rubric. 

This sample 

 fully accomplishes the task (i.e., write an argument from Luke’s point of view convincing others to 
participate in the Seagoing Cowboys program). 

 stays focused on the topic, presenting a unified central idea. 

 includes many relevant ideas that are well developed (e.g., After I returned home my family and I 
decided to start hosting International Students and Exchange Visitors.).  

 is organized logically with a clear introduction, well developed body including effective transitions, 
and a conclusion (e.g., After I got done being a Seagoing Cowboy my attitude changed a little.). 

 exhibits mostly good word usage and writing technique with some redundant phrases (e.g., Over the 
years we kept hosting them and it made a vast improvement in our everyday lives.). 

 is easy to read; uses varied sentence patterns, including complex sentences (e.g., There is an 
enormous list of reasons to join the UNRRA, and if you join you might just find out all of those 
reasons.). 

 appropriately adjusts language and tone to the task (e.g., When I was a seagoing cowboy I had a lot 
of fun and it just felt good to know that I was helping people in need.). 

NOTE: A Score Point 5 paper represents a solid performance. It fully accomplishes the task, but lacks the 
overall level of sophistication and consistency of a Score Point 6 paper. It does not have the same level of 
detail or word choice. 

 

Grammar and Usage – Score Point 4 

The following list describes a writing sample (shown on the previous page) that earns a Score Point 4 

using the ISTEP+ Grammar and Usage Rubric. 

This sample 

 has mostly correct capitalization (e.g., International Students [international students], Exchange 
Visitors [exchange visitors]). 

 has mostly correct punctuation with occasional misused or missing commas. 

 uses correct spelling. 

 demonstrates mostly correct grammar and word usage (e.g., elder [elders], without out [without]). 

 shows mostly effective command of sentence structure. 

 uses paragraphs correctly. 
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Writing Prompt, Sample D 
Writing – Score Point 5 
Grammar and Usage – Score Point 4 

 

 Bam! Waves crashing! Whisk! Oats flying! Neigh! Horses roaring! Yet, I was in heaven. Right where 

I wanted to be. On a boat, tending to animals, helping people, yet still having fun with my friends. A 

Seagoing Cowboy! 

 Being a Seagoing Cowboy opened up the world for me. I was helping people, learning responsibility, 

and tending to animals. Before I enrolled as a Seagoing Cowboy, I was a store clerk and I worked at a 

bank. But, becoming a Seagoing Cowboy, I had a new purpose. It rejuvinated or energized me to become 

something bigger, better. I was a small town country boy making a big impact in the world. It was my 

savior, what about you? 

 Being a Seagoing Cowboy not only taught me things, but it helped me loosen up. On the way back 

to the U.S., the crew and I played games. For example, table tennis, volley ball, fencing, whittling, and 

boxing. While we where on foreign lands, we also saw many amazing things. Such as, the Panama Canal, 

the Acropolis in Greece, taking a gondola ride in Venice, and touring an excavated castle in Crete. It was 

amazing. 

 The sights were great, yet what we were doing for the people affected by war, was even better. 

We were giving people hope. It was a truly satisfying feeling. Wouldn’t you want to experience it? Well, 

you can! The UNRRA is recruiting people just out of high school. You don’t have to have a farming 

background whatsoever. If you want to make a difference, this might be for you. There are many 

benefits and you get to help people in need as well. 

 Being a Seagoing Cowboy was my life. It taught me everything I know. Enroll now, and make a big 

difference. Be a hero! Be a Seagoing Cowboy for life! 
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Writing – Score Point 5 

The following list describes a writing sample (shown on the previous page) that earns a Score Point 5 
using the ISTEP+ Writing Rubric. 

This sample 

 fully accomplishes the task (i.e., write an argument from Luke’s point of view convincing others to 
participate in the Seagoing Cowboys program). 

 stays focused on the topic. 

 includes many relevant ideas and more than adequate supporting facts and details (e.g., Before I 
enrolled as a Seagoing Cowboy, I was a store clerk and I worked at a bank.).  

 is organized logically with an engaging introduction, a body with clear transitions, and a conclusion 
(e.g., Bam! Waves crashing! Whisk! Oats flying! Neigh! Horses roaring! Yet, I was in heaven.). 

 exhibits good word usage and writing technique (e.g., It rejuvinated or energized me to become 
something bigger, better.). 

 is easy to read; uses varied sentence patterns, including complex sentences (e.g., Being a 
Seagoing Cowboy not only taught me things, but it helped me loosen up.). 

 appropriately adjusts language and tone to the task with a lively voice (e.g., If you want to make a 
difference, this might be for you.). 

NOTE: A Score Point 5 paper represents a solid performance. It fully accomplishes the task, but lacks the 
overall level of sophistication and consistency of a Score Point 6 paper. It does not have the same level of 
detail or word choice. 

 

Grammar and Usage – Score Point 4 

The following list describes a writing sample (shown on the previous page) that earns a Score Point 4 

using the ISTEP+ Grammar and Usage Rubric. 

This sample 

 uses correct capitalization. 

 has mostly correct punctuation. 

 has correct spelling, with only one mistake when attempting more sophisticated word choice (e.g., 
rejuvinated [rejuvenated]). 

 demonstrates mostly correct grammar and word usage (e.g., where [were]). 

 shows mostly effective command of sentence structure. While a couple of sentences fragments are 
stylistic, there are a couple that are not (e.g., For example, table tennis, volley ball, fencing, 
whittling, and boxing.). 

 uses paragraphs correctly. 
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Writing Prompt, Sample E 
Writing – Score Point 4 
Grammar and Usage – Score Point 4 
 

 Luke Bomberger joined the Seagoing Cowboys after he graduated highschool. Even though this 

was in 1945, it was a good thing to do. He had to take care of hundreds of horses, mules, and donkeys to 

help people in Europe. I think you should join in on the fun. 

 You should join the Seagoing Cowboys because it changed Luke’s life and it helped alot of people. 

Luke even said, “Besides helping people, I had the side benefit of seeing Europe and China.” That proves 

that he helped people and you will to. Do you feel nice when you help someone out? If so, join the crew, 

there’s helping people out, and the experience will change your life. 

 Convinced yet? No? That’s what I thought. Lets go through some pros and cons to convince you to 

join. A pro is you get to see Europe, Asia, Australia, and many more probably. The con to this is your 

away from home. Another pro is you get the luxury of helping others. The con is its dangerous on ships, 

there are storms, sealife, and the ships might not be good quality. Luke almost fell off the ship once. He 

was done on his night shift and slipped, then slid down the ladder on his back toward the open side of 

the ship. A piece of metal stopped his slide thankfully. 

 There are many other reasons to join the Seagoing Cowboys, like the fun and sightseeing. In 

paragraph 8 the author wrote, “The cowboys played baseball and volleyball games in the empty holds. . .” 

This proves they also had time for fun. He also got to see different places and enjoy new luxuries. 

 Convinced yet? I hope so. The Seagoing Cowboys sounds really fun doesn’t it? You get to see new 

things and enjoy new things. Luke said the experience changed his life, let it change yours to! 
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Writing – Score Point 4 

The following list describes a writing sample (shown on the previous page) that earns a Score Point 4 
using the ISTEP+ Writing Rubric. 

This sample 

 adequately accomplishes the task (i.e., write an argument from Luke’s point of view convincing 
others to participate in the Seagoing Cowboys program). The response uses Luke’s ideas as 
examples rather than writing the response in first person from Luke’s point of view.  

 stays focused on the topic. 

 provides sufficient information with supporting facts and details (e.g., He had to take care of 
hundreds of horses, mules, and donkeys to help people in Europe.). 

 progresses in a logical order (e.g., There are many other reasons to join the Seagoing 
Cowboys, like the fun and sightseeing.). 

 demonstrates control of vocabulary that is appropriate to the topic (e.g., He also got to see 
different places and enjoy new luxuries.). 

 is mostly fluent and exhibits a variety of sentence structures (e.g., He was done on his night 
shift and slipped, then slid down the ladder on his back toward the open side of the ship.).  

 displays an appropriate register that engages with the audience in a manner that is appropriate 
to the task’s purpose (e.g., The Seagoing Cowboys sounds really fun doesn’t it?). 

NOTE: A Score Point 4 paper represents a good performance. It accomplishes the task, but generally 
needs to exhibit more development, better organization, and a more sophisticated writing style to 
receive a higher score. 

 

Grammar and Usage – Score Point 4 

The following list describes a writing sample (shown on the previous page) that earns a Score Point 4 

using the ISTEP+ Grammar and Usage Rubric. 

This sample 

 uses correct capitalization. 

 has mostly correct punctuation, with a few errors (e.g., Lets [Let’s], its [it’s]). 

 has few grade-level spelling errors (e.g., highschool [high school], alot [a lot]). 

 has few usage errors (e.g., to [too], your [you’re]). 

 uses paragraphs correctly. 
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Writing Prompt, Sample F 
Writing – Score Point 4 
Grammar and Usage – Score Point 4 
 

 You should join the Seagoing Cowboys! There are tons of reasons why joining the Seagoing 

Cowboys have changed my life. 

 First, having jobs on the boat teaches you to be responsible. It does a better job at teaching you 

than just doing a few chores at home. There was even a time that I learned to be careful as a night 

watchman. 

 Second, you get to go sight seeing! Yes, you could travel from home, but on the ship it’s a whole 

new sight every day! I got to see New Orleans, Greece, the eastern coast of the U.S., and China! 

 Third, you’re helping people. At home you could help out your neighboorhood, but imagine helping 

people all over the world! Knowing that I’m helping someone fills me with warmth inside. 

 Finally, you get to have loads of fun! We do all kinds of sports like baseball; volley ball; fencing; 

and boxing. The crew also read, played board games, and whittled. If that doesn’t sound like fun, then I 

don’t know what.  

 You should join the Seagoing Cowboys. Being a part of them has taught me reponcibilities, I’ve 

gone sight seeing, we help people, and you get to have lots of fun.  
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Writing – Score Point 4 

The following list describes a writing sample (shown on the previous page) that earns a Score Point 4 
using the ISTEP+ Writing Rubric. 

This sample 

 adequately accomplishes the task (i.e., write an argument from Luke’s point of view convincing 
others to participate in the Seagoing Cowboys program).  

 stays focused on the topic. 

 provides sufficient information with supporting facts and details (e.g., I got to see New Orleans, 
Greece, the eastern coast of the U.S., and China!). 

 progresses in a logical order with clear and developed subtopics, framed by an introduction 
and conclusion; however, transitions are basic (e.g., First, having jobs on the boat teaches you 
to be responsible.). 

 demonstrates control of vocabulary that is appropriate to the topic (e.g., Knowing that I’m 
helping someone fills me with warmth inside.). 

 is mostly fluent and exhibits a variety of sentence structures; however, there is overuse of 
exclamatory sentences (e.g., At home you could help out your neighboorhood, but imagine 
helping people all over the world!).  

 displays an appropriate register (e.g., Yes, you could travel from home, but on the ship it’s a 
whole new sight every day!). 

NOTE: A Score Point 4 paper represents a good performance. It accomplishes the task, but generally 
needs to exhibit more development, better organization, and a more sophisticated writing style to 
receive a higher score. 

 

Grammar and Usage – Score Point 4 

The following list describes a writing sample (shown on the previous page) that earns a Score Point 4 

using the ISTEP+ Grammar and Usage Rubric. 

This sample 

 uses correct capitalization. 

 has mostly correct punctuation, with a few errors (e.g., We do all kinds of sports like baseball;[,] 
volley ball; [,] fencing; [,] and boxing.). 

 has few grade-level spelling errors (e.g., neighboorhood [neighborhood], reponcibilities 
[responsiblities]). 

 demonstrates correct grade-level grammar and usage. 

 uses paragraphs correctly. 
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Writing Prompt, Sample G 
Writing – Score Point 3 
Grammar and Usage – Score Point 3 
 

 You should join the seagoing cowboys because you can do all kinds of fun stuff. Like on the ship 

you can play game like baseball, volleyball, Fencing and stuff like that. You get to go all different places 

and help give food to the people that went through the war. We you help the people at the different 

places you might be able to get a tour like Luke from the story did. You might have a big job on the ship 

with all of the animals and stuff like that. But it is not that hard you would still have fun doing other 

things. When you turn eighteen you might have to go to the military but you might not have to do that 

Luke did not have to go. You can be the lookout one night and have fun doing that. You should join the 

seagoing cowboys.  
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Writing – Score Point 3 

The following list describes a writing sample (shown on the previous page) that earns a Score Point 3 
using the ISTEP+ Writing Rubric. 

This sample 

 minimally accomplishes the task (i.e., write an argument from Luke’s point of view convincing 
others to participate in the Seagoing Cowboys program). The response uses ideas from the article 
as examples rather than writing the response in first person from Luke’s point of view. 

 stays mostly focused on the topic.  

 includes a few relevant ideas with minimal supporting facts and details (e.g., You get to go all 
different places and help give food to the people that went through the war.). 

 attempts to logically organize ideas with a one sentence introduction, a body, and a concluding 
sentence (e.g., You should join the seagoing cowboys because you can do all kinds of fun stuff.). 

 uses basic vocabulary but attempts some more complex sentences (e.g., But it is not that hard you 
would still have fun doing other things.). 

 demonstrates an attempt to adjust language and tone to task (e.g., You can be the lookout one 
night and have fun doing that.). 

NOTE: A Score Point 3 paper represents a performance that minimally accomplishes the task. Some 
elements of development, organization, and writing style are weak. 

 

Grammar and Usage – Score Point 3 

The following list describes a writing sample (shown on the previous page) that earns a Score Point 3 

using the ISTEP+ Grammar and Usage Rubric. 

This sample 

 uses mostly correct capitalization (e.g., Fencing [fencing]). 

 has mostly correct punctuation. 

 has correct spelling.  

 has some grammar and usage errors (e.g., game [games], We you [You]). 

 has run-on sentences (e.g., When you turn eighteen you might have to go to the military but you 
might not have to do that Luke did not have to go.). 

 consists of one paragraph. 
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Writing Prompt, Sample H 
Writing – Score Point 3 
Grammar and Usage – Score Point 3 
 

 You should become a seagoing cowboy because it keeps you busy with all kinds of things like 

feeding and watering the cattle. Another example is that once you unload the animals you can play games 

like baceball and volleyball in the empty holds where the were beiing held. You can also play table tennis 

tournaments, fencing, boxing, reading, and whittling. The text states that “I’m greatful for the 

opportunity” Luke said. When you get to the place where you are going you can exsplore that city. Luke 

Bomberger got to see amazing places like Europe and china. He also got to see Acropolis in Greece and 

take a gondola ride in Venice, Italy, and a city with street of water. This is why you should be a seagoing 

cowboy.  
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Writing – Score Point 3 

The following list describes a writing sample (shown on the previous page) that earns a Score Point 3 
using the ISTEP+ Writing Rubric. 

This sample 

 minimally accomplishes the task (i.e., write an argument from Luke’s point of view convincing 
others to participate in the Seagoing Cowboys program). The response uses ideas from the article 
as examples rather than writing the response in first person from Luke’s point of view. 

 stays mostly focused on the topic.  

 includes a few relevant ideas with minimal supporting facts and details (e.g., Luke Bomberger got 
to see amazing places like Europe and china.). 

 attempts to logically organize ideas with a one sentence introduction, a body, and a concluding 
sentence. An attempt is made to connect ideas with transitions (e.g., Another example is that once 
you unload the animals you can play games like baceball and volleyball in the empty holds where 
the were being held.). 

 uses basic vocabulary and the writing is generally fluent (e.g., You should become a seagoing 
cowboy because it keeps you busy with all kinds of things like feeding and watering the cattle.). 

 demonstrates an attempt to adjust language and tone to task (e.g., This is why you should be a 

seagoing cowboy.). 

NOTE: A Score Point 3 paper represents a performance that minimally accomplishes the task. Some 
elements of development, organization, and writing style are weak. 

 

Grammar and Usage – Score Point 3 

The following list describes a writing sample (shown on the previous page) that earns a Score Point 3 

using the ISTEP+ Grammar and Usage Rubric. 

This sample 

 uses mostly correct capitalization (e.g., china [China]). 

 has mostly correct punctuation (e.g., The text states that “I’m greatful for the opportunity” Luke 
said.). 

 has some spelling errors (e.g., baceball [baseball], greatful [grateful], exsplore [explore]).  

 has few grammar and usage errors (e.g., the were [they were], street [streets]). 

 shows command of basic sentence structure. 

 consists of one paragraph. 
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Writing Prompt, Sample I 
Writing – Score Point 2 
Grammar and Usage – Score Point 2 
 

I think you Should become a Sea Cowboy because use can have fun fencing, playing ping pong and 

many other activites. Plus you get to visit other country’s such as greece, Venice, italy, and china. 

But Most of all you get to help others in need. What’s better than helping others in need. The fun 

only starts when you drop the animals off to the people inneed.  

Thats why you shoud Join the Sea Cowboy’s. 
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Writing – Score Point 2                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

The following list describes a writing sample (shown on the previous page) that earns a Score Point 2 using 
the ISTEP+ Writing Rubric. 

This sample 

 partially accomplishes the task (i.e., write an argument from Luke’s point of view convincing others to 
participate in the Seagoing Cowboys program). 

 exhibits some focus (e.g., I think you Should become a Sea Cowboy because use can have fun 
fencing, playing ping pong and many other activites.). 

 provides few supporting details with little development (e.g., Plus you get to visit other country’s such 
as Greece, venice, Italy, and China.). 

 demonstrates minimal organization but does frame the brief body with an introductory and concluding 

sentence (e.g., Thats why you shoud Join the Sea Cowboy’s.). 

 exhibits minimal word choice and writing techniques. 

 demonstrates an attempt to adjust language to task. 

NOTE:  A Score Point 2 paper represents a performance that only partially accomplishes the task. Some 
responses may exhibit difficulty maintaining a focus. Others may be too brief to provide sufficient 
development of the topic or evidence of adequate organizational or writing style. 

 

 
Grammar and Usage – Score Point 2 

The following list describes a writing sample (shown on the previous page) that earns a Score Point 2 using 

the ISTEP+ Grammar and Usage Rubric. 

This sample 

 has capitalization errors (e.g., Should [should], greece [Greece], italy [Italy]). 

 has grade-level spelling errors (e.g., shoud [should], activites [activities], inneed [in need]). 

 has punctuation errors (e.g., country’s [countries], Thats [That’s], Sea Cowboy’s [Sea Cowboys]). 

 has frequent errors in a relatively brief writing sample. 
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Writing Prompt, Sample J 
Writing – Score Point 2 
Grammar and Usage – Score Point 2 
 

Luke thoght this was fun now why not give it a try. Luke could start fund raisers and progames to 

get many do get a bigger boat to haul more amimals.  

If I was you I would give it a try becaus it sounds fun to travel around the world and this is a 

once and a life time opertunity. Thats why he did not want to miss out on this why shuld you. It is free to 

join. You will have fun.  
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Writing – Score Point 2                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

The following list describes a writing sample (shown on the previous page) that earns a Score Point 2 using 
the ISTEP+ Writing Rubric. 

This sample 

 partially accomplishes the task (i.e., write an argument from Luke’s point of view convincing others to 
participate in the Seagoing Cowboys program). 

 exhibits some focus, with an attempt at a main idea (e.g., Luke thoght this was fun now why not give it 
a try.). 

 provides few supporting details with little development (e.g., It is free to join.). 

 demonstrates minimal organization. 

 exhibits minimal word choice and fluency. 

 demonstrates an attempt to adjust language to task but has difficulty establishing an appropriate style. 

NOTE:  A Score Point 2 paper represents a performance that only partially accomplishes the task. Some 
responses may exhibit difficulty maintaining a focus. Others may be too brief to provide sufficient 
development of the topic or evidence of adequate organizational or writing style. 

 

 
Grammar and Usage – Score Point 2 

The following list describes a writing sample (shown on the previous page) that earns a Score Point 2 using 

the ISTEP+ Grammar and Usage Rubric. 

This sample 

 has correct capitalization. 

 has grade-level spelling errors (e.g., thoght [thought], progames [programs], amimals [animals]). 

 has punctuation errors, including end punctuation (e.g., Thats [That’s]). 

 has grammatical errors (e.g., Luke could start fund raisers and progames to get many do get a bigger 
boat to haul more amimals.). 

 has run-on sentences (e.g., Luke thoght this was fun now why not give it a try. [Luke though this was 
fun. Now why not give it a try?]). 

 has frequent errors in a relatively brief writing sample. 
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Writing Prompt, Sample K 
Writing – Score Point 1 
Grammar and Usage – Score Point 1 
 

Luke bomburger was tyin to convince people to Join. To helpout with taking care of the Animal’s and 

other country’s to helpout and it was fun. And they played Game’s.  
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Writing – Score Point 1                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

The following list describes a writing sample (shown on the previous page) that earns a Score Point 1 
using the ISTEP+ Writing Rubric. 

This sample 

 does not accomplish the task (i.e., write an argument from Luke’s point of view convincing others 
to participate in the Seagoing Cowboys program). 

 has less than minimal development (e.g., To helpout with taking care of the Animal’s and other 
country’s to helpout and it was fun.). 

 is too brief to establish an order. 

 exhibits less than minimal word choice and lacks fluency.  

 demonstrates less than minimal writing technique. 

 demonstrates difficulty establishing an appropriate style. 

NOTE: A Score Point 1 paper represents a performance that fails to accomplish the task. It exhibits 
considerable difficulty in areas of development, organization, and writing style. The writing is generally 
either very brief or rambling and repetitive, sometimes resulting in a response that may be difficult to read 
or comprehend. 

 

 
Grammar and Usage – Score Point 1 

The following list describes a writing sample (shown on the previous page) that earns a Score Point 1 

using the ISTEP+ Grammar and Usage Rubric. 

This sample 

 has capitalization errors (e.g., bomburger [Bomburger], Join [join], Animal’s [animals]). 

 has grade-level spelling errors (e.g., tyin [trying], helpout [help out]). 

 has punctuation errors (e.g., Animal’s [animals]). 

 has difficulty with sentence construction (e.g., To helpout with taking care of the Animal’s and 
other country’s to helpout and it was fun.). 

 has numerous errors in a brief writing sample. 
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Writing Prompt, Sample L 
Writing – Score Point 1 
Grammar and Usage – Score Point 1 
 

He like going on trips becaus of  

How he new it might of boring but he found out it was not boring 

It would rain every night and he did not like it at all but being a sea cowbot was much as a exflore. 
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Writing – Score Point 1                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

The following list describes a writing sample (shown above) that earns a Score Point 1 using the ISTEP+ 
Writing Rubric. 

This sample 

 does not accomplish the task (i.e., write an argument from Luke’s point of view convincing others 
to participate in the Seagoing Cowboys program). 

 has less than minimal development (e.g., How he new it might of boring but he found out it was 
not boring). 

 is too brief to establish an order. 

 exhibits less than minimal word choice and lacks fluency.  

 demonstrates less than minimal writing technique. 

 demonstrates difficulty establishing an appropriate style. 

NOTE: A Score Point 1 paper represents a performance that fails to accomplish the task. It exhibits 
considerable difficulty in areas of development, organization, and writing style. The writing is generally 
either very brief or rambling and repetitive, sometimes resulting in a response that may be difficult to read 
or comprehend. 

 

 
Grammar and Usage – Score Point 1 

The following list describes a writing sample (shown above) that earns a Score Point 1 using the ISTEP+ 

Grammar and Usage Rubric. 

This sample 

 has difficulty establishing clear sentences so a determination regarding usage of capitalization is 
difficult to discern. 

 has grade-level spelling errors (e.g., becaus [because], new [knew], cowbot [cowboy], exflore [?]). 

 uses only one period at the end of the writing. 

 has difficulty constructing clear sentences with a beginning and end. 

 has numerous errors in a brief writing sample. 
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