SCAFFOLDS FOR READING COMPLEX TEXT
· Chunking – breaking up the text so that it is accessible and more significant passages can be studied in depth
· Reading and rereading – pull small groups of struggling readers to pre-read the text with you, so they feel confident in class. Always remember that one read through is not enough – students need several reads of a rigorous text
· Read aloud – read aloud to the class. Student’s need to hear and imitate the natural pauses, inflections, and tonality of a master reader’s voice. 
· Strategic think aloud – modeling to students what is happening in your head as you read is a great way to show students how they might be thinking about a text. This is NOT telling them what to think about – rather it is a way to show HOW they might think about it. I’ll talk about this a little more in a moment. 
· Scaffolding questions – while incredibly rigorous questioning is where we want students to go, not every question has to be a high level comprehension question.   Build in more basic evidence-based questions along the way to check for comprehension and build confidence. 
· Heterogeneous small groups – break your class into smaller groups and assign a stringer reader to guide other students through this. There are many ways to do this – assign different parts of the text to each group so that each group becomes an “expert.” Give each group a different set of questions to work on. 
· Recording – read the text a few days in advance into a device and provide it to ESL and emerging readers. You may also want to pause in your reading and ask questions or provide helpful hints as they listen. Students really enjoy this. 
· Preparing struggling readers to support confidence and participation – similar to recording or rereading, this also includes leveled reading about a topic before encountering the more complex text
· Annotation strategies – increases engagement and comprehension, helps students be “metacognitive” about their learning



· Cornell notes – helps students retain information and summarize knowledge
Cornell Note-taking Method
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· Paraphrasing and journaling – helps students own the information and helps the teacher check for troop understanding
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