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	COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS INITIATIVE – Update 2/19/10


	GENERAL BACKGROUND


What is the Common Core State Standards Initiative?
A state-led effort coordinated by the National Governors Association Center for Best Practices (NGA Center) and the Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO). (See attached PROCESS flowchart for additional information.)
What are the Common Core Standards?

The Common Core Standards include K-12 and College Career and Readiness Standards for English and Mathematics that define the knowledge and skills students should have to succeed in entry-level, credit-bearing, academic college courses and in workforce training programs. The Common Core Standards:
· are aligned with college and work expectations.
· include rigorous content and application of knowledge through high-order skills.
· build upon strengths and lessons of current state standards.
· are internationally benchmarked.
· are evidence and/or research-based.
	INDIANA’S CONTEXT


Why is this initiative important for Indiana’s students?

Currently, every state has its own set of academic standards, meaning students in each state are potentially learning to different levels. Expectations for students will be consistent across all states and territories, preparing Indiana’s students to compete with their peers in the next state. Additionally, the Common Core Standards are internationally benchmarked priming Indiana’s students to compete globally. 
Why is this initiative important for Indiana’s educators?

Adopting the Common Core Standards will allow for more focused pre-service training and professional development. Educators will have the opportunity to tailor curriculum, improve teaching methods, and promote the sharing of best practices within a national context. 

Has Indiana reviewed the Common Core Standards?
The Indiana Department of Education staff worked to review the Common Core Standards in relation to Indiana’s Academic Standards. The IDOE submitted feedback to CCSSO for review. (See attached MEMORANDUM.)
	INDIANA’S FUTURE


Will Indiana adopt the Common Core Standards?
As part of Indiana’s Race to the Top application, Indiana agreed to adopt the Common Core Standards in August 2010. 
When will Indiana have the finalized Common Core Standards?
The expected release is Early 2010.

Will Indiana provide information on how Indiana’s Academic Standards align to the Common Core Standards?
As part of this initiative, Achieve, Inc. is developing a tool to help states align their state standards with the Common Core Standards. Indiana has not yet seen this tool but has been contacted about acquiring its most current standards.

What support will be offered to schools as Indiana transitions to the Common Core Standards?
Schools will need to be provided support from the Indiana Department of Education through this transition. Resources and professional development are necessary to support this initiative. Instructional materials and assessments that align to the standards and measure and support student progress will need to be developed. 
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