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Section  Indicator Number Publishers Comments Evidence 

Phonological/Phonemic Awareness #9  A truly integrated approach to instruction 
is what inspired the authorship as they 
crafted the instruction in Literacy by 
Design.  Both formal and informal 
opportunities are housed within the 
Comprehensive Teacher’s Guide and the 
Small Group Reading Teacher’s Guide.  
The daily lessons within the Teach 
Phonemic Awareness/Phonics consist of 
modeling and student interaction which 
easily serve as a tool for teacher 
observation.   

Comprehensive Teacher’s Guide: 
Pg. 16: “Say the sentence again slowly 
asking children to hold up a finger for 
each word.” 
Pg 40: Rhyme Production 
 
 

Phonological/Phonemic Awareness #20 
 

 
 

Grounded in best-practices, Literacy by 
Design ‘s instruction and assessment 
encourage appropriate instruction on a 
daily basis.  Through a truly tailored 
gradual release model, teachers are 
afforded a unique flexibility which 
permits skills already mastered to move 
from the whole-class instruction period to 
a small-group opportunity.  While there 
are, in fact, daily opportunities for 
phonemic awareness instruction, the 
program resources also assist in 
important decisions when students have 
already mastered targeted skills. 

Rigby Reads Teacher’s Manual pg 20: “If 
a student performs well on the Beginning 
Reader Test or the Grade 1 or Grade 2 
Evaluation or Diagnostic Test, it is likely 
that he or she is already proficient in 
phonemic awareness.   
 
Phonemic Awareness Test 
 
Beginner Reader Test 
 
Diagnostic Test 

Phonological/Phonemic Awareness #22 While Literacy by Design does not include 
a separate component which houses a 

Teachers model pronunciation daily in the 
Phonics/Phonemic Awareness 
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pronunciation guide, both the 
Comprehensive Teacher’s Guide and the 
Small Group Reading Teacher’s Guide are 
representative of the research of Michael 
Opitz in the field of phonics and fluency.  
Further reinforcing appropriate phoneme 
instruction are the contributions of Drs. 
Yvonne and David Freeman.  Together, 
the authors have provided invaluable 
insight concerning embedded 
instructional routines that soon become 
second-nature to the teacher and inspires 
mastery of phonological principles 

Instruction in step 1 of the lesson plan.  
Additional pronunciation support for 
teachers and students can be found 
online at www.literacybydesign.com 
under Teacher Resources.  Features 
include Sound and Transfer Support, 
Sound Symbol Transfer Support, Stop 
Sounds Pronunciation, and Continuous 
Sounds Pronunciation. 

Phonological/Phonemic Awareness #25 
  
 

Developmental spelling is a part of 
Literacy by Design.  Grade one clearly 
demonstrates a balance between pattern 
spelling words and high frequency words 
which are “regular” and “irregular”.  In 
developing the high-frequency word 
scope in LBD, the development team 
analyzed several authoritative high-
frequency word lists, including Dolch, Fry, 
Harrison-Jacobson, and Fountas & Pinnell. 
Final selection prioritized those words 
that appeared in two or more lists. The 
high-frequency words appear in the 
phonics charts and throughout the 
leveled readers. 

Comprehensive Teacher’s Guide pg 130: 
Review ip, in and High-Frequency Words. 
 
Phonics Chart: Supports the decoding of 
both words that are pattern-based and 
those that are considered “irregular”. 
 
Leveled Readers provide practice in the 
phonic element, which informs the 
spelling list, and the high-frequency 
words. 

Instructional Design #29  
 
 
 

 

Literacy by Design has a dual pathway for 
acceleration: In whole-class settings, 
students are exposed to on-level skills and 
texts; instruction in 
small-group settings is differentiated. 
Small-group instruction integrates 
teaching support to help English language 

Preview View and Review strategies for 
English Language Learners are present 
throughout the program: 
 
Small Group Reading Teacher’s Guide pg 
47: ELL Build Academic Language. 
 

http://www.literacybydesign.com/
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learners and struggling learners access 
the core set of grade-level skills. As the 
small group instruction is designed to 
meet the needs of students at their 
instructional level, Literacy by Design 
naturally lends itself to properly 
instructing students of all achievement 
levels.  The Comprehension and Writing 
Bridges provide differentiated teaching 
suggestions designed to support students 
at different levels. 
This allows teachers to target instruction 
for individual 
students. With clearly defined learning 
targets driving interaction and a 
commitment to focused learning across 
multiple texts, small-group experiences 
help learners develop a strategy “tool 
belt” that allows them to get the most out 
of the print they read. 

Comprehensive Teacher’s Guide pg 93: 
ELL View; Struggling Readers. 
 
Comprehensive Teacher’s Guide pg 98: 
Enrichment Activity. 
 
 

Instructional Design #30  
 
 
 

 

Literacy by Design was crafted to support 
the entire teaching and learning 
community as one cohesive unit.  
Assessment tools inform teachers, 
reading specialists, ESL teachers and 
others who might wish to identify 
exceptional learners, or students who 
have mastered particular skills.  Highly 
supportive in nature, the instruction is 
intended for those who are engaged in 
literacy instruction with children.  The 
author papers within the Professional 
Handbook offer additional insight 
concerning some of the most current 
research-based practices.  As the whole-

Comprehensive Teacher’s Guide: 
ELL Suggestions for Preview View and 
Review are ideal for ESL teachers. 
 
Leveled Readers and Small Group 
Reading Teacher’s Guide can be used by 
either the classroom teacher or reading 
specialist. 
 
Assessment data is designed to be shared 
by the entire teaching and learning 
community and supports a variety of 
reporting methods. 
 
See also Comprehensive Teacher’s Guide 
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group instruction is supportive of all 
learners, while including scaffolds for 
struggling readers and English language 
learners, the small group instruction is 
designed to meet students at their level 
of instruction. 

Professional Handbook. 

Instructional Design #31  
 
 
 

 

Literacy by Design instruction includes 
whole class and small group lessons for a 
diverse learning community.  Designed to 
support a true balanced approach to 
literacy, classroom setting 
recommendations, classroom 
management tools and other teaching 
resources are made available in the 
program to ensure implementation of 
instruction with fidelity and ease.  Both 
the Small Group Reading Teacher’s Guide 
and the Comprehensive Teacher’s Guide 
support teachers as they identify the ideal 
classroom and instructional setting for 
their students.   

Several tools aid in the overall 
instructional setting of the classroom.  
Within the Small Group Reading 
Teacher’s Guide Overview there are 
suggestions for ways to create a 
successful environment for a reading 
workshop.   
 
Comprehension Organizers: Inspire 
independence in a community of small-
group instruction while teachers are able 
to foster a community of independence 
as students demonstrate how they used 
their skills. 
 
Independent Reading Log: Presents itself 
as an invaluable tool to evaluate what 
kind of reading is being done over the 
course of the unit. 
 
Independent Reading Self-Assessment: A 
self-evaluative tool which allows students 
to reflect on data and determine next-
steps with the teacher. 
 
Leveled Readers: Carefully crafted texts 
which meet very specific characteristics 
per level.  As students’ level is identified 
and then matched with a text, LBD is 
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appropriate for students of all 
performance levels. 

Fluency #23  
 
 
 
 

 

In addition to an array of Shared Readings 
and Read Alouds, students will benefit 
from a wide-range of leveled texts at each 
level of instruction.  Each level also 
includes a Benchmark Book to assess 
student progress in an effective manner. 

Texts include Big Books, Whole Class 
Chart selections, and Leveled Readers.  
 
Leveled Readers are available as multiple 
copies and represent eight levels, with 
eight titles supporting each level, 
providing 64 titles for each grade.   
 
Additionally, each level is supported by a 
Benchmark Book. 
 
Supporting practice with particular phonic 
elements, the Decodable Books offer 
another layer of text support. 

Fluency #28 
 

Within the core instruction of Literacy by 
Design lives a goal to achieve reading 
proficiency and independence in every 
student.  Several tools have been created 
to promote this to a maximum without 
leaving children devoid of the necessary 
supports of developing readers.  The 
Comprehensive Teacher’s Guide supports 
the rereading of text for many purposes, 
while the Small Group Reading Teacher’s 
Guide brings a host of resources, including 
instructional tips to the forefront.   

Oral Reading Record Form: While initially 
designed as a teacher tool, students are 
able to collect data about their reading 
and record their findings. 
 
Independent Reading Self-Assessment 
 
Independent Reading Log 

Vocabulary #20 Literacy by Design teaches prefixes, roots, 
and suffixes before connecting them to 
words. 

Instruction for teaching meanings of 
prefixes, roots, and suffixes is part of 
Literacy by Design and can be found at 
www.literacybydesign.com under 
Teacher Resources. 

Vocabulary #21 Literacy by Design provides strategies for 
determining word meanings based on 

Instruction for teaching strategies to 
determine word meanings based on 

http://www.literacybydesign.com/
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meanings of prefixes, roots, and suffixes. prefixes, roots, and suffixes is provided 
and can be found at 
www.literacybydesign.com under 
Teacher Resources. 

Vocabulary #22 Literacy by Design teaches multiple 
aspects of word study. 

Instruction for word study is part of 
Literacy by Design and can be found at 
www.literacybydesign.com under 
Teacher Resources.  Word study lessons 
include Multiple Meanings, Synonyms, 
Antonyms, Homonyms, and Figurative 
Meanings. 

Vocabulary #25 Inspiring students to be successful using 
21

st
 century skills is a goal of Literacy by 

Design.  Leveled Readers contain key 
general and domain-specific vocabulary 
and are housed on the web to enhance a 
student’s experience. 

Leveled Readers are available online and 
reinforce key vocabulary skills for 
students. 

Comprehension #14 Literacy by Design is crafted with a clear 
intent to gradually release the 
responsibility to the student.  At the 
beginning of every unit, students will 
interact with a Modeled Reading, 
supported by phonics reads through 
Decodable Books. 

Please see Comprehensive Teacher’s 
Guide pg 42 and pg 77. 

Professional Development #5 More customized professional 
development options are available in our 
PD brochure at a charge. 

See PD brochure for customized 
professional development options above 
and beyond product implementation.  
These are at a charge to the district. 
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