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In order to appeal the ratings provided to the Department of Education by the educator review teams, please complete the table below for any indicator for 
which your program received a score of “0.” Indicators that received a “1” or “2” will not be reviewed by our reconsideration committee. Additionally, any 
appeal that is not supported by specific evidence and the source of this evidence will not be considered. If you need additional rows, please add them to the end 
of the table. If you cite any evidence from documentation that was not provided to IDOE or the original reviewers, please include this documentation with your 
submission. Please return these documents to textbook@doe.in.gov no later than midnight on Friday, September 21. 

Rowland Reading Foundation/Superkids Reading Program/Kindergarten 
Section Indicator Number Publisher Comments Evidence 

Fluency 
 

#8: Does the program 
encourage the teacher 
to model speed, 
accuracy, and 
prosody? 

Fluency instruction in Story Lessons (on yellow-tinted pages) in 
each unit always has the teacher model a specific fluency skill, such 
as reading accurately at an appropriate speed and with natural 
phrasing and expression (prosody). The decodable stories in the 
program include lots of dialogue, first in speech balloons and later 
set off with quotation marks. With these stories, teachers are able 
to model prosody and show how fluent reading can sound like 
conversation. In addition, daily read-alouds by the teacher and 
recorded readings of the Superkids texts provide children with 
more models of fluent reading.  
 

*Meet the Superkids Teacher’s Guides,  
Unit 1, p. 41; Unit 6, p. 30; Unit 10, p. 17; Unit 12, 
p. 21 
 
*Superkids’ Club Teacher’s Guides, Units 1–2, pp. 
25, 45; Units 3–4, pp. 18, 42; Units 5–7, p. 39; 
Units 10–11, p. 43 
 
Daily Read-Aloud Routine card in the Meet the 
Superkids teacher’s binder  
 
Recorded readings online in the teacher portal 

Fluency 
 

#11: Is fluency 
instruction integrated 
into each day’s 
lesson? 

Fluent reading is modeled every day with teacher read-alouds. 
Once children have learned enough letter-sounds (by Unit 5 of 
Meet the Superkids), they begin daily blending practice to develop 
automaticity in decoding words fluently. By Unit 9 of Meet the 
Superkids, children also practice applying fluency skills to connected 
text in each unit as they read and reread the decodable Superkids 
stories in the Student Books and Superkids Libraries.  

Daily Read-Aloud Routine and Quick Guide to 
Blending cards in the two teacher’s binders.  
 
Daily Routine for Blending: Meet, Unit 9, pp. 17, 
21, 25, 29; Club, Units 3–4, pp. 14, 19, 23, 29, 38, 
43, 47 
 
Fluency with connected text: Meet, Unit 9, pp. 22–
24, 30–33; Club, Units 3-4, pp. 15–18, 39–42 
 
Superkids Library Books online in the teacher 
portal 

mailto:textbook@doe.in.gov
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Vocabulary 
 
 

#6: Are assessments 
included to measure 
and monitor progress 
in vocabulary? 

Teachers assess children’s vocabulary skills by monitoring their 
responses during explicit vocabulary instruction at the beginning of 
each unit and in Story Follow-up Lessons. Story Lessons also include 
specific questions teachers can ask to check children's 
understanding of key vocabulary and idioms used in the texts 
children hear and read. Teachers record their observations in a 
child’s Student Record Form. In addition, the tabbed Vocabulary 
page in the Superkids Skill-Building Book provides Quick 
Assessments and a Workout Plan to help teachers diagnose specific 
vocabulary problems children may have and suggest activities to 
strengthen and extend children's skills. 
 
 

Club Assessment Book, p. 73 
 

Superkids Skill-Building Book, both sides of 
Vocabulary tab (between pp. 118 and 119) 
 

How to Teach the Superkids in the Meet the 
Superkids teacher’s binder, pp. 28–30 
 

Meet, Unit 10, pp. 6–7 (Step 2), 12 (Lasting 
Lessons), 15 (Step 1), 16 (Question 3), 28 (Step 1), 
29 (Question 4) 
 

Club, Units 1–2, pp. 8–9 (Step 2), 11 (Extend 
activity), 22 (Step 1), 23 (Frame 2 question), 34 
(Step 1), 43 (Step 1), 45 (Frame 1 question), 47 
(Step 2) 
 
 
 

Vocabulary 
 

#10: Does the 
program include 
frequent use of 
teacher read-alouds 
using higher level 
books with 
explanation and 
instruction of key 
vocabulary? 

The Teacher’s Guide for each unit of Meet the Superkids ends with 
a fictional story or informational text for the teacher to read aloud. 
The lessons for these read-aloud texts provide student-friendly 
explanations of and instruction on key vocabulary from the text. In 
addition, teachers are expected to read aloud daily from 
recommended books that relate to key concepts explored in each 
unit of the program.   

Read-aloud text lessons at the end of every Meet 
the Superkids Teacher’s Guide, such as: 
Meet, Unit 5, p. 29 (Step 1, wiggling, squirming, 
darts, plain, fancy);   
Meet, Unit 6, p. 27 (Step 1, seasons, weather, 
temperature), p. 29 (Discuss the informational 
text, seasons), p. 30 (Quick Writing, seasons);  
Meet, Unit 10, p. 28 (Step 1, ocean, oxygen, gills, 
scales) and p. 29 (Question 4, fry, school)  
 
Lists of Books to Read Aloud found at the 
beginning of each unit in every Teacher’s Guide, 
such as Meet, Unit 8, p. 3; Club, Units 1–2, p. 5 
 
Daily Read-Aloud Routine card in the Meet the 
Superkids teacher’s binder 
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Vocabulary 
 

#13: Are a limited 
number of words 
selected for robust, 
explicit vocabulary 
instruction? 

In the Superkids program, vocabulary is explicitly taught using rich 
illustrations in the Student Books, in Story Lessons with read-aloud 
or decodable texts, and in Story Follow-up Lessons. All the texts, 
even the decodable ones, offer robust and nuanced vocabulary to 
teach and discuss. 

Illustrations: Meet, Unit 1, p. 9 (Step 2, casserole, 
concoction, ingredients); Unit 10, pp. 6–7, (Step 2, 
pond, dock, pier, bobber, bait) 
 

Read-Alouds: Meet, Unit 4, pp. 28–29 (pretending, 
swaying, hunched up, swooping, swallow, swift); 
Unit 8, pp. 27–30 (what if, sleepover, worried, 
embarrassed, relieved) 
 

Story Lessons: Club, Unit 8, pp. 24–27 (present 
[“gift” and “to give”], romp, stomp, stand [“to put 
up with”], difficult [“challenging behavior”], brat) 
 

Story Follow-up Lessons: Club, Unit 8, pp. 34–35 
(Step 2, theater, stage, costumes, props, scenery); 
Unit 10, p. 26 (Step 2, creative, ordinary, 
extraordinary) 

Vocabulary 
 

#15a: Does the 
instructional routine 
for vocabulary 
include: Introducing 
the word? 

The Story Lessons (on yellow-tinted pages) contain an explicit 
routine for teaching vocabulary. Step 1 introduces a few important 
words or idioms from the text before children hear or read it. These 
are words that are helpful for children to know up front in order to 
understand big ideas in the text. Student-friendly definitions are 
given when the words are introduced. Often, additional examples, 
physical gestures, or visuals are provided to reinforce meanings. In 
Step 3, questions are provided to help teachers check children’s 
understanding of the text and its vocabulary. Questions labeled 
“Develop vocabulary, Understand idioms, Understand multiple-
meaning words” directly ask about vocabulary. Story Follow-up 
Lessons (the lessons directly after the yellow-tinted pages in 
Superkids’ Club) develop children’s understanding of relationships 
between words, teaching, for example, about synonyms, antonyms, 
and multiple-meaning words. Teachers can also use the Quick 
Assessments, Workout Plan, and activities in the Vocabulary section 
of the Superkids Skill-Building Book to assess and strengthen 
children’s vocabulary skills.  

Meet, Unit 2, p. 33 (Step 1, surprise, special, fork, 
intersection), p. 34 (Question 1, mysterious), p. 35 
(Discuss the story, surprise)  
 
Club, Units 3-4, p. 15 (Step 1, discuss, boss), p. 16 
(Develop Vocabulary and Think aloud, dull, [hot 
dog] stand, a lot of fuss), pp. 20–21 (Step 2)  
 
How to Teach the Superkids in the Meet the 
Superkids teacher’s binder, pp. 28–29 (more 
information about how vocabulary is taught in the 
Superkids program) 
 
Superkids Skill-Building Book, Vocabulary section 
(tabbed page and pp. 119–154) 
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Vocabulary 
 

#15b:  Does the 
instructional routine 
for vocabulary 
include: Presenting a 
student-friendly 
explanation? 

See description of routine in row for Vocabulary Indicator #15a on 
previous page. 

See examples for Vocabulary Indicator #15a on 
previous page. 

Vocabulary 
 

#15d: Does the 
instructional routine 
for vocabulary 
include: Checking 
students’ 
understanding? 

See description of routine in row for Vocabulary Indicator #15a on 
previous page. Also see comments for Vocabulary Indicator #6 on 
assessing vocabulary. 

See examples for Vocabulary Indicator #6 and 
Vocabulary Indicator #15a on previous pages. 


