Subject:� Language Arts
Grade:� Eleven
Standard:� #5:� Writing Applications (Different Types of Writing and Their Characteristics)
Key Concept: Point of view influences the way a story is read.
Generalization:� In rewriting a story in a different format, students gain an understanding and an appreciation of the effects and style that an author creates.
Background;� Students have been studying the idea of audience and how an author creates for an audience.� In preparation for this lesson, the students have read Mark Twain's short story, "The Celebrated Jumping Frog of Calaveras County"(the original title is "The Notorious Jumping Frog of Calaveras County").� They will now rewrite elements of the story in a different genre.� They will choose to be in a group according to the type of rewriting they wish to do.� In addition, a lesson on the construction of rubrics that guide in peer review would be helpful before this lesson.� Then as a specific group, students interested in one of these three formats could construct their own rubric for assessment.� They would be familiar with the guidelines before they rewrote the story.
This lesson is tiered in product according to interest.
Tier I: Students Interested in Newspaper Format
These students will rewrite the events of the story as a news article.� To do this, they must use an objective voice (not the first person narrative style of the story), and choose events and factual information in the story that can be condensed into a news column.� A good way to begin the task is to have each student individually write a column and then share what they have with other members of this interest group.� Hence, the group becomes a sounding board to respond to each student's work.� A ten point rubric which captures the important elements of the story and the newspaper format guides the peer assessment.� After assessing each other's articles, each student should revise his/her individual piece.� Each student turns in an individual product.
Tier II:� Students Interested in Diary or Journal Format
These students will use the first person diary format but will write from the point of view of a different character in the story.� Some will undoubtedly want to write from the frog's perspective, and as long as the same rules apply for constructing the entry, that is fine.� As in the tier I activity, these students should choose events and ideas that are important to Twain's story, but they need to capture the essence of the character as well.� Each student in the group should construct his/her diary entry.� The interest group should then meet to respond to each other's work.� Again, a ten point rubric that responds to the format chosen is the guide to assessing each other's work.
Tier III:� Students Interested in Writing a Letter of Complaint for the Cruelty to Animals
These students will use a business letter format and will write a letter of complaint to Mark Twain for constructing a story that uses animals in inappropriate ways.� In this case, the treatment of frogs is the focus of the letter of concern.� The letter must be written seriously, and the events recorded accurately.� However, the rest of the letter may reflect the student's own creativity.� Students should do their own individual letters, but then meet in interest groups to share their products.� Again, a ten point rubric which addresses the needs of the business letter format should guide students in their assessment of each other's work.
Assessment:� Each group has a separate task and a separate rubric for assessing peers' work.� This peer assessment should be done in the group so that input can help with revision of the product.� But these products are fun and educational for all.� A product fair in which the students hang their work with illustrations for all to see would be an excellent culminating activity for showcasing the different formats of writing that each focus on the same original piece of literature. ��Students can visit each piece to see what their classmates have written.� This provides a different format from the usual class presentation that takes an oral turn.� Showcasing the writing is a suitable culmination for this activity.
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