Subject:� Language Arts
Grade:� Eleven
Standard:� #3:� Literary Response and Analysis
Key Concept:� Literature is influenced by history and an analysis of the historical period reveals dimensions of characters and plot that enrich the study.
Generalization:� The Great Gatsby is a clear example of the effects of the 1920's on a tragic set of characters.� This lesson focuses on specific characters and events that are reflective of the time period.
Background:� Students have read the first four chapters of The Great Gatsby for this lesson.
This lesson is tiered in process according to readiness.
Tier I:� Below Grade Level Learners� Knowledge/Comprehension Activity
����������� In a group answer the following questions:
1. What do you learn about Nick Carroway in Chapter 1?� What has influenced 
Him to go to New York?� What does his father warn him about as a Midwesterner going east?
2. How is East Egg described?� How is West Egg described?� What about the Valley of Ashes seems interesting?
3. How does Nick Carroway know Tom and Daisy Buchanan?
4. What does Tom do for a living?� What is his relationship with Myrtle?
5. Who is Jordan Baker?� What does she do?
6. List as many ways as you can that Nick is different from the other characters.
7. What mention of mob activity do you see in the first four chapters?
Someone should take notes for the group and all answers need to be supported by textual evidence.
Tier II:� Grade Level Learners:� Analysis Activity
In a group, do the following activities:
1. Using a Venn Diagram, compare and contrast East and West Egg.
2. Compare Daisy and Myrtle as the two women in Tom's life.
3. How does the era of the 1920's provide a suitable backdrop for the actions of this novel?� What do you think that F. Scott Fitzgerald was trying to say about people during this era?� 
4. Compare Gatsby's party to Tom and Myrtle's apartment party.
5. Analyze the first part of the novel according to "shady dealings" that are evident in the text.� What historical events of the 20's are alluded to in this portion of the novel?
Again, someone should take notes, and ideas should be ready to share with the rest of the class.
Tier III:� Above Grade Level Learners:� Synthesis and Evaluation Activity
In a group work with the text in response to the following questions:
1. How are Nick Carroway and Dr. T.J. Eckleburg similar?� What role do these two seem to play in the novel?
2. Why call the land in between the "Valley of Ashes"?� 
3. What similarities do you find in T.S. Eliot poetry and The Great Gatsby?
4. �What other historical or philosophical influences are evident in allusions in this novel?
5. How does a person create his/her "own persona"?� Why would Jay Gatsby choose not to be James Gatz in the 1920"s?� What social influences would provide impetus to change?
Take notes to share with the rest of the class.� Be sure to use textual evidence as often as you can.� If you refer to other texts, be sure to clearly reference them.
Assessment:� Each group is working on the same amount of text but in very different ways.� Sharing ideas is valuable in that students can derive different perspectives from a variety of thoughts shared.� However, an equally valuable exercise would be to write a journal entry from the perspective of Nick Carroway or any of the characters concerning one of the events talked about in the group.� The journal entry may be turned in for assessment or it may be added to the student's portfolio on Gatsby activities.
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