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Re: Case Review Panel 

Commissioner Ress, 

Thank you for your call regarding Indiana High School Athletic Association (IHSAA) policy and the 
implementation of specific By-laws. While you and I have not together discussed specific referrals to the 
Case Review Panel, I certainly appreciate the open dialogue on your concerns and other general matters. 

The Panel will provide a thorough review of each IHSAA Executive Review Committee decision that has 
been referred to the Panel. In response to your request on November 41

\ 2010, and in response to a 
number of questions presented by Bob Baker, the Panel will include a presentation of all of the 
Committee's Conclusions of Law, so that all issues may be preserved on appeal. Also, statute allows a 
court of jurisdiction to review a Panel-affirmed Committee decision (See LC. § 20-26-14-7(c)), without 
reviewing the Panel's decision. Therefore, state law provides the Committee with protection in those 
instances as well. 

Recently, the Panel provided an in-depth review as a result of your request. The Panel concluded that 
IHSAA Rule 17, the Hardship Rule, included a vague definition of "hardship." As a result, the Panel 
believes the rule has led to confusion for parents, principles, and athletic directors. While some examples 
of hardship exist in the rules, no clear definition is provided to allow parents, athletic directors, and 
principals to adequately understand the manner in which to best apply the rule. 

As a result, the Committee's interpretation of Rule 17-8.1, General Hardship, leads to a strange analysis 
that nests a hardship requirement into the spirit of the Transfer Rule, thus adding a "control" element to 
any application of the Transfer Rule. Yet, many of the Transfer Rules do not require the circumstances to 
be beyond the student's control in order for full eligibility to apply. Additionally, the Committee's 
interpretation may require a parent to prove hardship elements for two different sets of circumstances, 
instead of one, in order to receive a hardship exception. This seems to contradict court interpretation and 
the intent of the hardship rule. 

To that end, the Panel requests that the IHSAA revise Rule 17 to include a definition of hardship. The 
Panel has asked that I meet with you regarding this request. At your convenience, please call me at 
317.232.6676 so we can set up a time. Again, thank you for maintaining an open dialogue on all issues. 


