[bookmark: _GoBack]What is standard setting? Standard setting refers to the process by which the score needed to pass a test is established. For the Indiana CORE Assessments for Educator Licensure program, Indiana teachers and teacher educators participated in a standard setting meeting in which they reviewed each of the test items on a test form. They received training in the standard setting process and provided ratings for each test item regarding how examinees who are ready to begin teaching in the content area would perform on the item. These expert judgments are then used to calculate a “panel-based passing score”.
What is a panel-based passing score? The panel-based passing score refers to the number of test items candidates would need to answer correctly to pass the test, computed on the basis of the standard setting ratings provided by the Indiana teachers and teacher educators who met for this purpose.
What is SEM? All measurements, including test scores, involve some level of measurement error. The Standard Error of Measurement, or SEM, is often used to estimate the level of error. There is a 95% probability that an examinee’s “observed score” (the score on the test) is within +2 SEMs of that examinee’s “true score”. The panel-based passing score may be adjusted by one or two SEMs in either direction when setting the official passing score.
How is the passing standard determined? The Indiana State Board of Education is responsible for establishing the passing standard for each test included in the Indiana CORE Assessments for Educator Licensure program. They consider the panel-based passing score provided by Indiana teachers and teacher educators, as well as the scores at the SEM adjustments, in determining the passing score for the test.

