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Reimbursement for Meals Provided by Parents in the Child and Adult Care Food Program 
 

PURPOSE: This instruction sets forth the policy prohibiting claiming reimbursement 
for meals provided by a child’s parents.  This also includes meals served 
by a day care home provider to her own children under specific 
conditions. 

 
SCOPE: Institutions and family day care home providers participating in the Child 

and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP).   
 
DESCRIPTION: The basic premise of all the Child Nutrition Programs is to reimburse 

participating schools and institutions for costs associated with providing 
wholesome, nutritious meals to children.  If costs are not incurred, then 
reimbursement is not paid.  If children bring their own food to a child care 
center or home, then such meals should not be claimed for reimbursement.   

 
 There are two exceptions to the above:  (1) if it is necessary for a parent to 

supply a particular item for medical reasons, then the meal may still be 
claimed for reimbursement if the caregiver supplies at least one required 
meal component.  In such cases, the caregiver should keep a statement 
signed by a medical authority on file.  Examples are a substitute required 
for a milk allergy or rice crackers instead of bread for children with a 
wheat malabsorption problem.   

 
 (2) FNS has revised program policy to recognize the non-food related cost 

of serving infants by allowing reimbursement for meals containing only 
infant formula, whether supplied by the caregiver or by the parent. 

 
 
SOURCE: FNS Instruction 784-3, dated October 14, 1982, United States Department 

of Agriculture, Food and Nutrition Service; FY 2003 Policy Instruction 
13, Reimbursement of Infant Meals in CNP.   

 
 
 


