
Annual Grant Opportunities 

General Mill’s Champion for Healthy Kids Grant(Due in January) 
 
The General Mills Foundation, in partnership with the American Dietetic Association Foundation and the 
President's Council on Physical Fitness, developed the Champions for Healthy Kids grant program in 2002. 
Each year since inception, the General Mills Foundation awards 50 grants of $10,000 each to community-
based groups that develop creative ways to help youth adopt a balanced diet and physically active lifestyle.  

In addition, the General Mills Foundation sponsors up to 50,000 young people each year to participate in the 
President's Challenge and earn the Presidential Active Lifestyle Award for their commitment to a physically 
active and fit lifestyle. The Presidential Active Lifestyle Awards recognize youth ages 6 to 17 for establishing 
and maintaining a physically active lifestyle. For more information visit: 
http://www.generalmills.com/corporate/commitment/champions.aspx.  

Fiskars Project Orange Thumb Grant 
 

(Due in February) 

Project Orange Thumb® provides community groups with grants to create and develop their own special 
community gardens. These include projects geared toward community involvement, neighborhood 
beautification, sustainable agriculture and/or horticultural education.  
Community garden groups, as well as schools, youth groups, community centers, camps, clubs, treatment 
facilities, etc. are encouraged to apply. Visit 
http://www.fiskars.com/content/garden_en_us/Garden/ProjectOrangeThumb to learn more. 

Welch’s Harvest Grants (Due in February) 
 
This award is open to K-8 classrooms in the United States with a minimum of 15 students who plan to use 
outdoor or indoor gardens to teach students about nutrition and sustainable agriculture. Two winning schools 
will be selected from each state. 
 
Winners may choose between an outdoor or indoor garden package filled with a variety of garden tools, 
seeds, and educational materials. The top 5 winners will receive a package valued at $1,000; 25 winners will 
receive a package valued at $500; and 70 winners will receive a package valued at $250. To learn more visit 
http://www.scholastic.com/harvest/ 

Mantis Awards for Community and Youth Gardens (Due in February/March) 
 
Each year, Mantis presents the Mantis Awards for charitable and educational garden projects that enhance 
the quality of life in their host communities. NGA selects 25 outstanding applicants to receive Mantis 
tillers/cultivators.  
 
Any nonprofit garden program may apply. In the past, winners have included schools, churches, correctional 
facilities, parks departments, youth camps, community gardens, and many others. These are groups turning 
slim resources into bountiful gardens with far-reaching benefits, from increasing their community’s access to 
fresh nutritious foods to educating the public about the importance of gardening in our nation’s history. For 
more information visit: http://www.kidsgardening.com/grants/mantis-criteria.asp 
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Carol M White Physical Education Program (Due in March) 
 
The Carol M. White Physical Education Program provides grants to LEAs and community-based organizations 
(CBOs) to initiate, expand, or enhance physical education programs, including after-school programs, for 
students in kindergarten through 12th grade. Grant recipients must implement programs that help students 
make progress toward meeting state standards. For more information visit: 
http://www.ed.gov/programs/whitephysed/index.html  

NASPE/ING Run For Something Better School Awards Program(Due in April) 
 
The awards program will provide up to five $2,000 grants to schools in each state that desire to establish a 
school based running program or expand an existing one. Awards are available to programs that target grades 
4th through 8th in public elementary or middle schools. Schools must design a before, during, and/or after 
school program which will be offered to the best of the school’s ability to all students in eligible grades. The 
program must not be exclusive to participants of one gender. The program must have a commitment of at 
least 25 students in order to apply. For more information visit: 
http://www.orangelaces.com/site/index/home/ 
 
SILENT HERO GRANT PROGRAM(Due in April) 

 
Grants ranging from $2,000 to $10,000 will be awarded to expand the reach of underutilized child nutrition 
programs, including the School Breakfast Program and the Summer Nutrition Program. 
 
If you are a public, non-profit private school or 501(c)(3) non-profit that participates in the National School 
Breakfast Program you may qualify for the Alternate Meal Service Breakfast Grant. Alternate meal service is 
defined as either breakfast in the classroom, grab and go or any other alternate site meal service outside of 
the standard cafeteria lunch line. 
 
For more information visit: http://www.gotbreakfast.org/grants.php 
 
National Gardening Association’s Hooked on Hydroponics Education Grants (Due in September)  

The Grow Store and Progressive Gardening have joined with the National Gardening Association to offer 
hydroponic equipment to expand indoor gardening opportunities for elementary and middle and high school 
students.  The program provides schools with equipment and learning materials for hydroponics projects that 
involve at least fifteen children between the ages of 6 and 18. Applicants must verify that their facility can 
accommodate the equipment in the award packages available for their age group. To learn more visit 
http://www.kidsgardening.com/grants/HOH.asp.  

AeroGrow Growing Kids Award (Due in October) 
 
The AeroGarden is an innovative solution for bringing gardening activities into the classroom. The AeroGrow 
Growing Kids Awards, sponsored by AeroGrow International, Inc., will provide 300 educators nationwide with 
this useful, hands-on tool to enrich and enhance the study of nutrition and life science in the classroom. 
 
This award is open to K-6 classrooms in the United States with a minimum of 15 students who plan to use 
indoor gardens to teach nutrition and life science. For more information visit: 
http://www.kidsgardening.com/grants/GrowingKids.asp 
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AAHPERD Jump Rope For Heart Grant Program (Due in October)  
 
Grant recipients will receive a cumulative grant. Part of these funds will support professional development, 
including: a one year AAHPERD membership, AAHPERD National Convention registration, and expenses 
associated with travel to the Convention. The remaining funds will be used to buy equipment to enhance 
his/her physical education program. 
  
Previous winners may reapply in two years; however, priority will be given to new applicants.Visit 
http://www.aahperd.org/jump/awards/grantprogram/ for more information.  

National Gardening Association’s Healthy Sprouts Awards Program (Due in October) 

The National Gardening Association encourages the growth of health-focused youth garden programs through 
the Healthy Sprouts Awards sponsored by Gardener's Supply Company. The awards support school and youth 
garden programs that teach about nutrition and the issue of hunger in the United States.  To be eligible for the 
Healthy Sprouts Awards, a school or organization must plan to garden in with at least fifteen children between 
the ages of 3 and 18. The selection of winners is based on the demonstrated relationship between the garden 
program and nutrition and hunger issues in the United States. Recipient programs will receive gardening 
supplies and resources. 

Love Your Veggies School Grant Program (Due in November) 
 
Each grant award will support an elementary school in developing a vegetable program offering fresh produce 
to be implemented as early as April and lasting through the following school year. Each school grant usually 
consists of $10,000 in direct funding. 
 
Funding must be spent on any of the following:  

• Fresh produce  • A vegetable station 

• Kitchen equipment  • Food Safety Training 
• Program staffing  • Nutrition education supplies 

 
For more information visit http://loveyourveggies.com/index.php 

National Gardening Association’s Youth Garden Grants (Due in November) 
 
NGA awards Youth Garden Grants to schools and community organizations with child-centered garden 
programs. Applicants must plan to garden with at least 15 children between the ages of 3 and 18 years. 
Previous Youth Garden Grant winners who wish to reapply may do so, but must wait one year and have 
significantly expanded their garden programs. For more information visit:  
http://www.kidsgardening.com/YGG.asp 
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