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New! USDA Memo SP 59-2016
Modifications to Accommodate Disabilities in the School Meal Programs
· This memo supersedes FNS Instruction 783-2, Rev. 2, Meal Substitutions for Medical or Other Special Dietary Reasons. 
· Foodservice personnel should follow procedures outlined in SP 59-2016 which require making reasonable accommodations for children with disabilities. 
· This includes providing special meals, at no extra charge, to children with a disability when the disability restricts the child’s diet. 
· Foodservice staff should work closely with parents/guardians and school staff to ensure students have an equal opportunity to participate in or benefit from the program. 
· LEAs must work with school foodservice staff to implement procedures for parents or guardians to request meal service modifications for children with disabilities and to resolve grievances. 
· A team approach is strongly encouraged and should include school foodservice staff, a principal or Program Director, a School Nurse, or others with appropriate training in this area.
· A medical statement must be completed by a healthcare provider with prescriptive authority for children with disabilities to outline the disability, major life activity affected by the disability, foods that need to be omitted, and foods that should be replaced.
· New! If foodservice staff, who have made repeated efforts to work with households to make appropriate accommodations for students with disabilities, still cannot satisfy the household’s requests/concerns, foodservice should seek counsel of the 504 Coordinator to implement procedural safeguards and resolve grievances.
· The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Amendments Act of 2008 broadened the meaning and interpretation of the term “disability” so that most physical and mental impairments constitute a disability. It need not be life threatening. 
· It is sufficient that the impairment limits a major life activity such as breathing, hearing, standing, eating, etc. Additionally, it includes the operation of a major bodily function (such as immune, bowel, bladder and digestive functions). 
· New! A child whose digestion is impaired by certain foods/beverages (milk or wheat for example) may be a person with a disability regardless of whether consumption of the food/beverage causes severe distress. 
· This means that milk intolerance may be a disability.
· Foodservice does not make the determination of a disability or foods that should be omitted or replaced, but this is determined by the health care provider with prescriptive authority.
· To view this memo, click here. 
· Click here to view a template medical statement.

