
Paid Lunch Equity Pricing Fact Sheet 
 

 Schools must increase their paid lunch prices until the school’s average paid lunch price reaches 
the free reimbursement rate minus the paid reimbursement rate. 

 In an effort to help schools understand and meet the paid lunch equity requirements, the State 
Agency can assist in completing calculations for schools.   

o Using the school’s meal prices reported for past years in the CNPweb along with the 
October participation data, the State Agency can calculate the school’s weighted 
average lunch price for the current school year.   

o If the school’s current weighted average price is already greater than or equal to the 
required weighted average price for the upcoming school year which is 2.51 for school 
year 2012-2013, the school will not need to raise the paid lunch prices. 

o If the school’s current weighted average price is not greater than the required weighted 
average price for the upcoming school year which is 2.51 for school year 2012-2013, the 
school will need to increase their prices.  Contact the State Agency to find your schools 
required weighted average lunch price for the upcoming school year. 

 Once a school has their required weight average lunch price, schools can use a spreadsheet to 
help schools determine how prices can be set within a school corporation with multiple 
buildings to meet the weighted average price requirement. This spreadsheet is available for 
download at http://scnweb.doe.state.in.us/instruction/WeightedAveragePriceToolIndiana.xls.  

o The spreadsheet will allow schools to enter the October paid lunch counts by site and 
adjust the proposed prices for each site until the school reaches the required weighted 
average lunch price.  

 A school is allowed to use the USDA tool and make their own calculations.  Schools can find the 
USDA tool at http://www.fns.usda.gov/cnd/Governance/Legislation/CNR_2010.htm.  

o The USDA tool also contains information to input nonfederal funds to meet the paid 
lunch equity pricing requirements. 

 For questions or concerns regarding the paid lunch equity pricing, contact Christina Herzog at 
cherzog@doe.in.gov or (317) 232-0872. 
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