
Professional Standard Training Topics 
 

Located below are a list of topics that can credit towards the USDA Professional Standards.  This list is 
not all inclusive.  Schools should contact the State Agency if they have specific questions about crediting 

training.  Schools can also review the USDA website for more details and information on possible 
training topics - http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/  

 
Nutrition 

 Menu Planning (1100) 

o Nutrition Requirements (1110) 

o Cycle Menus (1120) 

o Farm to School, Local Foods 

(1130) 

o Standardized Recipes (1140) 

o Menu Analysis (1150) 

o Special Diets (1160) 

o USDA Foods (1170) 

 Nutrition Education (1200) 

o Nutrition Activities (1210) 

o Classroom and Cafeteria 

Integration (1220) 

o School Gardens (1230) 

 General Nutrition (1300) 

o Dietary Guidelines for Americans, 

MyPlate and School Nutrition 

(1310) 

o General Nutrition (1320) 

 
Operations 

 Food Production (2100) 

o Standardized Recipes (2110) 

o Food Production Records (2120) 

o Culinary Skills (2130) 

o Use and Care of Equipment (2140) 

o CN Labeling, Crediting (2150) 

 Serving Food (2200) 

o Portion Sizes/Special Diets (2210) 

o Offer vs Serve (2220) 

o Maintaining Food Quality and 

Appearance (2230) 

o Serving Lines (2240) 

 Cashier and Point of Service (POS) (2300) 

o Reimbursable Meals (2310) 

Operations Continued 
o POS Financial Responsibility 

(2320) 

o Free or Reduced Identification 

(2330) 

 Purchasing/Procurement (2400) 

o Product Specification (2410) 

o Bid Solicitation and Evaluation 

(2420) 

o Purchase Food, Supplies, and 

Equipment (2430) 

o Food and Supplies Orders (2440) 

o Cooperative Purchasing Groups 

(2450) 

o Contracts with Food Service 

Management CO. (2460) 

 Receiving and Storage (2500) 

o Inventory Management (2510) 

o Receiving and Storage (2520) 

o Hold and Recall (2530) 

 Food Safety and HACCP (2600) 

o HACCP (2610) 

o Food Safety- General (2620) 

o Federal, State, and Local Food 

Safety Regulations (2630) 

o Food Safety Culture (2640) 

 

Administration 
 Free and Reduced Price Meal Benefits 

(3100) 

o Eligibility (3110) 

o Direct Certification (3120) 

o Community Eligibility (3130) 

 Program Management (3200) 

o Staff Management (3210) 

o  

http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/nutrition-1000/menu-planning-1100
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/nutrition-1000-menu-planning-1100/nutrition-requirements-1110
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/nutrition-1000-menu-planning-1100/cycle-menus-1120
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/nutrition-1000-menu-planning-1100/farm-school-local-foods-1130
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/nutrition-1000-menu-planning-1100/farm-school-local-foods-1130
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/nutrition-1000-menu-planning-1100/standardized-recipes-1140
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/nutrition-1000-menu-planning-1100/menu-analysis-1150
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/nutrition-1000-menu-planning-1100/special-diets-1160
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/nutrition-1000-menu-planning-1100/usda-foods-1170
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/nutrition-1000/nutrition-education-1200
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/nutrition-1000-nutrition-education-1200/nutrition-activities-1210
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/nutrition-1000-nutrition-education-1200/classroom-and-cafeteria-integration-1220
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/nutrition-1000-nutrition-education-1200/classroom-and-cafeteria-integration-1220
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/nutrition-1000-nutrition-education-1200/school-gardens-1230
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/nutrition-1000/general-nutrition-1300
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/nutrition-1000-general-nutrition-1300/dietary-guidelines-americans-myplate-and-school-nutrition-1310
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/nutrition-1000-general-nutrition-1300/dietary-guidelines-americans-myplate-and-school-nutrition-1310
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/nutrition-1000-general-nutrition-1300/dietary-guidelines-americans-myplate-and-school-nutrition-1310
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/nutrition-1000-general-nutrition-1300/general-nutrition-1320
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/operations-2000/food-production-2100
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/operations-2000-food-production-2100/standardized-recipes-2110
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/operations-2000-food-production-2100/food-production-records-2120
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/operations-2000-food-production-2100/culinary-skills-2130
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/operations-2000-food-production-2100/use-and-care-equipment-2140
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/operations-2000-food-production-2100/cn-labeling-crediting-2150
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/operations-2000/serving-food-2200
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/operations-2000-serving-food-2200/portion-sizesspecial-diets-2210
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/operations-2000-serving-food-2200/offer-vs-serve-2220
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/operations-2000-serving-food-2200/maintaining-food-quality-and-appearance-2230
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/operations-2000-serving-food-2200/maintaining-food-quality-and-appearance-2230
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/operations-2000-serving-food-2200/serving-lines-2240
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/operations-2000/cashier-and-point-service-pos-2300
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/operations-2000-cashier-and-point-service-pos-2300/reimbursable-meals-2310
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/operations-2000-cashier-and-point-service-pos-2300/pos-financial-responsibility-2320
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/operations-2000-cashier-and-point-service-pos-2300/pos-financial-responsibility-2320
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/operations-2000-cashier-and-point-service-pos-2300/free-or-reduced-identification-2330
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/operations-2000-cashier-and-point-service-pos-2300/free-or-reduced-identification-2330
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/operations-2000/purchasingprocurement-2400
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/operations-2000-purchasingprocurement-2400/product-specification-2410
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/operations-2000-purchasingprocurement-2400/bid-solicitation-and-evaluation-2420
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/operations-2000-purchasingprocurement-2400/bid-solicitation-and-evaluation-2420
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/operations-2000-purchasingprocurement-2400/purchase-food-supplies-and-equipment-2430
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/operations-2000-purchasingprocurement-2400/purchase-food-supplies-and-equipment-2430
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/food-and-supplies-orders-2440
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/operations-2000-purchasingprocurement-2400/cooperative-purchasing-groups-2450
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/operations-2000-purchasingprocurement-2400/cooperative-purchasing-groups-2450
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/operations-2000-purchasingprocurement-2400/contracts-food-service-management-co-2460
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/operations-2000-purchasingprocurement-2400/contracts-food-service-management-co-2460
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/operations-2000/receiving-and-storage-2500
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/operations-2000-receiving-and-storage-2500/inventory-management-2510
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/operations-2000-receiving-and-storage-2500/receiving-and-storage-2520
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/operations-2000-receiving-and-storage-2500/hold-and-recall-2530
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/operations-2000/food-safety-and-haccp-2600
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/operations-2000-food-safety-and-haccp-2600/haccp-2610
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/operations-2000-food-safety-and-haccp-2600/food-safety-general-2620
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/operations-2000-food-safety-and-haccp-2600/federal-state-and-local-food-safety-regulations-2630
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/operations-2000-food-safety-and-haccp-2600/federal-state-and-local-food-safety-regulations-2630
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/operations-2000-food-safety-and-haccp-2600/food-safety-culture-2640
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/free-reduced-price-meal-benefit-procedures
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/free-reduced-price-meal-benefit-procedures
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/administration-free-and-reduced-price-meal-benefits-3100/eligibility-3110
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/administration-free-and-reduced-price-meal-benefits-3100/direct-certification-3120
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/administration-free-and-reduced-price-meal-benefits-3100/community-eligibility-3130
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/school-level-program-management
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/administration-program-management-3200/staff-management-3210


Administration Continued 
o Standard Operating Procedures 

(3220) 

o Healthy School Environment 

(3230) 

o Emergency Plans (3240) 

o Water, Energy, and Waste 

Management (3250) 

o Administrative Reviews (3260) 

 Financial Management (3300) 

o Meal Counting, Claiming, 

Managing Funds (3310) 

o Compliance with 

Regulations/Policies (3320) 

o Budgets (3330) 

o Financial Analysis (3340) 

o Pricing (3350) 

o Communicate Financial 

Information (3360) 

 Human Resources (3400) 

o Human Resources Management 

(3410) 

o Policies and Procedures (3420) 

o Training Plans and Tracking (3430) 

o Retention, Promotion, and 

Recognition (3440) 

o Employee Health, Safety and 

Wellness (3450) 

 Facilities and Equipment Planning (3500) 

o Facility and Equipment Planning 

(3510) 

o Equipment Purchasing and 

Maintenance (3520) 

 

Communication 
 Communication and Marketing Training 

(4100) 

o Strategic and Marketing Plans 

(4110) 

o Program Promotion (4120) 

o Customer Service (4130) 

o Communication Skills (4140) 

Communication Continued  
o School and Community 

Communication (4150) 

o Smarter Lunchrooms Techniques 

(4160) 

 

http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/administration-program-management-3200/standard-operating-procedures-3220
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/administration-program-management-3200/standard-operating-procedures-3220
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/administration-program-management-3200/healthy-school-environment-3230
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/administration-program-management-3200/healthy-school-environment-3230
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/administration-program-management-3200/emergency-plans-3240
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/administration-program-management-3200/water-energy-and-waste-management-3250
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/administration-program-management-3200/water-energy-and-waste-management-3250
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/administration-program-management-3200/administrative-reviews-3260
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/administration/financial-management-3300
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/administration-financial-management-3300/meal-counting-claiming-managing-funds-3310
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/administration-financial-management-3300/meal-counting-claiming-managing-funds-3310
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/compliance-regulationspolicies-3320
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/compliance-regulationspolicies-3320
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/administration-financial-management-3300/budgets-3330
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/administration-financial-management-3300/financial-analysis-3340
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/administration-financial-management-3300/pricing-3350
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/administration-financial-management-3300/communicate-financial-information-3360
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/administration-financial-management-3300/communicate-financial-information-3360
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/administration/human-resources-3400
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/administration-human-resources-3400/human-resources-management-3410
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/administration-human-resources-3400/human-resources-management-3410
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/administration-human-resources-3400/policies-and-procedures-3420
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/administration-human-resources-3400/training-plans-and-tracking-3430
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/administration-human-resources-3400/retention-promotion-and-recognition-3440
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/administration-human-resources-3400/retention-promotion-and-recognition-3440
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/administration-human-resources-3400/employee-health-safety-and-wellness-3450
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/administration-human-resources-3400/employee-health-safety-and-wellness-3450
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/administration/facilities-and-equipment-planning-3500
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/administration-facilities-and-equipment-planning-3500/facility-and-equipment-planning-3510
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/administration-facilities-and-equipment-planning-3500/facility-and-equipment-planning-3510
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/administration-facilities-and-equipment-planning-3500/equipment-purchasing-and-maintenance-3520
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/administration-facilities-and-equipment-planning-3500/equipment-purchasing-and-maintenance-3520
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/communication-and-marketing-training
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/communication-and-marketing-training
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/communications-and-marketing-communication-and-marketing-training/marketing-plan
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/communications-and-marketing-communication-and-marketing-training/marketing-plan
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/communications-and-marketing-communication-and-marketing-training/promotion
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/communications-and-marketing-communication-and-marketing-training/customer-service
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/communications-and-marketing-communication-and-marketing-training/community-support
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/communications-and-marketing-communication-and-marketing-training/community-communication
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/communications-and-marketing-communication-and-marketing-training/community-communication
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/communications-and-marketing-communication-and-marketing-training/healthy-foods
http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/communications-and-marketing-communication-and-marketing-training/healthy-foods

