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Lightning and Severe Weather Policy

Chain of Command
The responsibility for terminating or suspending an outdoor activity in the event of lightning, severe weather, and/or storms lies with the CHS Administration, Event Manager, or St. Vincent Sports Performance athletic trainer.
· At a home varsity football game, the School Safety Specialist in conjunction with law enforcement will make the recommendation that all activities stop immediately.
· At events in which the School Safety Specialist is not present, the decision to stop an activity will be made by: CHS Administration, Event Manager, Athletic Trainer, Head Coach or Sponsor.

Criteria for Evacuation of the Practice/Game Area/Event
The policy of Carmel High School will be as follows:
· The Chain of Command individual in charge of monitoring the weather conditions will monitor the app on their phone or radar for the most up to date threat.
· The Chain of Command individual will notify coaches, sponsors, officials of a potential threat in the area ahead of the threat reaching the location of the event.
· The Chain of Command individual will monitor the radar, watch for lightning and listen for thunder to determine if conditions have moved into the area.
· If the lightning is within 6-10 miles, the area will be cleared of participants and patrons to the nearest safe location.

Protocol when Evacuation occurs at a facility
· At this point, all game/practice/activities are to cease IMMEDIATELY, and all personnel are to evacuate to a safe structure or location.
· In the absence of a sturdy, fully enclosed, substantial, and frequently inhabited location, a secondary structure such as a fully enclosed vehicle with a hard metal roof, rubber tires, and completely closed windows can provide a measure of safety.
· If unable to reach safe shelter, persons should stay away from the tallest trees or objects (i.e. light poles, flag poles, etc.), metal objects, individual trees, standing pools of water, and open fields. Persons should avoid being the highest object in an open field.

Criteria for Safe Return to the Practice/Game Area/Event
· Personnel should not return to the practice/game area until 30 minutes have passed since the last lightning flash or the last sound of thunder and/or the lightning detector indicates that lightning is greater than 10 miles away.
· Blue skies in the local area and/or a lack of rainfall are not adequate reasons to breach the 30 minute return-to-play/activity rule. Lightning can strike up to 10 miles away from the storm.

