
ROME CITY ELEMENTARY 

Family/Community Involvement Plan for 
2015-2016 

With support of a full time guidance counselor parental/community involvement will be critical for the 

success of Rome City Elementary School students.  The following plan has been reviewed and written by 

the Rome City Elementary School Leadership Team, with primary guidance from Lindsay Bentz, current 

part time Guidance Counselor. 

Back to School Night 

One of our current events that garners the highest parent attendance is Back to School Night. This takes 

place a couple of days before the first day of school. Students and families come into the school to drop 

off their students’ school supplies for the year, see their students’ classrooms, and meet the teachers. It 

is currently set up in an open house format in order to accommodate different parent schedules – 

families may come in anytime during the two-hour window. They visit the classrooms and then leave. 

Since we have such a high parent attendance rate on this night, we will be adding to the night to get 

more information out to parents and get them involved. In addition to visiting their students’ 

classrooms, we will ask parents to make a stop in the cafeteria, where we will have refreshments and 

tables available for sitting and taking a short break. We will also have more stations in the cafeteria we 

will ask them to attend. One will be the Class Dojo signup station (see description of Class Dojo below) 

where they can quickly download the free app and create their accounts right on their phones. We will 

provide take-home instructions for learning more about the app and how Rome City will be using it, but 

we will also have a staff member on hand to answer questions on site for any parents who wish to ask. 

The second table will simply be one where parents can pick up a flyer with important dates and events 

for the year listed, as well as ways for them to get involved, including volunteer opportunities and the 

school’s social media sites so they can stay up to date online. We will also have a staff member at this 

table who can answer questions as well as a member of our Parent Action Committee, who can speak 

specifically about the work of the committee and encourage parent involvement in that group. 

A third station will be the Lumberlost Public Library Station.  We build partnerships with the library and 

they visit often for classroom read and activities.  They support the Roman community as well as we 

support their efforts to bring literacy into the community. 



 

 

 

Family Nights 

Rome City will have four Family Nights in addition to Back to School Night, approximately one each 

quarter of the year. The purpose of these will be to show families what students and teachers are 

working on in the classroom, to give families ideas for things they can do at home to support and 

enhance their students’ learning, and to bring families into the school more regularly so they are 

comfortable coming into the building and so they get more opportunities to interact with their 

children’s teachers. 

The first Family Night of this year will be a Technology Night. At this night we will start by holding a 

session in the cafeteria where we demonstrate for families some of the main ways we will be using iPads 

and laptops for the school year, as well as review technology expectations and have a chance for 

questions and answers. After that, families will rotate through three stations located in rooms around 

the building where they can try out apps we will be using for math, reading, science, and other subjects. 

There will also be one station where families can participate in technology-related games with their 

students. Every family will rotate through each of these stations, with each one lasting about fifteen to 

twenty minutes. For their fourth and final station, families will have three choices: a Class Dojo 

information/help session, another general question and answer session, or a social media session where 

the school’s social media sites will be explained in depth and parents can receive help with setting up 

their own accounts to interact with the school. 

Another Family Night will focus on reading. After starting with a brief introduction and explanation of 

the night as a large group in the cafeteria, we will move out into stations. Families will once again rotate 

through four fifteen-to-twenty minute stations that will focus on different types of books. We will 

choose new types of books each year, but examples might include historical fiction, non-fiction, sports 

fiction, poetry, science fiction, etc. In each station, parents and students will be given strategies for how 

to read together at home, and they will practice those strategies in the session. 

Another Family Night will center on math. Once again, we will start with a brief introduction, then 

families will rotate through four stations. This time, in each station they will play a game that revolves 



around math. Examples of games we might use are Sorry!, Uno, Phase 10, Perfection, etc. This will 

encourage families to use math in fun ways while having positive interactions with one another. 

The last Family Night, we will choose a topic each year that we feel is an in-demand topic based on our 

interactions with parents up to that point in the year or on any current issues or changes we have going 

on in our school which may require more in-depth information. To get families to feel ownership in the 

night and to increase participation, we will send home surveys so parents can suggest topics. It is 

possible that this would be a night where multiple topics are discussed or explored, and parents could 

choose which sessions to attend. 

During each Family Night, we want to incorporate both learning and games to express the idea that 

learning is fun and to give parents ideas of how to help their students at home. We also want to end 

each night with basic refreshments, as we have found in the past that the offer of refreshments tends to 

draw more participants and also creates a friendly environment where families can interact with the 

staff and ask additional questions or simply chat. 

Class Dojo 

Rome City will implement the use of Class Dojo (classdojo.com), a free app that allows for incredibly 

easy and timely communication with parents. It is an app that teachers can install on their school 

laptops or iPads, and parents can install directly on their phones. When teachers message a parent, it is 

like receiving a text message within the app. Parents receive it immediately and can check it as easily as 

checking a text message. They can then reply directly through the app. Teachers have the ability to 

message one parent at a time or their entire class’s parents. This is an excellent and simple way to 

communicate at a moment’s notice and on a daily basis. 

Teachers also track student behavior through Class Dojo. Each student is assigned an avatar, and 

teachers can award green points for good behavior or red points for behavior that was inappropriate or 

needs improvement. Parents can check their students’ status at any time and message the teacher if 

they are concerned.  

In a school community where parent phones are often disconnected, numbers are frequently changing, 

and many parents do not use email, Class Dojo is an effective way to reach parents and stay in touch 

with them much more regularly than other methods of contact will allow. We will still contact parents 

via phone and email as well, but this gives us one more option that will reach many additional families. 



 

 

 

 

 



Teacher weekly Newsletters 

Teachers will send home newsletter each Friday.  The newsletters for the whole building will be copied 

on blue paper, so parents are aware of what to look for.  The newsletters letters will update the parents 

on what is happening each week and what events are in the future. 

Principal Monthly Newsletter 

The principal will send out a monthly newsletter to inform families of all of the exciting things happening 

at Rome City.  The newsletter will keep parents up to date with celebrations, events, and important 

information they will need for their children to continue with academic success. 

Counselor Newsletter 

Twice a month, the school counselor will produce and send home a one-page newsletter with tips for 

how to practice the Six Pillars of Character at home, any counselor-related news such as new groups 

students can participate in, and any other relevant information. This will be kept short to encourage 

parents to read the entire thing, but it will be a regular source of tips and information for parents and 

families. 

Student of the Month 

Students will be nominated by each staff member each month.  Students will be called on the morning 

announcements to receive their certificate, have their picture taken and eat lunch with the principal.  

Students will receive a special ticket to invite an adult to eat with them during their special lunch.  We 

are hoping to bring in more parents, grandparents and other influential adults into the school to 

celebrate successes each month. 

Various Community/Family Related  

Throughout the school year Rome City will participate and host a variety of community events.  The 

community will be invited and updated to participate in events through posting in the community 

buildings, newsletters, and through our websites and social media.   

Events planned: 

 East Noble Staff Participating in the Rome City Community Parade – August 1 

 Grandparents Day – September 11 



 Trunk or Treat sponsored by Rome City Elementary and area businesses held at Rome City 

Elementary School – Oct 16 

 Veteran’s Day Program held at Rome City Elementary – November 11 

 Cookies with Santa, sponsored by the Rome City Elementary Honor Society members – 

December 15 

 School carnival – March 4 

 Honor Society lay wreaths at cemetery for Memorial Day – date to be determined by the local 

Legion 

 

 

Home Visits 

Rome City’s principal, dean, resource officer, and counselor currently make home visits when we have a 

concern about a child and cannot reach the parent, or when the concern specifically deals with what is 

happening in the home. We always do this in teams of two for safety purposes, and with a full-time 

counselor, we will be able to do more of these without removing all administrative staff from the 

building in order to do so. Our intention with home visits is to let parents know that if they cannot come 

to us, we will come to them, to get to know them better, and to let them know we are all on the same 

team of wanting to help their children. When we have a positive home visit, this often results in parents 

reaching out to the school after that and becoming more communicative and involved. 


