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SUMMARY 
April 29, 2015 Meeting  

Indiana State Advisory Council (SAC) 
 on the Education of Children with Disabilities 

Central Indiana Education Service Center 
Indianapolis, IN 

Present 
Council Members:   (Yes/No) 
  
Tiffany Ball, parent representative N 
Sirilla Blackmon, Division of Mental Health & Addiction, FSSA N 
Keith Briner, Indiana State Department of Health N 
Rich Burden, Council Chair, IN*SOURCE and parent representative Y 
Michael Dalrymple, Indiana School for the Blind and Visually Impaired N 
Kim Dodson, ARC of Indiana N 
Gina Fleming, Archdiocese of Indianapolis Y 
Melaina Gant, Department of Child Services Y 
Carol Guess, parent representative N 
James Hammond III, Indiana Assoc of Rehabilitation Facilities/INARF Y 
Kylee Hope, Division of Disability & Rehabilitation Services, FSSA Y 
Jan Huffman, parent representative Y 
Latha Joseph, Indianapolis Public Schools Y 
Lisa Kovacs, Hands & Voices International and parent representative  Y 
Jodi Logman, community representative Y 
John Nally, Indiana Department of Corrections Y 
Danny O’Neill, parent representative Y 
Patty Reed, About Special Kids and parent representative N 
Dr. Sharon Johnson-Shirley, Lake Ridge Schools Y 
Kristi Tesmer, parent representative Y 
Dr. George Van Horn, Bartholomew Consolidated School Corporation Y 
Lucy Witte, Indiana School for the Deaf Board  Y 
Dr. Pam Wright, Indiana Department of Education Y 
 

Also Present: 
Tracy Brunner, Nancy Zemaitis, IDOE 
Jillian Lane, Arthritis Foundation, Heartland Region 
 

 

Call to Order 
Chair Rich Burden called the meeting to order at 9:34 a.m.  Sixteen of twenty-three members were present. At 
the Chair’s request, Council members introduced themselves. Rich Burden introduced new State Director of 
Special Education Dr. Pamela Wright, who shared brief remarks on her vision for Special Education and plans to 
work with the Council. 
 

Action Items 
 

The Chair asked if there were corrections to the November 2014 Meeting Summary. Dr. Sharon Johnson-Shirley 
moved to approve the summary as presented, and Lisa Kovacs seconded. The motion passed. Dr. George Van 
Horn abstained. 
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Information Items 
 
Nancy Zemaitis, Assistant Director, IDOE Office of Special Education described the process currently under way, 
in Indiana and the rest of the U.S., for gradual transition over six years to nationwide adoption of Unified English 
Braille. Nancy then asked Tracy Brunner, IDOE School-based Medicaid Specialist, to give a brief explanation of 
the recently announced federal free care policy change and its potential to expand school-based Medicaid 
claiming to include Medicaid-covered primary and preventive services furnished by school nurses and school 
clinics as well as medical services provided pursuant to students’ 504 Plans and Individualized Healthcare Plans. 
Nancy also presented updates on changes to Special Education results and compliance indicators that were 
previously shared with the SAC. She and Dr. Pam Wright took comments and responded to questions from 
members of the Council regarding changes in how the State monitors outcomes and satisfaction as reported in 
Post Graduate and Parent surveys. 
 
Next, Nancy gave an overview of the process for development and selection of Indiana’s State-Identified 
Measurable Result (“SIMR”) in accordance with guidance from the U.S. Department of Education. She noted that 
Phase I of this process involved data analysis to determine a focus area based on state-specific factors, and that 
members of the State Advisory Council serve on the state-level stakeholder group tasked with identifying the 
SIMR, which will become a component of Indiana’s State Systemic Improvement Plan (SSIP) for education. 
Because the State Superintendent of Public Instruction has placed a strong emphasis on reading, Indiana’s SIMR 
will target root cause analysis and measure results of targeted interventions to address reading deficits among 
Third Grade males with specific learning disabilities. Now in transition to Phase II, the next steps will involve 
addressing identified root causes based on the Theory of Action model as required by the federal education 
agency, and applying lessons learned from this implementation phase as the State moves on to replicate reading 
improvement results in the target population. SAC members offered comments based on their experiences and 
perspectives; several gave input regarding best practices for communicating with school personnel and parents 
and suggested possible alternatives for monitoring and measurement approaches. 
 
Having included with the April meeting materials a copy of U.S. Department of Education policy guidance 
regarding another state’s alternative diploma proposal, Nancy and Pam entertained lengthy discussion and 
responded to questions concerning the emphasis that Congress and the federal education agency place on high 
expectations for children with disabilities. Following that discussion Nancy updated the Council regarding the 
recent system change removing the requirement to enter, at an elementary grade level, diploma track 
preference in Indiana’s statewide electronic IEP (Individualized Education Program) system.  
 
Because the SAC Legislative Committee Chair was not present, there was no verbal update from the committee. 
  
 
Discussion Items 
 
After a short break, there was further discussion about the Certificate of Completion and the need to educate 
the general public and employers about work qualifications of students who achieve these certificates and have 
appropriate skills to be competitively employed. 
 
Returning to the topic of Indiana’s State Systemic Improvement Plan (SSIP), Nancy Zemaitis solicited council 
member feedback regarding the state education agency’s plans to offer schools technical assistance related to 
serving students in the Least Restrictive Environment (LRE). She also reminded those present that they should 
have received an alert regarding the IDEA Part B Application Comment Period, with a link to submit comments 
online. Nancy also asked Tracy to speak about a one-page document included with the April meeting materials 
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in response to concerns members had previously expressed about related services personnel shortages in 
Indiana. Noting that such shortages are not unique to Indiana, Tracy referred council members to selected web 
links and resources available from various organizations and agencies that are attempting to assist those facing 
personnel shortages. 
 
This portion of the meeting ended with lengthy discussion about council members’ preferences for holding or 
cancelling meetings if a quorum is not expected or the Chair lacks sufficient timely responses from members to 
determine whether a quorum is expected. After hearing from those present at the meeting, Chair Rich Burden 
stated his conclusion that the majority who participated in this discussion prefer that he not hold a meeting 
unless a quorum is anticipated. He and IDOE staff at the meeting indicated that they will return to the previous 
practice of sharing the meeting agenda and materials two weeks prior to the meeting, rather than one week as 
was the case more recently, and will ask for all council members’ cooperation in responding by the requested 
deadline regarding whether or not they will attend the upcoming meeting. In response to members’ comments 
about advance planning, Dr. Pam Wright suggested that members participate in an online meeting scheduling 
poll soon to identify 2016 SAC Meeting dates and get those on their calendars. 
 
 
Recommendations and Concerns of the Council Members 
 
Council members at the April meeting posed questions and expressed concerns about End of Course assessment 
policy changes as well as policies and practices regarding private duty one-on-one support personnel 
accompanying a student with a disability while attending school. There was brief discussion on these topics, 
after which Dr. Pam Wright asked that those with concerns about individual cases speak to her after the meeting 
or contact her directly. 
 
One member asked that the Office of Special Education share with schools a copy of recent joint federal 
guidance regarding the communication rights of students with hearing, vision or speech disabilities in public 
schools, which was issued by the departments of Justice and Education. Pam noted that this may have been 
shared previously and she would include it with her update to local directors. 
 
 
 

Public Comment 
 
On behalf of the Jillian Lane, a guest from the Arthritis Foundation who had to leave during the break, Tracy 
Brunner advised council members that the Arthritis Foundation offers in-service training, other professional 
development and resources to raise awareness of juvenile arthritis and help school personnel identify and assist 
students who have not been diagnosed with this disabling condition that often goes undetected in children. 
 
 
 

Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 12:27 p.m. 



Title: Webinar to Introduce Unified English Braille  

In November 2012, the Braille Authority of North America(BANA) voted to adopt the Unified English 
Braille (UEB) as an official code forthe United States. UEB is a revision and extension of the English 
BrailleAmerican Edition (EBAE). In November 2013, BANA affirmed that January 4, 2016would be the 
implementation of the general use of UEB in the United States,replacing the current EBAE code. 

The PASS Project and the Indiana Educational Resource Centerhave developed a webinar titled 
UEB Ready? The Implementation of UnifiedEnglish Braille in Indiana.  The webinar is for 
Directors of Special Education to provide an introduction toUEB, to review the state’s 
implementation timeline, and to answer potentialquestions. The webinar is approximately15-
minutes in length and can be accessed via the link below: 

https://tegr.it/y/1hqfn 

If you have any additional questions following the webinar,please feel free to contact Leslie 
Durst at ldurst@isbvik12.orgor Marcee Wilburn at Marcee.Wilburn@indstate.edu.  

 

https://tegr.it/y/1hqfn�
mailto:ldurst@isbvik12.org�
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LRE- Tiers of Assistance       Appendix C   
 

Developed 03/25/2015 

 

 

 

 

 
FFY14Targets for LRE: (50) ->68%, (52)-<11.5%, (53, 54, and 57)-< 2.15 % 

Data submitted through the DOE SE Report December 1, 2014 

Targeted TA 

 Based on RCA  

Required to complete Technical 
Assistance Action  

 

Focused Technical Assistance 

Based on LEA needs 

Universal Technical Asssistance 

*General Guidance and Best Practice materials shared with all LEAs 
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Tier 2 

Tier 3 















 
Section 3: Opt-Out Guidance 
 
Indiana law neither provides for an "opt-out" procedure nor recognizes 
"opting out" of assessments.  Although it is not against the law for a parent 
to refuse to allow a child to participate in assessments, every student 
attending a public, charter or accredited nonpublic school in Indiana must 
take the Indiana-wide assessments to graduate or, in the case of IREAD-3, 
avoid being retained. Furthermore, it is a violation of Indiana's compulsory 
school attendance laws for a parent to refuse to send his or her child to 
school for the purpose of avoiding tests, including assessments (See IC 20-
33-2).  
 
As with any test, additional consequences for failing to participate in a 
statewide assessment, and procedures to manage students who refuse to 
participate, should be determined at the local school level. In addition, 
school administrators should be aware that section 1111(b)(2)(I)(ii) of the 
federal No Child Left Behind Act requires all students be assessed 
academically in mathematics and reading, and for purposes of adequate 
yearly progress (AYP), participation rates in statewide assessments must 
be at least 95 percent for all groups of students. The Indiana Administrative 
Code enforces this requirement by requiring that points be deducted from a 
school’s performance and improvement category scores if the school fails 
to assess at least 95 percent of its students. This score determines a 
school’s performance and improvement grade. Thus, students’ failure to 
take Indiana's assessments may result in a lower A-F accountability grade. 
 
 































 
 
Examples of strategies and resources that schools use to help address shortages of school 
psychologists: 
 
1) Establish cooperative agreements, systems of care and/or contracts with mental health 
providers in the surrounding area, including Community Mental Health Centers and Independent 
Practice School Psychologists. 
 
Indiana Family & Soc Services Div of Mental Health & Addiction web pages regarding: 
Systems of Care  
http://www.in.gov/fssa/dmha/2732.htm   
Community Mental Health Centers map 
http://www.in.gov/fssa/dmha/files/DMHA_SOFs_and_CMHCs.pdf  
 
 
2) U.S. DOE School Climate Transformation Grant - Local Educational Agency Grants  

CFDA Number: 84.184G 
Program Type: Discretionary/Competitive Grants 

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION  

The School Climate Transformation Grant—Local Educational Agency Program provides 
competitive grants to local educational agencies (LEAs) to develop, enhance, or expand systems 
of support for, and technical assistance to, schools implementing an evidence-based multi-tiered 
behavioral framework for improving behavioral outcomes and learning conditions for all 
students. 

TYPES OF PROJECTS  

Projects should: (1) build capacity for implementing a sustained, school-wide multi-tiered 
behavioral framework; (2) enhance capacity by providing training and technical assistance to 
schools; and (3) include an assurance that the applicant will work with a technical assistance 
provider, such as the PBIS Technical Assistance Center funded by the Department, to ensure that 
technical assistance related to implementing program activities is provided. 

http://www2.ed.gov/programs/schoolclimatelea/index.html  
 

3) Check for additional resources at the Natl Coalition on Personnel Shortages in Special 
Education and Related Services web site, http://specialedshortages.org/   

http://www.in.gov/fssa/dmha/2732.htm�
http://www.in.gov/fssa/dmha/files/DMHA_SOFs_and_CMHCs.pdf�
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/schoolclimatelea/index.html�
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