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Assessment website-Indiana’s 
Assessments 

http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment    

http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment
http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment


Assessment website-testing windows 

Assessment Testing Windows:  
http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment  

http://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/assessment/2015-2016-indiana-assessment-windows7-6-15.pdf
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Assessment website-Program Manual 

http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment  

Chapter 1: ISTEP 
Chapter  2: ECA 
Chapter  4:ISTAR 
Appendix C: 
Accommodations 

http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment
http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment


ISTEP+ (3-8 and 10) 

• Grades 3-8 & 10: English Language Arts and 
Math 

• Grades 4, 6, & 10: Science 

• Grades 5 & 7: Social studies 

• New: Grade 10 ISTEP+ 

– The Grade 10 E/LA and Math ISTEP+ tests 
will be used to calculate high school 
accountability 

• ECAs on slides 30-34  

http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment  

http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment


ISTEP+ Blueprints 

http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment  

http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment


ISTEP+ Item Samplers 

http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment  

http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment


ISTEP+ Instructional and Assessment 
Guidance 

http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment  

http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment


Statewide Assessment Resource Guide and Toolkit: 
Participation Decisions and Use of Accommodations for 

Students with Disabilities 
• http://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/specialed/doe-

accommodations-resource-guideand-toolkit-revised-aug2015.pdf 
• Accommodations should be used all year long (in class 

assessments too)   
• Article 7: 511 IAC 7-36-10 State and local assessments 

(e) The student's CCC must determine, in advance, whether the 
student will utilize any of the appropriate accommodations 
described in subsections (c) and (d) during state and district 
assessments and throughout the student's education program. If 
the student will  utilize accommodations, the CCC must:(1)select 
testing accommodations the student needs in order for the 
assessment to reflect the student's academic achievement; (2) 
not select testing accommodations that will invalidate a student's 
score; and (3) document the testing accommodations in the 
student's IEP. 
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Assessment website-Additional 
Resources-ISTEP+ Grade 3-8 

ISTEP+ Experience 
Online 

Standards and 
Assessment 
Vocabulary 



ISTAR (Alternate Assessment)  
Grades 3-8 &10 

• In April of 2014, the Indiana State Board of Education approved the 
adoption of new standards for English/Language Arts and Mathematics.  

• SEA 91 (2014) required the Indiana State Board of Education to authorize 
the Indiana Department of Education to administer an assessment 
program that was aligned with the newly adopted educational standards 
beginning in the 2015-2016 school year.   

• The Alternate Assessments needed to be based on the same foundation 
of rigorous real world content included in ISTEP+, while taking into 
account the unique characteristics of students with significant cognitive 
disabilities.   

• Questar was awarded the contract to develop Indiana’s alternate 
assessment and the name ISTAR was renewed. 



ISTAR (Alternate Assessment)  
Grades 3-8 &10 

The new ISTAR assessment is a test requiring student interaction with 
test items for all content areas, rather than a teacher rating tool. 

The assessment will be administered one-on-one to students via 
multiple-choice items using an online test platform.   

The content areas assessed are: 

• English/Language arts and Mathematics are assessed in    

 Grades 3-8 and 10.  

• Science is assessed in Grades 4, 6 and10. 

• Social studies is assessed in Grades 5 and 7 

 



ISTAR (Alternate Assessment)  Grades 3-8 & 10 

Parts 1, 2 and 3 will consist of 10 – 12 items per subject area.  
 
Part 1 (October 5 – November 6, 2015)  
Part 1 will consist of the administration of a “placement” test and will cover 
standards taught in the fall. The results of this first test will determine in 
which one of three tiers the student will be placed during Part 2. All three 
tiers are aligned to Indiana’s Academic Standards and will consist of 
questions that have varying degrees of cognitive complexity: 
 Test Form for Tier 1 Students 
  A mixture of low and medium structural level items 
 Test Form for Tier 2 Students 
  A mixture of low, medium, and high structural level items  
 Test Form for Tier 3 Students 
  A mixture of medium and high structural level items  



ISTAR (Alternate Assessment)  Grades 3-8 & 10 
 
Part 2 (January 11 – February 5, 2016) 
Students will be assigned a Tier 1, 2 or 3 test form.  Part 
2 will assess standards on which students should have 
received instruction during the first half of the school 
year. 
 
Part 3 (April 11 – May 20, 2016) 
Students will be assigned a Tier 1, 2 or 3 test form. Part 
3 will assess standards on which students should have 
received instruction during the second half of the 
school year (i.e., Part 3 will not be cumulative). 



ISTAR Blueprint-Grades 3-8 &10 
 

 

http://www.doe.in.g
ov/assessment/alter
nate-assessments  
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ISTAR (Alternate Assessment)  Grades 
3-8 & 10 

Coming soon 

Sample Items/Practice test 



ITEM Types 

 

 Multiple-Choice 

- Static: Student selects the correct answer from four options 

 

ISTAR Item Types-Grades 3-8 &10 

 

 



- Dynamic: Student selects a word to complete a sentence from a dropdown menu within the sentence 

 

ISTAR Item Types-Grades 3-8 &10 

 

 

Multiple Choice 
• Dynamic;  Student selects a word to complete  a sentence from a dropdown 

menu within the sentence 
 



 Multi-Select Table 

- Student selects the cells within a table to indicate categories or attributes 

 

ISTAR Item Types-Grades 3-8 &10 

 

 
Multi-Select Table 
      Student selects the cells within a table to indicate categories or attributes 



ISTAR Item Types-Grades 3-8 &10 

 

 

 Two-Part Item  

- Two Multiple Choice items. Student answers Part 1 first, then Part 2   which is evidence for Part 1. 

 

Two Part Item Two Multiple Choice items.  Student answers Part 1 first, then Part 
2 which is evidence for  Part 1. 



NCSC Scores from 2014-15 School Year 
Grades 3-8 &10 

 

 
NCSC cut scores will be presented the State Board 
Of Education on September 16 
 
Bookmarking: Pass+, Pass and Did Not Pass; refer 
to next slide 
 
Student paper reports will sent home in mid to late 
October 



Assessment Development Journey 



Spring 2016 ISTAR Development & 
Implementation 



Functional Skills-Grades 3-8 &10 

Functional skills information and use by choice: 
http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment/istar-alternate-
assessments-life-skills-and-employability-and-
progress-monitoring    
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IREAD-3 
• Administered in Grade 3 in the Spring 
• There is a Summer retest if students don’t pass in 

the spring 
• Based on K-3 foundational skills in reading 
• While both ISTEP+ and IREAD-3 measure grade 3 

reading skills, Grade 3 ISTEP+ ELA measures both 
reading and writing standards; and IREAD-3 
measures only foundational reading skills through 
grade 3.  

http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment/iread-3  
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IREAD-3 Blueprint 
http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment/iread-3  
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IREAD-3-Item Samplers 

http://www.doe
.in.gov/assessm
ent/iread-3  
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IREAD-3-Parent Guidance 

http://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/assessment/i
read-3-2015-16parent-guidance.pdf 
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IREAD-3-Good Cause Exemption 

Good Cause Exemption is for students with IEPs, not 
for students with 504 plans 

 
 



ECAs-Grade 10 change 
In 2015-16, the Algebra I and English 10 End of Course 
Assessments (ECAs) are the graduation examination for students 
currently enrolled in grade 10, 11, or 12 only. Students enrolled 
in grade 10 during the 2015-16 school year (class of 2018) are 
the last class for which the graduation examination is an ECA.  

 

Beginning in 2016-17 (class of 2019), the ISTEP+ Grade 10 
assessment in English/Language Arts and Mathematics will 
become the new graduation examination. 

 

ECA webpage: http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment/end-course-
assessments-ecas    

 

http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment/end-course-assessments-ecas
http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment/end-course-assessments-ecas
http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment/end-course-assessments-ecas
http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment/end-course-assessments-ecas
http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment/end-course-assessments-ecas
http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment/end-course-assessments-ecas
http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment/end-course-assessments-ecas


ECAs-Grade 10 change 
Recap: 

• Only 10, 11, & 12 grade levels will have the ECA in English 10 
and Algebra I as their graduation test  

• Grade levels  9 and below will have the new ISTEP grade 10 test 
in English and math as their graduation test, and they will take 
the test when they get in the 10th grade  

• The ECA will no longer be the test that is used for school 
accountability in the 2015-2016 school year 

• 10th grade students will have to take and pass the ECA if they 
are in the 10th grade in 2015-2016 for graduation purposes 

• All 10th grade students will also have to take the ISTEP grade 10 
tests in English, math, and science (if they are enrolled in the 
Biology I course)  



ECA Transition Chart 



ECA Retest 
• If students are in the 10th grade cohort in 
 2015-2016 then they will have the ECA as 
 their graduation test.   
• There will be a retest window each school  year 
 as well where the student will have an 
 additional testing opportunity.   
• The ECA will be available through the2018-
 2019 school year, after that school year if any 
 students have not passed the test, then the 
 student will have to take and pass the ISTEP 
 grade 10 assessment  



Biology ECA 
When does biology count?  
 
• Biology is a US Department of Education requirement and 

part of NCLB, that all states measure science in high school. 
• Indiana has chosen Biology I since all students must take 

Biology I to receive a Core 40 diploma. 
• Students will take the ISTEP grade 10 science test when they 

are enrolled in the Biology I course, regardless of grade level. 
• Students take the Biology I course, and then they take the 

test.  
 

Biology is not an Indiana graduation requirement  



Assessment website-Additional 
Resources-ISTEP+ Grade 10 

http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment/istep-grade-10   
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ACCUPLACER 

• Administered to students who meet criteria 

• Participation criteria updates coming in August 2015 

• 2015-16 includes students in Grades 11, 12 

• ACCUPLACER is only required for diploma bound 
students  

 

• http://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/ccr/accuplac
er-participation-criteria2014-151-16-15.pdf  (criteria) 

• http://www.doe.in.gov/ccr/accuplacer-and-
remediation  (website) 
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WIDA and WIDA ALT 
WIDA-ACCESS Placement Test (W-APT) 
W-APT the WIDA ACCESS Placement Test, is administered to all students for whom a 
language other than English is identified during the Home Language Survey process.  
 
ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 Summative Assessment 
ACCESS for ELLs is a secure large-scale annual English language proficiency assessment given 
to Kindergarten through 12th graders who have been identified as English language learners 
(ELLs). 
 
Alternate ACCESS for ELLs 
Alternate ACCESS for ELLs is an assessment of English language proficiency (ELP) for 
students in grades 1 -12 who are classified as English language learners (ELLs) and have 
significant cognitive disabilities that prevent their meaningful participation in the ACCESS 
for ELLs assessment.  
 
For more information go to http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment/english-language-
proficiency-assessments  

http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment/english-language-proficiency-assessments
http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment/english-language-proficiency-assessments
http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment/english-language-proficiency-assessments
http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment/english-language-proficiency-assessments
http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment/english-language-proficiency-assessments
http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment/english-language-proficiency-assessments
http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment/english-language-proficiency-assessments
http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment/english-language-proficiency-assessments


ISTAR KR 
The purpose of ISTAR-KR (Indiana Standards Tool for Alternate Reporting of 
Kindergarten Readiness) is to measure skills in children from infancy to 
kindergarten. A derivative of Indiana's Early Learning Standards (which are 
part of the Foundations to Indiana Academic Standards), ISTAR-KR is 
aligned to the Indiana Standards for kindergarten in the areas of 
English/Language Arts and Mathematics and includes three functional 
areas: physical, personal care and social-emotional skills.  
 
Data from ISTAR-KR assessments are used for state reporting for PK 
students receiving special education.  
 
The assessment can be used for local purposes for grades PK through 1. 
 
http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment/kindergarten-readiness-assessment  
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