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Indiana Department of Education – Division of College & Career Preparation 

Indiana Career and Technical Education Course Description and Standards  
 

EXPLORING COLLEGE AND CAREERS  
 

Exploring College and Careers provides students opportunities to explore their personal goals, interests, 

and aptitudes as they relate to career concepts, including exploring the 16 national career clusters and 

Indiana’s College & Career Pathways, and begin to determine what they want and expect for their future. 

Students learn about various traditional and nontraditional careers and gain an awareness of the level of 

education and type of training needed for a variety of careers and occupations. Students build good study 

habits, expand their technology skills, develop or update their Graduation Plans and complete a college 

and career readiness exam. Virtual and real life opportunities are provided for students to observe and 

explore various careers.   

• DOE Code: 0493  

• Recommended Grade Level: Middle School  

• Recommended Prerequisites: None  

• Recommended for all students, to be completed by the end of eighth grade.  
 

 
 

Exploring College and Careers: Academic Standards Checklist  
 

Standard 1 – Exploring Self  

1.0   Students will analyze personal characteristics to create a personal profile. 

ECC-­‐1.1  Identify personal and family morals, values, and ethics.  

ECC-­‐1.2  Describe personal aptitudes, interests, and skills.  

ECC-­‐1.3  Explore personal priorities and goals for life and career.  

ECC-­‐1.4  Examine learning style preferences and their application to school and work.  

Standard 2 – Exploring College and Careers  

2.0 Students will use Career Clusters and Indiana’s College and Career Pathways to explore careers.  

ECC-­‐2.1  Differentiate among job, occupation and career.  

ECC-­‐2.2  Locate, understand and use career information and resources.  

ECC-­‐2.3  Identify workplace and labor market trends (such as economic, global, technology, and social).  

ECC-­‐2.4  Describe the types of careers in each of the 16 Career Clusters.  

ECC-­‐2.5  Describe postsecondary educational options (such as technical programs, military, 

apprenticeships, and two-­‐ and four-­‐year colleges) and resources for obtaining 

postsecondary education and training.  

Standard 3 – Making Decisions  

3.0 Students will apply critical and creative thinking to make decisions and solve problems.  

ECC-­‐3.1  Demonstrate components of critical and creative thinking. 

ECC-­‐3.2  Apply decision-­‐making processes.  

ECC-­‐3.3  Identify choices, options and consequences of life and career decisions.  
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Standard 4 – Making a Plan  

4.0 Students will create flexible plans for succeeding in secondary education, college, career and life.  

ECC-­‐4.1  Identify skills needed for career choices and match to personal abilities and interest.  

ECC-­‐4.2 Explain the impact of selected careers on lifestyle goals.  

ECC-­‐4.3 Review and update high school graduation plan. 

ECC-­‐4.4 Interpret results of self assessment inventory to create an initial education and career plan. 

Standard 5 – Personal Skills 
5.0 Students will demonstrate personal skills needed for success in school, life and career. 

ECC-­‐5.1 Demonstrate habits of mind (for example, taking responsible risks, thinking and 

communicating with clarity and precision, questioning and posing problems, 

thinking independently, applying past knowledge to new situations, remaining 

open to continuous learning). 

ECC-­‐5.2        Demonstrate personal skills (for example, attendance, punctuality, responsibility, 

integrity, getting along with others) that are needed to succeed in school, life and 

career. 

ECC-­‐5.3 Demonstrate appreciation of diversity in school, life and career settings (people who 

are different from one another, diverse personal beliefs and attitudes, changing roles 

of males and females, nontraditional occupations, stereotypes, biases, and cultural, 

intellectual, and environmental barriers). 

ECC-­‐5.4 Demonstrate personal leadership skills to lead and inspire others, accomplish common 

goals, and function effectively in school, life and career settings. 

Standard 6 – Employability Skills 

6.0 Students will demonstrate basic employability skills. 

ECC-­‐6.1 Create the basic components of a personal portfolio. 

ECC-­‐6.2 Demonstrate school, life and career self-­‐management  skills related to responsibility 

and work ethic (for example, attendance, punctuality, completion of work on time, 

dependability, focus, initiative, perseverance, striving to do one’s best). 

ECC-­‐6.3 Apply principles of technology and the concept of digital citizenship, including safe, 

legal, and responsible use of information and technology. 

ECC-­‐6.4 Demonstrate standards for personal appearance, attire, grooming, and etiquette 

appropriate for specific school and life settings. 
 


