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Text Complexity


[bookmark: _GoBack]Task: Is this text appropriately complex? Using the passage provided from Their Eyes Were Watching God, evaluate the text complexity level to confirm that the text is grade-level appropriate. Review possible quantitative and qualitative measures as well as reader and task considerations to make your evaluation.

Resources:

Use the handouts “Measurement of Complexity for Literature” (template and sample analysis)


Your Turn!  Think-Pair-Share

With a partner, analyze the qualitative part of text complexity for this passage based on the model in the PowerPoint and the handouts indicated below under resources.
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TASK #2
Academic Language

Task 2: Part A 
Using the passage from Their Eyes Were Watching God, determine which words would be essential to know in order to access the meaning of the passage, as well as to understand it in depth. Use the handout for Language Detective Notetaker.

Task 2: Part B 
Turn the handout over and complete the Sentence Detective Notetaker for the same passage.

Resources:
2-sided handout:  Language Detective Notetaker/Sentence Detective Notetaker

TASK #3
Text-Dependent Questions

Task: Does this question really require careful reading? Read the text(s) provided and create one or two text-dependent questions of each type. These questions should not be surface level, comprehension questions with answers stated explicitly in the text; rather, they should require analysis, synthesis, and evaluation grounded in the text.

Helpful Hints: Text-dependent question types may be categorized as – 
· questions about themes and central ideas
· questions about knowledge of vocabulary
· questions about syntax and structure

Resources:  passage from Their Eyes Were Watching God


Text-Dependent Question Samples:

1.   “It woke up the old Okeechobee and the monster began to roll in his bed.”  Who or what is the monster?  What other images in the passage support your interpretation?   (9-10.RL.2.1)

2.  Based on the language and imagery in paragraph 2, what natural event is about to happen? Give examples of specific words and figures of speech that make clear the event and suggest the mood in the passage.  (9-10RV.3.1)

Your Turn!  Think-Pair-Share

With a partner, create 3 text-dependent questions for this passage based on the 3 categories above.

(If you brought a laptop or other device, you can access the standards at www.doe.in.gov./standards. Find the corresponding standard and write its number next to each question
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