Dear Parents and/or Guardians:






DATE
Over the weekend, a very sad thing happened to a member of our school family.  STUDENT NAME, a NUMBER grade student at SCHOOL NAME, died unexpectedly of an aneurysm.  NAME was a student here since kindergarten.  NAME’S sister, SIBLING NAME, is in kindergarten here.  There is a younger sister at home.  To the students, staff, and parents who knew him, NAME will be remembered as an excellent student, a boy who was good at physical activities, was well liked and helpful to others.  

As PRINCIPALS’ NAMES do monthly, we had a “Hall Talk” with each grade level today.  This is a synopsis of the information that was shared with your children today:


“…The reason we have our monthly “Hall Talks” is because we are like a family here at SCHOOL NAME.  During our talks, we sometimes celebrate special events; we talk about the character trait of the month; we introduce new students; and we talk about school rules.  Another part of being a family is sharing sad news with each other.   Today, we need to share with you that one of our school family died over the weekend.  NAME was in NUMBER grade. The doctors call what happened to NAME an aneurysm.  That means that one of his blood vessels stopped working.  This doesn’t happen very often at all to any person.  It is very rare.  There wasn’t anything he did that caused it. This was not connected to any activity either here or at home.”

“…Everyone shows their feelings in different ways – some cry, some laugh, some act silly, some want to talk, some don’t want to talk.  However you feel is OK.  What we can do now is help each other and help STUDENT”S family.”

Students then returned to their classrooms where they could write or draw a message to STUDENT”S family.  Students were also told they could talk privately with one of our school’s social workers.

Social workers, teachers and support staff have been, and will continue to be available to students, teachers and parents.  Please contact the school if you have any specific questions or concerns.

As a parent, you may want to talk to your child about death because it impacts each person in different ways.  How children will react will depend on the relationship they had with the person who died, their age, and their prior experience with death.

Your child may:

· Appear unaffected

· Ask questions about the death repeatedly

· Be angry or aggressive

· Be sad or depressed

· Become afraid

· Have difficulty sleeping or eating

We encourage you to be particularly attentive to your child at this time. If they want to talk, answer their questions simply, honestly and repeatedly if necessary.  If you have any questions about the manner in which we tried to meet the needs of the students, feel free to call me.

STUDENT”S family appreciates everyone’s support for their family and invites any of the SCHOOL NAME family to visit the funeral home, if you feel it is appropriate for your child(ren).  The arrangements for NAME’S viewing and funeral are the following:  

Viewing      
name of Mortuary 
Wednesday  
4:00-8:00 p.m.

Funeral

name of Mortuary
Thursday 
       11:00 a.m.

Arrangements for your child to miss school for the funeral would be handled as you would with any other appointment during the day.  

Sincerely,

