Dear Parent,

A very sad thing has happened in our school community.  NAME, a member of the SCHOOL NAME faculty, died of cancer on Saturday evening.  NAME had been an employee of the SCHOOL CORP NAME for over seventeen years, and she was a member of the SCHOOL faculty for the last eight years.  By title, NAME was a grade/subject teacher.  To the students, staff, and parents who knew her, she was much more than that.  She regularly exhibited many character traits including compassion, generosity, and gentleness.

Approximately 6 weeks ago, NAME was diagnosed with cancer and took a leave of absence to undergo treatment.    The cancer was already in its advanced stages at that time, and it was not responsive to treatment.  Last week, the family informed us that treatment had been stopped and hospice care had begun.  We received the news of her death on Sunday afternoon.   The SCHOOL NAME community is profoundly saddened by her passing.


We have shared this information with your children today and had discussions with all the students in their classrooms.  All students signed a poster that will be given to the grieving family as a token of our love and respect for NAME.  Students who needed additional assistance with their grief were offered counseling services and activities to help them process their thoughts and emotions.  Grief counselors, teachers and support staff have been, and will continue to be, available to students, teachers and parents.  Please contact the school if you have any questions or concerns.


As a parent, you may want to talk to your child about death because it impacts each person in different ways.  How children will react will depend on the relationship they had with the person who died, their age, and their prior experience with death.

Your child may:

· Appear unaffected

· Ask questions about the death repeatedly

· Be angry or aggressive

· Be sad or depressed

· Become afraid

· Have difficulty sleeping or eating

We encourage you to be particularly attentive to your children at this time. If they want to talk, answer their questions simply, honestly and repeatedly if necessary.  If you have any questions about the manner in which we tried to meet the needs of the students, feel free to call me.

Sincerely,

PRINCIPAL
*In the event that you or your child are interested in attending the showing, it will be held at NAME of MORTUARY, day/time
