Many kids will have known NAME from school (elementary on up), church, sports, or class.  The entire school will be effected, not just the junior class.  We expect to see grief responses from many.  You should expect to see this in every period over the next several days and weeks.  Don’t be afraid to talk about it with your students.  Do not hesitate to refer someone to the library and/or guidance office.

The grief responses that you see will differ from student to student.  Some may act extra loud or be extra quiet.  You may see increased physical movement, some worried or scared feelings, some inability to concentrate, and some may start to inexplicably cry.  The students will seek you out to talk with or ask questions of.  Most will be seeking a need for routine.  This provides them with feelings of safety and structure.   You are receiving some excellent information in the handouts today about things that are helpful to say.  It’s okay to let the students know that you, too, are sad.

For those who had NAME  in class, the first couple of times may be extra difficult.  You will have to deal with his loss to your classroom.  Please don’t remove his desk and act as if he never existed.  The students may wish to decorate his desk, or to leave momentos on it.  This will provide them with a sense of some closure.  Allow conversation/memory sharing about NAME.  It’s okay for you to participate in this, too.

This weekend, we found kids wanted to share their memories, show pictures, and talk to one another.  Expect more of the same today.  Be flexible with the work you give.

Give them constructive ways to handle grief.  Ask what they’ve done in past times of sadness to help them feel better.  Let them know that everyone grieves individually…we all handle it differently…and there is not a right or wrong way.

Any student that you are concerned about, please let us know.  

Please be extra aware of students in the hallway.  Some may be sent to the library and not make it there.  They may sit in the hallway instead.  Be concerned about these students. Encourage them to go to the library.  We will come to them, if necessary.

It’s going to be a difficult day for everyone.  I know that many of you are upset and worried over both deaths that we’ve experienced this week.       If you need any assistance, please don’t be hesitant to ask for it.  We are there for you as well as the students.

