STEWART B. MCKINNEY HOMELESS ASSISTANCE ACT 

Part B--Education for Homeless Children and Youth 

(42 USCA º 11431-11435) 

 

A. Purpose of the Program: 

 

The Stewart B. McKinney Homeless Assistance Act requires Indiana to: 

 

1. Ensure that each child of a homeless individual and each homeless youth has equal access to the same free 
appropriate public education, including a public preschool education, as provided to other children and youth; 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
2. Review and implement steps to revise such laws, regulations, practices or policies (including compulsory 
residency requirements) that may act as a barrier to the enrollment, attendance, or success in school of homeless 
children and youth; 

3. Carry out the policies set forth in 42 USCA º 11431; 

4. Provide activities for and services to homeless children, including preschool-aged children and homeless youth 
that enable such children to enroll in, attend, and succeed in school; 

5. Maintain an Office of Coordinator of Education for Homeless Children and Youth; 

6. Develop and implement a State Plan; 

7. Estimate the number of homeless children and youth in the State and the number of such children and youth 
served with assistance provided under grants or contracts; 

8. Develop and implement professional development programs for school personnel; 

9. Gather information on the nature and extent of the problems homeless children and youth have in gaining access 
to public schools and difficulties in identifying their needs; 

10. Facilitate coordination between the State educational agency, the State social services agency, and other 
agencies providing services to homeless children and youth and their families; and 

11. Collaborate with other relevant service providers to improve the comprehensive services to homeless children 
and youth an their families. 

 

B. Numbers and Profile of Population Served: 

 

Since the first attempt to count homeless children and youth in Indiana, numbers have risen steadily from 959 in 
1988 to over 28,000 in 1999. Approximately one-third are preschoolers and another one-third are elementary 
school-age children. The majority of homeless children are members of homeless families headed by single, young 
females. This is the fastest growing segment of the homeless population in Indiana and the United States. The 
remaining third of those counted are middle/junior high and high-school aged youth. This is the most difficult 
population to identify because, in most instances, they are runaways, throwaways or "pushouts" who live alone or 
with other unattached minors in a variety of non-traditional settings. In Indiana, it is illegal to be an unattached 
minor, and detection may result in adjudication. Therefore, these children do not seek medical, psychological, 
employment, educational, or other assistance that may help them become contributing, productive citizens because 
they fear being turned over to juvenile authorities. Shelter children and youth estimated counts are conducted in the 
fall of each year. 

 

C. Program Accomplishments: 

 

1. Developed a survey to evaluate program effectiveness in areas of: (a) ISTEP+; (b) Tutoring; 

(c) Placement and Attendance; (d) Professional Development; (e) Referrals; (f) Transportation; 

(g) Adaptations; and (h) Supplies; 

2. Conducted professional development workshops to develop greater awareness, among Stewart B. McKinney 
homeless liaisons in school corporations and shelter administrators, of Indiana's compulsory school attendance 
laws and homeless children and youth; 



3. Achieved greater collaboration with other State agencies, shelters, school corporations, and programs within the 
Department of Education resulting in more comprehensive services for homeless children, and youth, and their 
families; 

4. Disseminated information to student service personnel, administrators, attendance officers, teachers and other 
interested school corporation personnel about how best to assist homeless children and youth; 

5. Compiled a Question and Answer Document, to be distributed to public schools in Indiana, about: (a) the 
definition of homelessness;( b) Indiana's school attendance laws and homeless children; (c) school services for 
homeless students; (d) school records for homeless students; and (e) lesson plans for educators to use with 
students in developing a greater understanding of homelessness and its impact on society; 

6. Created a Stewart B. McKinney Corel Presentation of thirty-six slides for LEA McKinney Liaisons to build 
local community awareness about homelessness and to promote linkages to community resources for homeless 
children and youth; 

7. Surveyed over 100 shelter for homeless in Indiana, using the "Stewart B. McKinney Data Collection Form," to 
determine: (a) estimated homeless children and youth count, (b) current barriers to school enrollment, (c) 
activities (tutoring, medical services, case management, etc.) considered a major need to ensure the success of 
homeless children and youth; (d) programs (Title 1, Head Start, etc.) difficult for the homeless child to access; 
and (e) collaboration between schools and homeless shelters; and 

8. Compiled a profile of each McKinney Program in Indiana for distribution to school corporations, businesses, 
agencies, general public and other interested persons. 

 

D. Goals for the 2001-2003 Biennium: 

 

1. The Indiana Department of Education will continue to support the elimination of barriers to the enrollment, 
attendance, and success in school for homeless children and youth, including preschoolers by serving as liaison to the 
U.S. Dept. of Education and Indiana schools and facilitating, administering, advocating, and coordinating: 

 

a. The identification and linkage of homeless students to appropriate Federal, State, and local program within 
school and community environments; 

b. Resources, programs, visuals, and procedures to raise awareness among educators and communities regarding 
the educational rights of homeless children and youth; 

c. The access to education by homeless students through dissemination of information about educational profiling, 
special service programs, timely enrollment strategies, and free textbook and meal programs; 

d. The identification of available community resources in the areas of medical, dental, and psychological services; 

e. The tabulation of State estimation counts for numbers of homeless children and youth, including preschoolers, 
and collecting data about barriers caused by issues of transportation, immunization, residency, birth and school 
records, and guardianship; and 

f. The implementation of programs and policies to ensure that homeless students are not isolated or stigmatized. 

 

 

2. The Office of Coordinator for Education of Homeless Children and Youth will maintain a significant partnership 
role with local Stewart B. McKinney grant sites to ensure that homeless students are assessed properly and 
appropriate learning programs are prescribed to promote the educational success of homeless students. Areas of 
specific focus will include: 
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a. Textbooks and supplies needed for classroom instruction; 

b. Appropriate placement of homeless students with special needs programs such as: Gifted and Talented, Title I, 
Migrant, Even Start, and Special Education; 

c. Timely enrollment in school of all homeless school-age children; 

d. Professional development workshops addressing special needs of homeless children, program organization, 
assessment, collaboration, community/parent involvement initiates, compulsory school attendance laws, 



academic improvement strategies with an emphasis on ISTEP+ success; and other relevant topics such as HIV 
education; 

e. A resource library of homeless information available to the educational community; 

f. Technical training and assistance for prospective and current McKinney grant applicants; 

g. Collection of information on the extent to which school corporations have successfully resolved enrollment 
issues caused by immunization, school records, guardianship, and transportation; and 

h. Monitoring of school districts concerning requirements of the Stewart B. McKinney Homeless Assistance Act 
through: telephone calls, monitoring instrument, visitations, reports, meetings, and written documents. 

 

3. It is the goal of the Office of Coordinator of Education for Homeless Children and Youth to more effectively 
serve the needs of homeless children and youth by: 

 

a. Conducting site visits, in partnership with Title I and Special Education, to assess the extent to which needs of 
homeless children and youth, at risk of failing to meet State performance standards, are being met; 

b. Reviewing, with the offices of Title I and Special Education, State and local policies as relates to these areas and 
the affects on homeless school-age students; 

c. Partner with Title I and Special Education to identify barriers that impede access, by students experiencing 
homelessness, to Title I and Special Education school programs; and 

d. Discuss possible programmatic linkages within the Department of Education to enhance services provided to 
homeless children and youth, including preschoolers. 

 

E. Summary of New or Expanded Services Requests: None at this time. 

 

F. Services to be Reduced or Discontinued in 2001-2003: None at this time. 

 

 

 

 

 







