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Title I Services in Private Schools
[bookmark: _GoBack]Equitable Services Requirements:
Under Title I of No Child Left Behind, and Section 1120 of ESEA requires Local Education Agencies (LEAs) participating in Title I Services to provide eligible private school students, their teachers, and their families with Title I services or other benefits that are equitable to those provided to eligible public school children, their teachers, and their families.
· An LEA must only use Title I funds to meet the needs of the Title I participants.  Consequently ….
· An LEA cannot use any Title I funds to meet the needs of the private school or the general needs of the private school children.
· Private schools cannot have school-wide programs.
· No funds can go directly to private schools.
· In order to meet Equitable Services requirements an LEA must –
· Provide eligible private school children with an opportunity to participate;
· Meet the equal expenditure requirements for instruction, professional development, and parent involvement; 
· Assess student needs and the effectiveness of the Title I program; and 
· Begin Title I programs in private schools at the same time as the Title I programs for public school children.
· The LEA is responsible for designing and implementing Title I programs for its resident children who attend private schools, even those attending private schools located in other LEAs.
· Private school officials have no authority to make any decision.
· The LEA is required to develop and implement Title I programs that meet the needs of the Title I participants and the LEA cannot delegate this responsibility to private school officials. 
· Private school officials do not develop plans or make budget decisions – this is an LEA responsibility. 
· Funds generated by low-income private school children who reside in Title I attendance areas must be used only for instructional services.




Supplement NOT Supplant: 
Title I services must be in addition to and cannot replace or supplant services that would be provided by private schools to their private school participants.
· Questions to Ask:
· What classes are children missing when they receive Title I services?
· What materials including books do children use when they receive Title I services?  Are these materials provided to non-Title I students?
· How are Title I services supplemental?
LEA and Private School Consultation:
Section 1120 of ESEA requires that the LEA consult with private school officials. Consultation involves discussions between public and private school officials on key issues that affect the ability of eligible private school children to participate equitably in Title I programs.  
· Consultation requirements include: 
· Timely (before decisions are made) and meaningful (not a unilateral offer without opportunity for discussion) conversations between the LEA and private school.
· Discussions that occur during the design, development, and implementation of the Title I programs.
· Face to face meetings
· Dialogue prior to the LEA making any decisions.
· Topics to address during consultation must include: 
· How the LEA will identify the needs of eligible children;
· What services the LEA will offer;                   
· How and when the LEA will make decisions;
· How, where, and by whom the LEA will provide services;
· What the size and scope of services will be; 
· How the LEA will assess the Title I program and use the results to improve Title I services;
· Additional topics addressed during consultation could include: 
· The size and scope of the equitable services and the proportion of funds the LEA will allocate for services; 
· Method or sources of data the LEA will use to determine the number of low-income students;
· Services the LEA will provide to teachers and families of participating children;
· Discussion of service delivery mechanism the LEA can use;
· A thorough consideration and analysis of the views of private school officials services through a contract with third-party provider.                                                         
Selection of children to be served through Title I Services:
Private school children who reside in Title I participating public school attendance areas AND are failing or most at risk of failing to meet student academic achievement standards should receive Title I Services.
Guidelines: 
· Homeless, 2 preceding years in Head Start, Even Start, Early Reading First, Title I Preschool, Title I, Part C (Migrant Education).
· Grades Prek–2 – selected solely on the basis of teacher judgment, interviews with parents, developmentally-appropriate criteria.
· Grades 3 and above – selected using multiple selection criteria.
· Poverty is NOT a criterion!
Service Provider Requirements:
· The provider of Title I services must be either an employee of the LEA OR an employee of a third party under contract with the LEA.
· Private school teachers may be employed by both the private school and the LEA; however, they must be independent of the private school during the time they are employed by the LEA to provide Title I services. 
· LEA teachers providing Title I services must meet Highly Qualified Teacher (HQT) requirements. 
· Paraprofessionals must meet the paraprofessional qualification requirements, provide instructional support, and be under the direct supervision of and in close and frequent proximity to a HQT public school teacher.
· Private school officials may not sign time and effort records.
· Private school officials cannot establish requirements for LEA employed teachers.
Types of Services Provided to Title I Students: 
· Direct instruction outside the regular classroom = pull out model
· Tutoring
· After or before school programs
· Saturday programs
· Summer school
· Counseling
· Computer assisted instruction (CAI)

Working Together to Maintain Control:
· Title I funds may only be used to meet the needs of participating children.
· Non-Title I private school children may not use materials purchased with Title I funds.
· The LEA must retain title to all materials purchased with Title I funds.
· All materials, etc., purchased with Title I funds must be labeled “Property of… School District” and placed in a secured location when not in use.
· Private school officials have no authority to obligate Federal funds.
Evaluation:
· After consultation, LEA establishes the assessment it will use to measure the effectiveness against the agreed upon standards.
· May use the State assessment or another assessment that is aligned to the agreed upon standards, such as the assessment used in the private school.
· All participants are assessed annually, including children receiving nonacademic services.
· Every year, the LEA, after consulting with private school officials, must determine what constitutes acceptable annual progress for the Title I program.   
· This decision must be made before Title I services begin.
· It’s not enough to just assess participants – the LEA must determine the effectiveness of the total program in raising academic achievement. 
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