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Title 20, Article 18 
General Provisions 

Chapter 1. Applicability 

IC 20-18-1-1Applicabilityof title 
Sec. 1. Except as otherwise provided, this title applies to public schoolcorporations. 

Chapter 2. Definitions (selected) 

IC 20-18-2-1Application 
Sec. 1. The definitions in this chapter apply throughout this title. 

IC 20-18-2-5 "Governing body" 
Sec. 5. "Governingbody" means: 

(1) a board of schoolcommissioners; 

(2) a metropolitan board of education; 
(3) a board of trustees;or 

(4) any other boardor commissionchargedby lawwith the responsibility of administering the affairs of a school 
corporation. 

IC 20-18-2-12 "Nonpublic school" 
Sec. 12. (a) "Nonpublic school" means a school that is not maintainedby a schoolcorporation. 
(b) The termincludes a private schoolor parochialschool. 

IC 20-18-2-15 "Public school" 

Sec. 15. "Public school"; 

(1) for purposes of this title (other than IC 20-33-1), means a school maintained by a school corporation; and 

(2) for purposes of IC 20-33-1, means: 

(A) a school maintained by a school corporation; or 
(B) a preschool, an elementary school, or a high school maintained by a state educational institution under 

IC 20-24.5 or another law. 

IC 20-18-2-16 "School corporation" 

Sec. 16. (a) "Schoolcorporation" means a public school corporationestablishedby Indianalaw. 
(b) The termincludes a: 

(1) schoolcity; 

(2) school town; 
(3) consolidatedschoolcorporation; 

(5) metropolitan schooldistrict; 
(6) township schoolcorporation; 
(7) county schoolcorporation; 

(8) united schoolcorporation; or 
(9) community schoolcorporation. 

IC 20-18-2-17 "School year" 
Sec. 17. "Schoolyear" means theperiod: 

(1) beginning after June 30of each year; and 
(2) ending before July 1of the following year; 

except when a different period is specified for a particular purpose. 
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Title 20, Article 27
 
General Provisions
 

Chapter 1. Applicability 

IC 20-27-1-1Application of article 

Sec. 1. Except as otherwise provided, this article applies to the following: 
(1) Schoolcorporations. 
(2) Nonpublic schools. 

Chapter 2. Definitions 

IC 20-27-2-1Application 
Sec. 1. The definitions in this chapter apply throughout this article. 

IC 20-27-2-2 "Committee" 
Sec. 2. "Committee" refers to thestate schoolbus committee establishedby IC20-27-3-1. 

IC 20-27-2-3 "Common carrier contract" 
Sec. 3. "Common carrier contract" means a contract for the transportation of students betweena schoolcorporationanda 

regular route common carrier of passengers that operates under the jurisdictionof the department of staterevenue. 

IC 20-27-2-4 "Employment contract" 

Sec. 4. "Employment contract" means a contract: 
(1) between: 

(A) a schoolcorporation that owns allnecessaryschoolbus equipment; and 
(B) a schoolbus driver; and 

(2) that provides that the schoolbus driver is employed in the same manner as other noninstructionalpersonnelare 

employed by theschoolcorporation. 

IC 20-27-2-5 "Fleet contract" 

Sec. 5. "Fleet contract" means a contract betweena school corporation and a fleet contractor in which the contractor promises 
to provide two (2) or more schoolbuses andschoolbus drivers for student transportation. 

IC 20-27-2-6 "Fleet contractor" 
Sec. 6. "Fleet contractor" means a personwho contracts with a schoolcorporation to provide two (2) or more schoolbuses and 

schoolbus drivers for student transportation. 

IC 20-27-2-7 "Parents supplemental transportation contract" 

Sec. 7. "Parents supplemental transportationcontract" means a contract between parents of students enrolled in a public school 
and a schoolbus driver in which the schoolbus driver promises to provide a schoolbus and drivingservices. 

IC 20-27-2-8 "School bus" 
Sec. 8. "Schoolbus" means a motor vehicle, other than a special purpose bus, that is: 

(1) designedandconstructedfor the accommodationof more than ten (10) passengers;and 
(2) used for the transportationof Indiana students. 

The term includes the chassis or the body, or both. 

IC 20-27-2-9 "School bus driver" 

Sec. 9. "Schoolbus driver" means an individualcharged with the responsibility of operating a schoolbus. 

IC 20-27-2-10 "Special purpose bus" 

Sec. 10. "Specialpurpose bus" means a motor vehicle: 
(1) that is designed and constructed for the accommodation of more than ten(10) passengers; 
(2) that: 

(A) meets the federalschoolbus safety requirements under 49U.S.C. 30125 except the: 
(i) stop signalarmrequired under federalmotor vehicle safety standard(FMVSS) no. 131; and 

(ii) flashing lamps required under federal motor vehicle safetystandard (FMVSS) no. 108; 
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(B) when ownedby a schoolcorporationandused to transport students, complies with the FederalMotor Carrier 
Safety Regulations as prescribed by the United States Department of TransportationFederalMotor Carrier Safety Administration 

as set forth in 49CFR Chapter III Subchapter B; or 
(C) when ownedby a schoolcorporationandused to transport students, is a motor coach type bus with a capacity of 

at least thirty (30) passengers and a gross vehicle weight rating greater than twenty-sixthousand(26,000) pounds; and 

(3) that is usedby a schoolcorporation for transportation purposes appropriate under IC20-27-9-5. 

IC 20-27-2-11 "Student" 
Sec. 11. "Student" means a child enrolled in a public or nonpublic schoolat any grade between kindergartenandgrade 12. 

IC 20-27-2-12 "Transportation contract" 
Sec. 12. "Transportation contract" means a contractbetweena schoolcorporationand a schoolbus driver in which the school 

bus driver promises to provide, in addition to drivingservices, a school bus, schoolbus chassis, or schoolbus body. 

Chapter 3. State School Bus Committee 

IC 20-27-3-1State school bus committee; members 
Sec. 1. (a) The stateschoolbus committee is established. The committee has thefollowing votingmembers: 

(1) The statesuperintendent or the state superintendent's authorized representative, who serves as chairpersonof the 
committee. 

(2) The commissioner of the bureau of motor vehicles, or the commissioner's authorized representative. 

(3) The administrator of the motor carrier services divisionof the department of staterevenue. 
(4) The director of the governor's councilon impaired and dangerous driving. 
(5) A schoolbus driver appointedby the state superintendentupon the recommendationof the IndianaState Association of 

SchoolBus Drivers, Inc. 
(6) A superintendent of a schoolcorporationappointed by the state superintendentupon the recommendationof the 

Indiana Association of Public School Superintendents. 
(7) A member of the governing body of a schoolcorporation appointedby the state superintendent upon the 

recommendation of the Indiana SchoolBoards Association. 

(8) A representative of the Indiana Schoolfor the Blind and Visually Impaired or the Indiana Schoolfor the Deaf 
appointed by thestatesuperintendent. 

(9) A member of the SchoolTransportationAssociation of Indiana appointedby the statesuperintendent upon the 

recommendationof the SchoolTransportation Association of Indiana. 
(b) The statesuperintendent shalldesignate a secretary fromthe departmentwho shallkeep the official record of the meetings 

and of official transactions of the committee. 

IC 20-27-3-2Nonvoting members 

Sec. 2. (a) The following nonvotingmembers shalladvise the votingmembers of the committee: 
(1) A member of the Indiana Association of SchoolBus Distributors selected by the executive committee of that 

association. 

(2) A member of the state police department selectedby the statepolice superintendent. 
(3) A member of the Indiana TransportationAssociation selected by the executive committee of that association. 

(4) A member of the Indiana Township Association selectedby the executive committee of thatassociation. 
(5) A schoolbusiness officialappointed by the state superintendent upon the recommendationof the Indiana Association 

of SchoolBusiness Officials. 

(b) An individual is not qualified to serveas a nonvotingmember of the committee untilproper credentials of the individual's 
appointment havebeenfiled with the chairpersonof the committee. Each nonvotingmember shallbe notified of allcommittee 
meetings andmay attend each meetingandoffer adviceto the voting members of the committee. 

IC 20-27-3-3Meetings 

Sec. 3. (a) The committee: 
(1) shallhold one (1) regular meeting each quarter; and 
(2) may hold specialmeetings as the chairpersonconsiders necessary. 

(b) Four (4) voting members of the committee constitute a quorum for the transactionof official business. 

IC 20-27-3-4Powers; bus driver performance standards; certificate of inspection 

Sec. 4. (a) The committee has thefollowing powers: 
(1) The committee may adopt rules under IC4-22-2 establishing standards for the constructionof schoolbuses andspecial 

purpose buses, includingminimum standards for the constructionof schoolbuses and specialpurpose buses necessary to beissued 
a: 

(A) valid certificate of inspection decal; and 
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(B) temporary certificateof inspectiondecaldescribed in IC20-27-7-10. 
(2) The committee may adopt rules under IC4-22-2 establishing standards for the equipment of schoolbuses andspecial 

purpose buses, includingminimum standards for the equipmentof schoolbuses and specialpurpose buses necessary tobe issued a: 
(A) valid certificate of inspection decal; and 
(B) temporary certificateof inspectiondecaldescribed in IC20-27-7-10. 

(3) The committee may adopt rules under IC4-22-2 specifying theminimum standards thatmust be met to avoid the 
issuanceof an out-of-service certificateof inspectiondecal. 

(4) The committee may provide for the inspection of all school buses and specialpurposebuses, newor old, that are 
offered for sale, lease, or contract. 

(5) The committee may provide for the annual inspectionof all schoolbuses andspecialpurpose buses and the issuance of 

certificate of inspectiondecals. 
(6) The committee may maintain an approved list of school buses andspecialpurpose buses thathave passed inspection 

tests under subdivision (4) or (5). 

(7) The committee may, subject to approvalby the stateboard of accounts, prescribestandard forms for schoolbus driver 
contracts. 

(8) The committee may hear appeals brought under IC20-27-7-15. 
(b) The committee shalladopt rules under IC4-22-2 to set performance standards and measurements for determining the 

physicalability necessary for an individual to be a schoolbus driver. 

(c) The certificate of inspection decals shallbe issued to correspond with eachschoolyear. Each certificate of inspection decal 
expires on September 30following the schoolyear in which the certificate of inspection decal is effective. However, for buses that 
are described in IC 20-27-7-7, the certificate of inspection decalexpires on a date that is not later thanseven (7) months after the 

date of the first inspection for the particular schoolyear. 

IC 20-27-3-5Rules; displayof school district name on bus; indication on bus of stopping at railroad crossing 
Sec. 5. (a) The committee shalladopt andenforce rules under IC4-22-2 to require that eachnewschoolbus operatedby or on 

behalf of a schoolcorporationbear the name of the schooldistrict on the backof the schoolbus in black letters. 

(b) The committee shalladopt andenforce rules under IC4-22-2 to require that eachschoolbus placed intoservice for the first 
time by a schoolcorporationor nonpublic schoolbear an indicationon the backof the schoolbus that theschoolbus is required to 
stop at all railroad crossings. 

IC 20-27-3-6Rules; displayof United States flag on bus 

Sec. 6. The committee shalladopt andenforce rules under IC4-22-2 that allowthe displayof the UnitedStates flag on a school 
bus operated byor on behalf of a schoolcorporation. The rules must providethata flag displayedon a schoolbus may not be 
placed in a manner that: 

(1) obstructs theschoolbus driver's vision through the windshield or anyother window; 
(2) impedes the schoolbus driver's operation of anyequipment; or 
(3) distracts the attention of other motorists fromthe school bus's warning lamps or stopsignalarmwhen the schoolbus is 

loading or unloadingstudents. 

IC 20-27-3-6.5 Committee toadopt and enforce rules concerningproper fastening of safetybelt on school bus passenger's 
body and conducting a school bus passenger evacuation drill 

Sec. 6.5. The committee shalladoptandenforce rules under IC4-22-2 to require that a schoolbus driver operating a school 

bus do the followingat leastone (1) time each semester: 
(1) If the schoolbus is equippedwith safety belts meeting the standards set forth in IC9-19-10-2, provide instruction to 

the passengers on the schoolbus on the proper fastening of the safety belt about the passenger's body. 

(2) Conducta schoolbus passenger evacuation drill. 

IC 20-27-3-7Standards of construction and equipment 
Sec. 7. (a) A schoolbus or specialpurposebus sold or delivered in Indianamust meet the standards of constructionand 

equipment set forth in the rules of the committee. 

(b) A schoolbus may not be originally licensed in Indiana until the schoolbus has been inspected by the state police 
departmentand found to comply with thesestandards. 

IC 20-27-3-8Violation 
Sec. 8. A personwho knowingly, intentionally, or recklessly violates this chapter commits a Class Cmisdemeanor. 

Chapter 4. Purchase of School Buses IC20-27-4-1Authority topurchase school buses 

Sec. 1. A schoolcorporationmay purchase a schoolbus or special purpose bus to furnish transportationfor students. The 

schoolcorporation may purchase: 
(1) both thebody and the chassis of a schoolbus; or 
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(2) either the body or the chassis. 
A purchase may be made for cashor under the terms of a security agreement. 

IC 20-27-4-2RepealedIC 20-27-4-3 Securityagreements; appropriation 
Sec. 3. Before a securityagreement is executed, an appropriation for the amount of the purchaseprice must be made. The 

appropriation is made in the same manner as anyother appropriation, except that the amount of theappropriation is not limited by 
the amount of funds available at thetime of the execution or the amount of funds to be raisedby a taxlevy effective at the time of 

the execution. A petition to borrow, a noticeto taxpayers, or other formality is not necessary, except: 
(1) as specifically provided in this chapter; and 
(2) as may be required by lawfor the issuance of general obligationbonds. 

IC 20-27-4-4General obligation bonds 
Sec. 4. If a schoolcorporationrequires funds to purchase a school bus for cash, the schoolcorporationmay borrowthe 

necessary funds by issuing generalobligation bonds. The bonds shallbe issued in the same manner as other generalobligation 
bonds. However, the bonds may notextend for more than six(6) years . 

IC 20-27-4-5Loans 
Sec. 5. (a) If a schoolcorporationrequires funds to purchase a schoolbus for cash, the schoolcorporationmay, insteadof 

issuing generalobligationbonds, negotiatefor and borrowfunds or purchase the schoolbus on an installment conditionalsales 
contractor a promissory note securedby the schoolbus. 

(b) To effect a loan, the schoolcorporation shallexecute a negotiable note or notes to thelender. Thenotes may not extendfor 

more than six(6) years. 
(c) Before a note described in this section is executed, an appropriation for the amountof the purchase price of the schoolbus 

and any incidentalexpenses connected with the purchase or the loan, mustbe made in the same manner as other appropriations are 
made, except that the amount of the appropriation is not limited by the amount of funds available at thetime of the loan or purchase 
or by the amountof funds tobe raisedby a taxlevy effective at the time of the loan. 

(d) A petition to borrow, a notice to taxpayers, or other formality is not necessary to borrowfunds under this sectionexcept as 
specifically provided in this chapter. 

IC 20-27-4-6Manner of purchase 
Sec. 6. (a) The purchase of a schoolbus shallbe made in the same manner as providedby lawfor the purchaseof school 

supplies by a Schoolcorporation. 
(b) If a schoolbus is purchasedunder a securityagreement, the required noticeto bidders or solicitationof bids mustset: 

(1) the lengthof time the securityagreement shall run; and 

(2) the terms of the security agreement, including the security agreement price and interest rate. 
(c) The lowbid for a security agreement shallbe determined by adding toeachbidding price thenet interest cost and then 
comparing the totals of the price and intereston eachbid. A separatestatementof each price shallbe made to enable the governing 

body to determine theadvisability of purchasinga schoolbus under a security agreement. 

IC 20-27-4-7Indiana bond bank; loans, securityagreements, or leases 
Sec. 7. Notwithstandinganyother provision of this chapter, a schoolcorporation may negotiate andenter into loans, security 

agreements, or leases with theIndiana bondbankfor the acquisition and financingof a schoolbus. 

IC 20-27-4-8Effect of chapter 
Sec. 8. This chapter does notaffect the validityor legality of a negotiable instrument, conditionalsales contract, purchase 

money mortgagecontract, or promissory note executedanddeliveredbefore July 1, 1965, by a schoolcorporationand given for the 
purchase of a schoolbus in accordancewith Indiana lawthat was specifically repealedor repealedby implication byActs 1965, 

c.259. 

IC 20-27-4-9Repealed 

Chapter 5. Transportation Contracts 

IC 20-27-5-0.2 Application of certain amendments to prior law 
Sec. 0.2. The amendments made to: (1) IC 20-9.1-2-4 (before its repeal, nowcodified at section5of this chapter); and (2) IC 

20-9.1-2-4.1 (before its repeal, nowcodified at section6 of this chapter); donotapply to contracts entered into before July 1, 1988. 

IC 20-27-5-1Nonpublic school exemption 
Sec. 1. This chapter does notapply to a nonpublic schoolor to a schoolbus driver contractexecuted for a nonpublic school. 

IC 20-27-5-2Authority to provide transportation; fees prohibited 
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Sec. 2. (a) The governingbodyof a schoolcorporationmay provide transportation for students to andfromschool. 
(b) If the governingbodyof a schoolcorporation: 

(1) provides transportation; or 
(2) contracts with an educationalservicecenter (as definedby IC20-20-1-2) to provide transportation; no fee may be 

charged to a parent or student for transportation toand fromschool. However, a fee may be chargedfor transportation toand from 

an athletic, a social, or another schoolsponsored function. 

IC 20-27-5-3Transportation responsibilities 
Sec. 3. If a schoolcorporationprovides transportationfor students, thegoverningbodyof the schoolcorporation is responsible 

for obtaining thenecessaryschoolbuses andschoolbus drivers. 

IC 20-27-5-4Employment of school bus driver 
Sec. 4. (a) If a schoolcorporationowns theschoolbus equipment in its entirety, the schoolcorporation may employ a school 

bus driver on a schoolyear basis in the same manner as other noninstructional employees are employed. 
(b) A schoolcorporation thathires a schoolbus driver under this section shallpurchase andcarry public liability and property 

damage insurance covering theoperation of schoolbus equipment in compliance with IC9-25. 
(c) Sections 5 through 32of this chapter do not apply to the employment of a schoolbus driver hired under this section. 

IC 20-27-5-5Driver furnishingbody or chassis of school bus; written transportation contract; benefits 
Sec. 5. (a) If a schoolbus driver is required to furnish the schoolbus body or theschoolbus chassis, or both, the governing 

body of the schoolcorporation may enter into a transportationcontractwith the schoolbus driver under IC5-22. 

(b) The transportation contractmay include a provision allowing the schoolbus driver to be eligible for the life and health 
insurance benefits andother fringe benefits available to other schoolpersonnel. 

IC 20-27-5-6Fleet contract; written fleet contract; benefits 
Sec. 6. (a) The governingbodyof the schoolcorporation may enter into a fleet contractwith the fleet contractor under IC5-22. 

(b) The fleet contract may include a provision allowing the school bus drivers to be eligible for the life and health insurance 
benefits and other fringe benefits available to other schoolpersonnel. 

IC 20-27-5-7Transportation and fleet contract public purchasing requirements 
Sec. 7. Transportation and fleet contracts entered into bya school corporation shallbe entered into under IC5-22. 

IC 20-27-5-8Repealed 

IC 20-27-5-9Repealed 

IC 20-27-5-10Transportation or fleet contract; public notice 

Sec. 10. (a) The governingbody shallgive notice to the public at least ten (10) days before beginningnegotiations or receiving 
proposals or bids for transportation or fleet contracts. Noticeshallbe given in the manner providedby IC5-3-1. The notice must 

include the following information: 
(1) That the governingbodywill negotiate, receive proposals, or receive bids for transportationcontracts andfleet 

contracts on a specified date. 

(2) That the governingbodywill execute contracts for the cchoolbus routes of the schoolcorporation. 
(3) That the specifications for the routes andrelated information are on file in the office of the governingbody. 

(b) A transportationor fleet contract may notbe negotiated until notice has been given under this section. 

IC 20-27-5-11RepealedIC 20-27-5-12RepealedIC 20-27-5-13Prerequisites for bidders for transportation contract 

Sec. 13. Before a bidder may be awarded a transportationcontract, the bidder must meet thefollowing conditions: 
(1) The bidder must meet the physical requirements prescribed in IC20-27-8-1 as evidenced bya certificate signedby an 

Indiana physician whohas examined the bidder. 

(2) The bidder must hold a valid public passenger chauffeur's license or commercialdriver's licenseissued by the bureau 
of motor vehicles. 

IC 20-27-5-14Repealed 

IC 20-27-5-15Repealed 

IC 20-27-5-16Repealed 

IC 20-27-5-17Repealed 
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IC 20-27-5-18Repealed 

IC 20-27-5-19Transportation or fleet contract; sale or assignment 
Sec. 19. A transportation or fleet contract entered intounder this chapter may not be sold or assignedexcept by written 

agreement of bothparties to the originalcontractandby theassignee or purchaser of the contract. 

IC 20-27-5-20RepealedIC 20-27-5-21Transportation contract; substitute driver requirements 

Sec. 21. A substituteschoolbus driver may not operate a school bus unless the substitute schoolbus driver meets the standards 
required by IC20-27-8-1 and has been approvedby thegoverning bodyor its authorized agent. 

IC 20-27-5-22RepealedIC 20-27-5-23Transportation contract; termination; alcoholic beverage 
Sec. 23. A schoolbus driver may not consume an alcoholic beverage during schoolhours or while operatinga schoolbus. A 

transportation contract may be terminatedwithouthearingupon presentationof reliable evidence that a schoolbus driver has 

consumed an alcoholic beverage: 
(1) during schoolhours; 

(2) while operatinga schoolbus;or 
(3) while performing the schoolbus driver's duties. 

IC 20-27-5-24RepealedIC 20-27-5-25RepealedIC 20-27-5-26Fleet contract; school bus driver provisions 
Sec. 26. (a) All schoolbus drivers employed by the fleet contractor mustmeet the physical, moral, and license standards 

prescribed in IC 20-27-8. 

(b) Schoolbus drivers employedby a fleet contractor shallattend the annualsafetymeetingfor schoolbus drivers sponsored 
by the committee and thestate police department in accordance with IC20-27-8-9. 

IC 20-27-5-27Transportation or fleet contract; cancellation; purchase of equipment 
Sec. 27. If a transportation or fleet contract is canceledby a governingbody under this chapter, the governing body may 

purchase the schoolbus equipment owned by the schoolbus driver or fleet contractor and used under the transportationcontract. 
The purchase price is the fair market value of the equipmentas determinedby agreement of the governing bodyand the schoolbus 
driver or fleet contractor. 

IC 20-27-5-28Transportation or fleet contract; bond 

Sec. 28. A schoolbus driver or fleet contractor operatinga transportation or fleet contract shall furnisha suretybond 
conditioned on faithfulperformance of the contract. The governing bodyshall specify theamount of bond required. 

IC 20-27-5-29Common carrier contract; generally 
Sec. 29. A governingbodymay enter intoa contract for student transportationwith a regular routecommon carrier that 

operates under the jurisdiction of the departmentof state revenue. 

IC 20-27-5-30Common carrier contract; provisions 

Sec. 30. Each common carrier contractmade under section29of this chapter must providethe following: 
(1) The common carrier is solely responsible for the employment, physicalcondition, and conductof every school bus driver 

employed by thecarrier. 

(2) The carrier must submit a certificate to the governingbody showing that anyschoolbus driver used in performing the 
contractmeets the physicalstandards required by IC20-27-8-1(a)(7). 

IC 20-27-5-31Common carrier contract; exemption from physical examination 
Sec. 31. When a schoolbus driver is employed bya common carrier to assist in performing a common carrier contract made 

under section29of this chapter, the schoolbus driver is exempt from mandatoryphysicalexaminations required under this article, 
except to the extent that examinationmay be necessary for a common carrier to comply with section30(2) of this chapter. 

IC 20-27-5-32Common carrier contract; exemption from requirements 
Sec. 32. A bus operated under a common carrier contract is not required to be constructed, equipped, or painted as specified 

under this article or the rules of the committee unless the bus: 

(1) is operatedexclusively for the transportationof students to and fromschool; or 
(2) must be operatedmore than three 

(3) miles outside the corporation limit of a city or town in order to performthe contract. 

IC 20-27-5-33Violation 

Sec. 33. A person whoknowingly, intentionally, or recklessly violates this chapter commits a Class Cmisdemeanor. 
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Chapter 6. Parents' Supplemental Transportation Contracts 

IC 20-27-6-1Exemptions for nonpublic schools and educational service centers 

Sec. 1. This chapter does notapply to: 
(1) a nonpublic schoolor to a nonpublic schoolbus driver contract executed for a nonpublic school; or 

(2) an educationalservice center (as defined byIC20-20-1-2) or a schoolbus driver contractexecuted for an educational 
service center. 

IC 20-27-6-2Authorityof parents to provide bus transportation 
Sec. 2. Parents may provide bus transportation for students enrolled in a public schoolwho are notprovided transportationby 

the schoolcorporation. 

IC 20-27-6-3Parents joint contract rights 

Sec. 3. (a) The parents of public schoolstudents notprovidedbus transportationby the schoolcorporation may contract jointly 
with a Schoolbus driver to providetransportationunder a parents' Supplemental transportationcontract. 

(b) A parents' supplemental transportation contract is subject to the approvalof the governing bodyof the schoolcorporation 

where the Students transported under the contract reside, anda schoolbus operatedunder thecontract is under the supervision and 
direction of the governingbody. 

IC 20-27-6-4Parents supplemental transportation contract; contents 
Sec. 4. A parents' supplemental transportation contractmust includethe following: 

(1) The type of schoolbus equipment tobe furnished by the Schoolbus driver, includinga provision that the contract 
incorporate by referenceanyequipmentrequirements prescribed by the committee. 

(2) Incorporation byreference of the safety, training, and inspectionrequirements of the committee and the state. 

(3) The amount of liability and propertydamage insurance required to be furnishedby the schoolbus driver. The amount 
of insurance must be commensurate with insurancefurnished by a schoolbus driver operatingunder a transportationcontract with 
a schoolcorporation. 

(4) Any other relevant information necessary to advisethe parties of the terms andconditions of the contract. 

IC 20-27-6-5Parents supplemental transportation contract; school bus driver prerequisites 
Sec. 5. Before a schoolbus driver may enter into a parents' 

Supplemental transportationcontract, theschoolbus driver must meet the following prerequisites: 

(1) The schoolbus driver must meet allphysical requirements required of schoolbus drivers by the committee, including 
the requirements under IC20-27-8-1. 

(2) The schoolbus driver must obtain the physical fitness certificaterequiredof all schoolbus drivers by IC20-27-8-4. 

(3) The schoolbus driver must have a valid public passenger chauffeur's license issued by the bureau of motor vehicles. 
(4) The schoolbus driver must meet any additional requirements required by the contractingparents. 

IC 20-27-6-6Parents supplemental transportation contract; substitute driver requirements 
Sec. 6. A substitute schoolbus driver may not operate a schoolbus unless the substitute schoolbus driver meets the standards 

required by IC20-27-8-1 or any other committee requirements for substitute schoolbus drivers. 

IC 20-27-6-7Parents supplemental transportation contract; use of school buses 

Sec. 7. (a) Except as provided in subsections (b) and (d), a school bus operatingunder a parents' supplemental transportation 
contractmay only be usedfor the following purposes: 

(1) Transportationof eligible students to and fromschool. 
(2) Transportationof eligible students and necessary adult chaperones to andfroman activity that is sponsored, controlled, 

supervised, or participated in by the governingbodyof the schoolcorporation. 

(3) Transportationof students to andfroma: 
(A) youth baseballactivity; 
(B) 4-H club activity; 

(C) junior achievement activity; 
(D) Boy Scout activity; 

(E) Girl Scout activity; 
(F) Campfire activity; or 
(G) recreationalactivityapproved or sponsoredby a political subdivision. 

(b) Except as provided in subsection(c), the following conditions apply to a schoolbus operating under a parents' 
supplemental transportationcontract that is usedfor a purpose described in subsection(a): 

(1) Students may not be accompanied bymore than four (4) adult sponsors or chaperones per schoolbus. 

(2) Transportationmust originatefroma point within the geographical limits of the schooldistrict servedby theaffected 
schoolbus driver. 
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(3) The group tobe transported shallbe residents of the affected schooldistrict. 
(4) Transportationmay not exceed one hundred(100) highway miles from point of origin. 

(c) Subsection(b) does not apply if transportationcanbe furnished bya common carrier of passengers thatoperates under the 
jurisdiction of the departmentof state revenue. If transportation is furnished bya common carrier of passengers thatoperates under 
the jurisdictionof the department of staterevenue, IC20-27-9-3(b) applies. 

(d) A schoolbus operatingunder a parents' supplemental transportationcontract may be usedfor the following purposes: 
(1) Travel to and froma garage or repair area for maintenance or repair. 

(2) Transportationrequestedby a governmentalauthority during a local, state, or nationalemergency. 
(3) Transportationof an agriculturalworker engaged in cultivating, producing, or harvestingcrops under IC20-27-9-10. 
(4) Travel to a schoolbus driver's residence or parkingfacility following an authorized usedescribed in this section. 

(5) Transportationof a senior citizen under IC20-27-9-2. 

IC 20-27-6-8Violation 

Sec. 8. A personwho knowingly, intentionally, or recklessly violates this chapter commits a Class Cmisdemeanor. 

Chapter 7. School Bus Inspection and Registration 

IC 20-27-7-1Annual inspection of buses 
Sec. 1. The statepolice departmentshallannually inspect all specialpurpose buses andschoolbuses, including those operated 

by a nonpublic school to transport students. Theinspection of a schoolbus must determine whether the schoolbus complies with 
the safety requirements prescribedfor schoolbus construction andequipment in the rules of thecommittee. 

IC 20-27-7-2Inspection time 
Sec. 2. The owner of a schoolbus or specialpurposebus shall present the schoolbus or specialpurposebus for the inspection 

required under section1of this chapter at thedate, time, and place designatedby thestatepolice department. 

IC 20-27-7-3Certificate of inspection 

Sec. 3. If the inspectionrequired under section1of this chapter reveals thata schoolbus meets all safety requirements, the 
inspecting officer shallattach to the bus a certificate of inspectionanddocument the certification in the state police department's 
schoolbus inspection data base. Except as provided in sections 5 through 7of this chapter, a certificate of inspection issuedunder 

this section is valid until September 30of the schoolyear following the schoolyear for which the certificateis issued. 

IC 20-27-7-4Certificate of inspection display 
Sec. 4. A schoolbus may not be used to transportpassengers unless a valid certificate of inspection issuedunder section3of 

this chapter is displayed as viewedfromthe outsideon thelower left corner of the windshield of the schoolbus. However, if the 

left corner positionobstructs the schoolbus driver's view, the inspection sticker may be positionedon the bottomof the windshield 
so as to minimize the obstruction to the schoolbus driver's view. 

IC 20-27-7-5Certificate of inspection upon transfer of ownership 
Sec. 5. A schoolbus that is soldor has theownership transferred to a newowner must be presentedfor an inspectionunder 

section 2of this chapter before the schoolbus may be used to transport passengers. If the schoolbus meets therequirements 
specified under section3of this chapter, the state police department shall issue a new certificateof inspection for the schoolbus. A 
certificate of inspection issuedunder this section is valid untilSeptember 30of the school year following the schoolyear for which 

the certificate is issued. 

IC 20-27-7-6Inspection of buses older than 12 years 

Sec. 6. In addition to the inspectionrequired under section1of this chapter, a schoolbus that was manufacturedat least twelve 
(12) years beforethe year for which a certificate of inspection is being sought must be presentedfor inspectionnot less than five (5) 

months nor more than seven (7) months after the inspectionrequiredunder section1of this chapter is completed. If the schoolbus 
meets the requirements specified in section 3of this chapter, the statepolice departmentshall issue a newcertificate of inspection 
for the schoolbus. A certificate of inspection issuedfor a schoolbus described in this section is valid for seven(7) months after the 

date the certificate is issued. 

IC 20-27-7-7Certificate of inspection after damage by accident 

Sec. 7. If a schoolbus has receiveddamagein an accident that has put the schoolbus outof servicebecauseof passenger 
safety concerns, the schoolbus must be presented for an inspection under section2of this chapter before theschoolbus may be 

used to transportpassengers. If the schoolbus meets the requirements specified in section 3of this chapter, the state police 
departmentshall issuea newcertificate of inspectionfor the schoolbus. A certificate of inspection issuedunder this section is valid 
untilSeptember 30of the schoolyear following the schoolyear for which the certificate is issued. 

IC 20-27-7-8Inspection requirements 
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Sec. 8. The inspection of a specialpurpose bus shallconsist of an inspection todetermine the existence and conditionof the 
vehicle's: 

(1) brakes; 
(2) lights (headlamps, tail lamps, brake lights, clearance lights, and turnsignals); 
(3) steeringand suspension; 

(4) exhaust systems; 
(5) generalbody condition; and 

(6) tires. 

IC 20-27-7-9Bus maintenance 

Sec. 9. A schoolbus or specialpurposebus mustbe maintained to meet theminimum standards set forthby the committee 
when transporting passengers. 

IC 20-27-7-10Temporary certificate of inspection due to material defect 
Sec. 10. If the inspectionof a specialpurpose bus or a schoolbus performed under this chapter reveals any materialdefect that 

renders theschoolbus unsafe and in noncompliance with anysafety requirements establishedby thecommittee or with the safety 
requirements of this chapter, the inspectingofficer shall issuea temporarycertificate of inspection for the specialpurposebus or 
schoolbus. The following apply toa temporary certificate of inspection issuedunder this section: 

(1) The certificate shallbe displayedas viewed fromthe outside in the lower left corner of the windshieldof the special 
purpose bus or schoolbus. However, if the left corner position obstructs thedriver's view, the temporary certificate of inspection 
may be positioned on the bottomof the windshield soas to minimize the obstruction to thedriver's view. 

(2) The certificate is valid for thirty (30) days . 

IC 20-27-7-11Temporary certificate of inspection; repair 
Sec. 11. Upon being issueda temporarycertificateof inspection under section 10of this chapter, theowner of a special 

purpose bus or schoolbus shallhavethe specialpurposebus or schoolbus repaired to meet theminimum standards under this 

chapter. After having the specialpurpose bus or schoolbus repaired to meet the minimumstandards under this chapter, the owner 
of the specialpurposebus or schoolbus shallpresent the specialpurpose bus or schoolbus for an inspectionunder section2of this 
chapter. 

IC 20-27-7-12Certificate of inspection after repair 

Sec. 12. If after being repairedunder section 11of this chapter a specialpurpose bus or schoolbus meets the minimum 
standards under this chapter, the state police department shall issuea certificate of inspectionunder section3of this chapter. 

IC 20-27-7-13Out-of-service order and certificate; issuance 
Sec. 13. If: 

(1) after being repaired under section 11of this chapter a special purposebus or schoolbus does not meet theminimum 

standards under this chapter;or 
(2) a specialpurpose bus or schoolbus does notcomply with the safety requirements for schoolbus constructionand 

equipment established by the rules of the committee and thenoncompliance is a serious safety criticalviolation, as determined by 
the committee; the statepolice departmentshall issue an out-of-serviceorder and certificate for the specialpurpose bus or school 
bus. The driver of the specialpurpose bus or schoolbus at thetime of the inspectionshall be notified of the out-of-service order 

and a copy shallbe made available on theInternetweb site of the state police department for the governing body of the school 
corporation that controls theoperation of the specialpurposebus or schoolbus. 

IC 20-27-7-14Displayof out-of-service certificate 
Sec. 14. An out-of-service certificate issuedunder section13of this chapter shallbe displayedas viewedfromthe outside in 

the lower left corner of the windshield of the specialpurposebus or schoolbus for which the certificateis issued. However, if the 
left corner positionobstructs the driver's view, the out-of-service certificatemay be positionedon the bottomof the windshieldso 
as to minimize the obstruction to the driver's view. The out-of-service certificatemay be removed only by the state police 

department following an inspection thatverifies that thespecialpurpose bus or schoolbus meets the minimumstandards under this 
chapter. 

IC 20-27-7-14.5 Prohibition of use of special purpose bus or school bus until defects are corrected 
Sec. 14.5. After: 

(1) an out-of-service order and anout-of-service certificate havebeen issued under section 13of this chapter;and 
(2) the out-of-servicecertificatehas beendisplayedor positioned as set forth in section14of this chapter; the affected 

specialpurpose bus or schoolbus may not beused to transport passengers untilall defects have been corrected. 

IC 20-27-7-15Out-of-service order; appeal 
Sec. 15. (a) An out-of-service order may be appealed to the committee not more thanfive (5) days after service of the order. 
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(b) Not more than ten (10) days after an appeal, the committee shall reviewthe order anddecidethe matter. 
(c) The committee may: (1) uphold; (2) modify; or (3) set aside; the order. 

(d) While an out-of-service order is appealed, the order remains in full force until set aside or modified by the committee. 

IC 20-27-7-16RepealedIC 20-27-7-17Registration fee 

Sec. 17. A schoolbus driver shallbe charged the same annual registrationfee for a schoolbus that is operatedunder: 
(1) a transportationcontractwith a schoolcorporation;or 

(2) a parents' supplemental transportationcontract. 

IC 20-27-7-18Registration fee exemption 

Sec. 18. (a) A schoolcorporation that owns a schoolbus or a 
Specialpurpose bus anduses theschoolbus or specialpurpose bus to transport students is exempt fromthe payment of the annual 
registrationfee for the schoolbus or specialpurpose bus. On application bya schoolcorporation, the commissioner of motor 

vehicles shall furnish registrationnumber plates for exempted vehicles without charge. Application for registrationof exempted 
vehicles shallbe: 

(1) made whenever a newly acquiredschoolbus or special purposebus requires a registrationnumber plate; 
(2) made whenever a registrationnumber plate is transferred fromone (1) schoolbus or specialpurposebus ownedby the 

schoolcorporation toanother schoolbus or specialpurposebus ownedby theschoolcorporation; 

(3) made in the name of the schoolcorporation that owns the schoolbus or specialpurpose bus to be registered; and 
(4) signedby theproper officialof the schoolcorporation. 

(b) An owner other thana schoolcorporation that owns a school bus or a specialpurpose bus and uses the schoolbus or special 

purpose bus to transport students is notexempt from annual registrationas requiredunder IC9-18-2-8.5 or payment of the annual 
registrationfee for schoolbuses. 

IC 20-27-7-19Violation 
Sec. 19. A person whoknowingly, intentionally, or recklessly violates this chapter commits a Class Cmisdemeanor. 

Chapter 8. School Bus Drivers 

IC 20-27-8-1School bus drivers and monitors; standards 

Sec. 1. (a) An individualmay not drive a schoolbus for the transportationof students or be employed as a schoolbus monitor 
unless the individualsatisfies thefollowing requirements: 

(1) Is of good moralcharacter. 
(2) Does not useintoxicating liquor duringschoolhours . 
(3) Does not useintoxicating liquor to excess at any time. 

(4) Is not addicted to anynarcotic drug. 
(5) Is at least: 

(A) twenty-one (21) years of age for driving a schoolbus; or 

(B) eighteen(18) years of age for employment as a school bus monitor. 
(6) In the case of a schoolbus driver, holds a valid public passenger chauffeur's license or commercialdriver's license 

issuedby thestateor any other state. 
(7) Possesses the following requiredphysicalcharacteristics: 

(A) Sufficient physicalability to be a schoolbus driver, as determinedby thecommittee. 

(B) The full normaluse of both hands, both arms, both feet, both legs, both eyes, andboth ears. 
(C) Freedomfrom any communicable disease that: 

(i) may be transmitted through airborne or droplet means; or 

(ii) requires isolationof the infectedperson under 410IAC 1-2.3. 
(D) Freedomfrom any mental, nervous, organic, or functionaldisease that might impair the person's ability to 

properly operatea schoolbus. 
(E) This clause does not apply to a schoolbus monitor. Visualacuity, with or withoutglasses, of at least 20/40 in each 
eye and a field of vision with one hundredfifty (150) degree minimum and with depth perceptionof at least eighty 

percent (80%). 
(b) This subsectionapplies to a schoolbus monitor. Notwithstanding subsection(a)(5)(B), a schoolcorporationor school bus 

driver may not employ an individualwho is less than twenty-one (21) years of age as a schoolbus monitor unless theschool 

corporation or schoolbus driver does not receive a sufficient number of qualified applicants for employmentas a schoolbus 
monitor who are at least twenty-one(21) years of age. A schoolcorporation or schoolbus driver shallmaintain a record of 

applicants, their ages, and their qualifications to showcompliance with this subsection. 

IC 20-27-8-2School bus driver driving summary 

Sec. 2. (a) Before a schoolcorporationenters into a: 
(1) contract with a schoolbus driver; or 
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(2) fleet contractunder IC20-27-5; the schoolcorporation shallobtain, at no fee fromthe bureauof motor vehicles, a copy 
of the schoolbus driver's driving summary for the last seven(7) years as maintained by the bureau of motor vehicles or the 

equivalentagency in another state. 
(b) To obtain a copyof the schoolbus driver's driving summary as required under subsection(a), the schoolcorporationshall 

provide the bureau of motor vehicles with the following information: 

(1) The schoolbus driver's name. 
(2) The schoolbus driver's SocialSecurity number. 

(3) Any other informationrequiredby the bureauof motor vehicles. 

IC 20-27-8-3Consumption or possession of controlledsubstance; offense 

Sec. 3. (a) As used in this section, "controlledsubstance" has the meaning set forth in IC 35-48-1. 
(b) An individualwho is a schoolbus driver andwho knowingly and intentionally: 

(1) consumes a controlled substanceor an intoxicating liquor within six(6) hours before: 

(A) going on duty; or 
(B) operatinga schoolbus; or 

(2) consumes or possesses a controlled substance or an intoxicating liquor while on dutyor while operating a school bus; 
commits a Class A misdemeanor. 

(c) It is a defensein a prosecutionunder this section if a controlled substanceis consumed or possessed in accordance with a 

medical prescription issuedby anIndiana physician to theindividualwho consumes or possesses thecontrolled substance. 

IC 20-27-8-4School bus driver; physical examination certificate 

Sec. 4. An individualwho is or intends to become a schoolbus driver must obtaina physicalexamination certificate stating 
that the individualpossesses the physicalcharacteristics required bysection 1(a)(7) of this chapter. The certificate shallbe made by 

an individualwho is registered in the FederalMotor Carrier Safety Administration's NationalRegistry of Certified Medical 
Examiners after the certified medicalexaminer has conducteda physical examination of the schoolbus driver or prospective school 
bus driver. The schoolcorporation shalldetermine howthe certified medical examiner who is to conduct the physicalexamination 

is chosenand who must pay for the physicalexamination. 

IC 20-27-8-5School bus driver; public passenger chauffeur license; physical examination timing 

Sec. 5. (a) When an individualholds a contract to serve or is servingas a schoolbus driver at the time the individualobtains a 
public passenger chauffeur's license, theindividualshallundergo thephysicalexamination required bysection4of this chapter at 

about thesame time as the individualacquires thechauffeur's license. The certificate of examination and qualificationshallbe filed 
not more than seven(7) days after theexamination. 

(b) When an individualexecutes a contract todrive a schoolbus or begins servingas a schoolbus driver after obtaininga 

public passenger chauffeur's license, theindividualmay not drive a school bus unless: 
(1) the individual files a certificate of a physicalexamination made at the time the individual last secureda public 
passenger chauffeur's license; or 

(2) if a certificate was not made at the time of the prior examination or is unobtainable, theindividualundergoes a new 
physicalexamination and files a certificate fromthat examination. 

IC 20-27-8-6School bus driver; additional physical examination 
Sec. 6. A governing bodymay, at any time, require a schoolbus driver operatinga schoolbus for the schoolcorporation to 

submit to a physicalexamination by an Indiana physician selectedby the corporation. Theschoolcorporationshallpay thecostof 
an examination under this section. 

IC 20-27-8-7Transportation or fleet contract; compensation 
Sec. 7. When a schoolbus driver operates under a transportation or fleet contract, the compensation for the schoolbus driver or 

fleet contractor is determined andfixed by the contracton a per diembasis for the number of days on which: 
(1) the calendar of the schoolcorporationprovides that students are to attendschool; 
(2) the driver is required by theschoolcorporation to operate the bus on schoolrelated activities; and 

(3) inservice training is requiredby statute or authorized by the schoolcorporation, including thesafetymeeting 
workshops requiredunder section9of this chapter. 

IC 20-27-8-8School bus driver employment contract; compensation 
Sec. 8. The compensationof a schoolbus driver who is employed bya schoolcorporation ona schoolyear basis under an 

employment contract shallbe fixed in the employment contract. 

IC 20-27-8-9Annual safetymeeting; attendance required 

Sec. 9. A schoolbus driver, including a schoolbus driver who drives a bus for a nonpublic school, shallattend an annualsafety 
meeting or workshop. A safety meetingor workshopmay not exceed two(2) days in any one(1) calendar year. 
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IC 20-27-8-10Preservice school bus driver safetyexperience and education requirements 
Sec. 10. (a) An individualwho does not have at least thirty (30) days experiencein driving a schoolbus during the three (3) 

year period immediately preceding the effective date of the individual's assignmentas a schoolbus driver for a public or nonpublic 
school that is accredited by the state boardwithin Indiana shall satisfactorily completea preserviceschoolbus driver safety 
education training course. The course may not exceedforty (40) hours . 

(b) Course attendance mustbe completed: 
(1) before the assignment of an individual required to take the courseas a schoolbus driver;or 

(2) if immediate assignment is necessary, upon the completion of the next scheduled coursefollowing theassignment. 
(c) The state superintendentshallprovideinstructors, adequate meetingfacilities, registration forms, a uniformcourse of 

instruction, and allother necessary materials for the preservice schoolbus driver safety educationmeetings. 

IC 20-27-8-10.5 Special purpose bus driver safetyplan 
Sec. 10.5. (a) Not later than September 1, 2009, the department shall: 

(1) develop; 
(2) provide to thegeneralassembly and thepublic; and 

(3) implement; a plan to promote safe drivingpractices for drivers of specialpurpose buses. 
(b) The plan developedunder subsection(a) must provide clear, concise informationconcerning statutes andrules that affect 

specialpurpose buses and specialpurpose bus drivers. 

(c) The department shallupdate theplan developed under subsection(a) as necessary. 
(d) The department shalldistribute the plan developedunder subsection (a) in the most cost effectivemanner, as determinedby 

the department. 

IC 20-27-8-11Annual safetymeeting; time and place 

Sec. 11. The committee shall fix the date, time, and place for the annualsafetymeetings or workshops. 

IC 20-27-8-12Conduct of annual safetymeeting 

Sec. 12. The committee and the superintendent of the state police department shallprovide instructors, adequatemeeting 
facilities, and all other necessary facilities for the annualschoolbus driver safety meetings or workshops. The committee and the 
state police superintendentshallalso prepare andfurnish a uniformcourse of instruction to beused in the meetings or workshops. 

IC 20-27-8-13Annual safetymeeting; registration 

Sec. 13. (a) The committee shallprovide a uniformsystemfor the registration of schoolbus drivers who are required to attend 
the annualsafety meetings or workshops. This registrationsystemmust do the following: 

(1) Accurately reflect the attendance of eachschoolbus driver at each session of the annualmeeting or workshop. 

(2) Provide a registrationformindicating theschoolbus driver's name andlegaladdress, and the name of the school the 
schoolbus driver represents. 

(b) The statesuperintendent shall supervise registrationof school bus drivers at theannualsafety meetings or workshops. 

IC 20-27-8-14Annual safetymeeting; nonattendance 

Sec. 14. If a schoolbus driver for a schoolcorporationfails or refuses to attenda schoolbus driver meeting or workshop, the 
governing bodyof the school corporationshalldeduct one (1) day's compensationfor each dayof absence. 

IC 20-27-8-15School bus driver training certification 
Sec. 15. (a) The driver of a schoolbus for a public or nonpublic 

School that is accredited by the state boardshallhave in the schoolbus driver's possession, while transportingpassengers, a 

certificate that states theschoolbus driver has: 
(1) enrolled in or completed a course in schoolbus driver safety education as required under sections 9and 10of this 

chapter;or 
(2) operated a schoolbus at least thirty (30) days during the three(3) year period preceding the effectivedateof the school 
bus driver's employment. 

(b) A certificate of enrollment in or completion of the courseor courses in schoolbus driver safetyeducationshallbe 
prescribedby thecommittee andcompletedby thedesignatedrepresentativeof the committee. 

(c) A driver of a schoolbus whofails to complete the schoolbus driver safetyeducationcourse or courses, as required, shallbe 

reported by the personwho conducted the course to the committee and to the schoolcorporation where the schoolbus driver is 
employed or under contract. 

(d) A driver of a schoolbus who fails to completethe schoolbus driver safetyeducation courseor courses, as required, may 
not drive a schoolbus within Indiana while transportinga student. 

IC 20-27-8-16Violation 
Sec. 16. Except as provided in section3(b) of this chapter, a personwho knowingly, intentionally, or recklessly violates this 

chapter commits a Class Cmisdemeanor. 
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Chapter 9. Use of School Buses 

IC 20-27-9-1Generally 
Sec. 1. (a) This section does not apply to the use of schoolbuses ownedand operated by: 

(1) a nonpublic school; or 
(2) a nonprofit agency with primary responsibility for the habilitationor rehabilitationof individuals with a developmental 
or physicaldisability. 

(b) Except as provided under sections 2 through15of this chapter, a personmay not operate or permit the operationof a 
schoolbus on a highway in Indianafor a private purpose or a purpose other than transportationof eligible students to andfrom 
school. 

IC 20-27-9-2Persons 65 years of age or older 

Sec. 2. The governingbodyof a schoolcorporationmay allow, by written authorization, theuseof a schoolbus for the 
transportation of adults at leastsixty-five (65) years of age. 

IC 20-27-9-3School andother activities 
Sec. 3. (a) The governingbodyof a schoolcorporationmay allow, by written authorization, theuseof a schoolbus for 

transportation of eligible students andnecessary adult chaperones or of adults to and froman activity that is sponsored, controlled, 

supervised, or participated in by the governingbody. The number andqualifications of adult chaperones under this section may be 
determined by thegoverningbody. 

(b) The governingbodymay allow, by written authorization, the useof a schoolbus for transportationof students and 
necessary adult chaperones to andfroman educationalor recreationalactivity approvedor sponsored bya politicalsubdivision if: 

(1) the transportation originates froma place within the geographical limits of the schoolcorporation served by the 

affected bus; 
(2) the persons transported are Indiana residents; and 
(3) the trip does not involvemore than two hundred (200) miles of travelout of state. 

IC 20-27-9-4Transportation; chaperones 

Sec. 4. (a) The governingbodyof a schoolcorporationmay, by written authorization, allowthe useof a schoolbus for 
transportation: 

(1) of preschoolchildren who attendpreschooloffered by theschoolcorporation or under a contract entered intoby the 

schoolcorporation toand fromthe preschoolfacility site; and 
(2) subject to thegeographic andresidencyrequirements set forth in section 3(b) of this chapter, of preschoolchildren and 
necessary adult chaperones to andfroman educationalor recreationalactivity approvedor sponsored by the governing 

body for the preschoolchildren. 
(b) The number and qualifications of adult chaperones under Subsection(a)(2) may be determined by the governing body. 

IC 20-27-9-5Use of special purpose bus 
Sec. 5. (a) A specialpurposebus may be used: 

(1) by a schoolcorporation toprovide regular transportation of a studentbetweenone (1) schooland another schoolbut 
not between thestudent's residence and theschool; 
(2) to transport students and their supervisors, including coaches, managers, andsponsors to athletic or other 

extracurricular schoolactivities and field trips; 
(3) by a schoolcorporation toprovide transportationbetweenan individual's residence and the schoolfor an individual 

enrolled in a specialprogramfor the habilitationor rehabilitationof persons with a developmentalor physicaldisability; 
and 
(4) to transport homeless students under IC 20-27-12. 

(b) The mileage limitation of section 3of this chapter does not apply to specialpurpose buses. 
(c) The operator of a specialpurpose bus must be at least twenty-one(21) years of age, be authorized by the school 

corporation, andmeet the following requirements: 

(1) If the specialpurpose bus has a capacity of less than sixteen (16) passengers, the operator musthold a valid: 
(A) operator's; 

(B) chauffeur's; 
(C) public passenger chauffeur's;or 
(D) commercial driver's; license. 

(2) If the specialpurpose bus has a capacity of more than fifteen (15) passengers, theoperator mustmeet the requirements 
for a schoolbus driver set out in IC20-27-8. 

(d) A specialpurposebus is not required to be constructed, equipped, or paintedas specified for schoolbuses under this article 

or by the rules of the committee. 
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(e) An owner or operator of a specialpurpose bus, other thana specialpurpose bus ownedor operated bya schoolcorporation 
or a nonpublic school, is subject to IC8-2.1. 

IC 20-27-9-6Groups and organizations 
Sec. 6. (a) In addition to the exemptions granted in this chapter andnotwithstanding section16of this chapter, a school 

corporation may allowa schoolbus operatedunder a fleet or transportation contractand not owned in whole or in part by a public 
agency tobe usedfor the transportationof a groupor an organization for any distance, if that group or organization agrees to 

maintain the condition of the schoolbus and to maintain order on theschoolbus while in use. 
(b) When authorizing transportationdescribed in subsection(a), the schoolcorporationshall require the owner of the school 

bus to: 

(1) obtain written authorization of the superintendentof the contracting schoolcorporation; 
(2) clearly identify the schoolbus with the name of the sponsoringgroup;and 
(3) provide proof to thesuperintendentand the sponsoring groupof financial responsibility, as required by IC9-25 for the 

transportation. 
(c) The governingbodyof a schoolcorporationmay allow, by written authorization, the useof a schoolbus ownedin whole or 

in part by the schoolcorporationfor the transportation needs of a fair or festivaloperatedby or affiliated with a nonprofit 
organization exempt fromfederal taxation under Section501(c)(3) through 501(c)(7) of the InternalRevenue Code. 

IC 20-27-9-7Developmental disability 
Sec. 7. (a) As used in this section, "developmentaldisability" has themeaningset forth in IC12-7-2-61. 
(b) A specialeducationcooperative operatingunder IC36-1-7, IC 20-35-5, or IC 20-26-10 or a schoolcorporationmay enter 

into an agreement with a state supportedagency serving persons with a developmentaldisability in which a schoolbus or special 
purpose bus usedby thespecialeducation cooperativeor schoolcorporationmay be used to transportpersons with a developmental 

disability who: 
(1) are at least two (2) years of age; and 
(2) live within the boundaries of the specialeducation cooperative or schoolcorporation; to andfromprograms for persons 

with a developmentaldisability. 
(c) An increased cost of transportationfor persons with a developmentaldisability shallbe borne by the persons transportedor 

the statesupported agencyservingpersons with a developmental disability. However, a personwith a developmentaldisability may 

not be required to pay for transportationprovided under this section if the required payment is contrary to law. 

IC 20-27-9-8Employee meetings 
Sec. 8. The governingbodyof a schoolcorporationmay usea schoolbus to transport schoolemployees to andfroma meeting 

that is authorized or required for the employees either locally or by the state. This includes a meeting conductedby theschool 

corporation. 

IC 20-27-9-9Public emergency 

Sec. 9. The governingbodyof a schoolcorporationmay allowthe use of a schoolbus duringa local, state, or national 
emergency when requestedby anygovernmentalauthority. 

IC 20-27-9-10Agricultural workers 
Sec. 10. (a) The governingbody of a schoolcorporationmay allowthe use of a schoolbus for the transportationof agricultural 

workers engaged in cultivating, producing, or harvestingcrops. 
(b) A schoolbus usedunder this sectionmay transport only the schoolbus driver, a supervisor or foreman, students, and 

enrolled college or universitystudents. 

(c) When a schoolbus is used to transport agriculturalworkers, a sign shallbe displayedon thefront andon the rear of the 
schoolbus. The signmustcarry the words "AgriculturalWorkers" in letters at least four (4) inches in height. Thesesigns may be 

removed or coveredwhenever the schoolbus is not beingused to transport agriculturalworkers. 
(d) Notwithstandinganyother provisionof this article or IC 9, if a schoolbus: 

(1) is: 

(A) registered as a schoolbus; and 
(B) in compliance with all safety andequipmentrelated requirements for a schoolbus; in a state other thanIndiana; 

(2) while in Indiana is used solely to transport agricultural workers employed to detasselcorn; and 

(3) is operated in accordancewith subsection (e); the out-of-stateschoolbus may be operatedfor not more than sixty (60) 
days in a calendar year in Indiana withoutmeeting theinspection andsafety requirements of this article. 

(e) Before operatinga schoolbus described in subsection(d), an individualmust: 
(1) be licensed to operatea schoolbus in: 

(A) the state in which the schoolbus is registered;or 

(B) Indiana; and 
(2) annually give writtennotice to the committee at least ten (10) days beforethe schoolbus is operated in Indiana of the: 
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(A) jurisdiction in which the schoolbus has beenregistered and inspectedfor safety andequipment related 
requirements; 

(B) approximate dates that the schoolbus willbe operated in Indiana;and 
(C) license plate number of the schoolbus. 

IC 20-27-9-11Daycare center and nonprofit agency; use of school bus 
Sec. 11. (a) As used in this section, "daycare center" means an institution operated primarily for the purpose of providing: 

(1) care; 
(2) maintenance;or 
(3) supervisionand instruction; to children whoare less thansix(6) years of age andare separated fromtheir parent for 

more than four (4) hours but less than twenty-four (24) hours a dayfor at least ten (10) consecutive workdays. 
(b) A: 

(1) day care center; or 

(2) nonprofit agency with primary responsibility for the habilitationor rehabilitation of persons with a developmentalor 
physicaldisability; may own, operate, lease, or contract for a schoolbus that meets the color, equipment, and other 

requirements of the committee. 
(c) The schoolbus mustbe usedonly for the purposeof transporting: 

(1) persons in the care of the daycare center or agency;and 

(2) supervisors of those persons; toand fromeducational, social, recreational, or occupational functions. 
(d) If an entity described in subsection(b) acquires: 

(1) a schoolbus; or 

(2) the use of a schoolbus; authorized under subsection(b), each driver of the school bus authorized by the entity must 
comply with the requirements imposed uponpersons transportingstudents under IC20-27-8 in order to be certified by the 

departmentas a schoolbus driver. 

IC 20-27-9-12Childcare center; transportation 

Sec. 12. (a) As used in this section, "child care center" means a nonresidentialbuildingwhere at least one(1) child receives 
child care from a provider licensed under IC12-17.2-4: 

(1) while unattended bya parent; 

(2) for regular compensation; and (3) for more than four (4) hours but less than twenty-four (24) hours in each of ten (10) 
consecutive days per year, excluding interveningSaturdays, Sundays, and holidays. 

(b) This subsectiondoes not apply to a personwith a developmentalor physicaldisability who is provided transportation bya 
schoolcorporation bymeans of a specialpurpose bus as provided in section5(a)(3) of this chapter. An individualor entity who 
transports children in the care of a: 

(1) preschooloperated bya schoolcorporation; 
(2) public elementary school; or 
(3) public secondary school; on a public highway(as defined in IC 9-25-2-4) within or outside Indianashall transport the 

children only in a schoolbus. However, a specialpurpose bus may be used for transportationof the children to activities 
other thanregular transportation between the residences of the children and theschool. 

(c) An individualor entity that transports children in the care of a child care center ona public highway (as defined in IC9-25-
2-4) within or outside Indianain a vehicle designed and constructed for the accommodation of more than ten(10) passengers shall 
transport the childrenonly in a schoolbus or specialpurposebus. 

(d) The operator of a: 
(1) schoolbus that transports childrenas required under subsection(b) or (c) must meet the requirements of IC20-27-8; 
and 

(2) specialpurposebus that transports childrenas required under subsection(b) or (c) must meet the requirements of 
section 5(c) of this chapter. 

(e) This sectiondoes not prohibit the use of a public transportation systemfor the transportation of children if the motor 
carriage used is designed to carry at least twenty(20) passengers. 

(f) This sectiondoes not prohibit a: 

(1) preschooloperated bya schoolcorporation; 
(2) public elementary school; 
(3) public secondary school; or 

(4) child care center; fromcontracting with a common carrier for incidentalcharter bus servicefor nonregular 
transportation if the carrier and the carrier's motor coachcomply with theFederalMotor Carrier Safety Regulations as 

prescribedby theUnitedStates Departmentof Transportation FederalHighwayAdministration. 
(g) Notwithstandingsection 17of this chapter, a personwho violates this section commits a Class Binfraction. 

IC 20-27-9-12.5 Use of vehicle other than school bus under contract before July1, 2001 
Sec. 12.5. If a persondescribed in IC20-9.1-5-6.6 (as added by P.L.278-2001, before its repeal, nowcodified at section 12of 

this chapter) has contractedfor the use of a vehicle other thana schoolbus (as defined in IC 20-9.1-1-5, before its repeal, now 
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codified at IC 20-27-2-8) or a specialpurpose bus (as defined in IC20-9.1-1-4.5, as amended byP.L.278-2001, before its repeal, 
nowcodified at IC 20-27-2-10) before July 1, 2001, the person may continueto use thevehicle to transport childrenuntil the 

contractexpires. 

IC 20-27-9-13Travel for repair and maintenance 

Sec. 13. The governingbody of a schoolcorporationmay allow its schoolbuses to travel to and froma garage or repair area 
for maintenance or repair. 

IC 20-27-9-14Proof of financial responsibility 
Sec. 14. The governingbody of a schoolcorporation that authorizes the operationof a schoolbus under sections 1 through13 

of this chapter shall file proof of financial responsibility as required by IC9-25. 

IC 20-27-9-15Responsibility for funds from transportation 

Sec. 15. The governingbody of a schoolcorporationshallhave sole controlof and shallaccount for all funds received for the 
transportation of students and the transportationof other groups authorized bysections 1 through14of this chapter. 

IC 20-27-9-16Bus not usedto transport students; modification required 
Sec. 16. (a) Except as provided in subsection (b), whenever a schoolbus is purchasedfor and is being used for any purpose 

except to transport students, the purchaser shall: 
(1) remove the flasher lights; 
(2) remove the stop arm; and 

(3) paint the bus anycolor except the nationalstandard school bus chrome yellow. 
(b) Whenever a schoolbus is purchasedfor use, and is being used, as a churchbus (as defined in IC9-29-5-9(a)), the 

purchaser: 
(1) may retain the flasher lights if the purchaser renders the flasher lights inoperable; 
(2) may retain the stoparmif the purchaser renders the stoparminoperable; and 

(3) shallpaint the bus any color except the nationalstandard schoolbus chrome yellow. 

IC 20-27-9-17Violation 

Sec. 17. Except as provided in this article, a person who knowingly, intentionally, or recklessly violates this chapter commits a 
Class C misdemeanor. 

Chapter 10. School Bus Safety 

IC 20-27-10-1Loading conveniences 

Sec. 1. To promote safety in schoolbus operations, school corporations shallcooperate with the civildivisions of localand 
state government to provide necessary loadingand unloading conveniences as an accessory to public streets and highways. The 
cost of providing theseconveniences shallbe paid by the civil divisions of government. 

IC 20-27-10-2Disciplineon school bus 

Sec. 2. When students are being transported ona schoolbus, the students are under the supervision, direction, and controlof 
the schoolbus driver and are subject to disciplinary measures by the schoolbus driver and the governingbodyof the school 
corporation. 

IC 20-27-10-3Capacityof school bus 
Sec. 3. A governing bodymay not require a schoolbus driver to transportstudents for whoma regular seat is not available in 

the schoolbus. 

IC 20-27-10-4Violation 
Sec. 4. A personwho knowingly, intentionally, or recklessly violates this chapter commits a Class Cmisdemeanor. 

Chapter 11. Transportation Costs 

IC 20-27-11-1Transportation of rural charter and nonpublic school students 
Sec. 1. (a) If a studentwho attends: 

(1) a nonpublic school located in a schoolcorporation; or 
(2) a charter school located in a ruralschoolcorporation; resides on or along the highway constituting theregular route of 

a public schoolbus, the governing body of the schoolcorporationshall providetransportation for the nonpublic or charter 
schoolstudent on the schoolbus. 
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(b) The transportation providedunder this section mustbe fromthe home of the nonpublic or charter schoolstudentor 
from a point on the regular routenearest or most easily accessible to the home of the nonpublic or charter schoolstudent to and 

from the nonpublic or charter schoolor to and fromthe point on theregular route that is nearestor most easily accessible to the 
nonpublic or charter school fromwhich the student canwalk to and fromthe nonpublic or charter school. 

IC 20-27-11-2Transportation cost; student living on state owned property 
Sec. 2. (a) Except as provided in subsection(b), a studentwho resides onstateowned propertyandattends a public school 

away from the student's residence shallbe furnished transportation in a public schoolbus to and fromthe student's residenceand 
the public school the studentattends. Expenses for the transportation shallbe paid out of the state general fund, without further 
appropriation, on allowance by the state superintendent. 

(b) This section does not apply tostudents whoresideon property owned byIndiana University, Purdue University, BallState 
University, or Indiana StateUniversity. 

IC 20-27-11-3Transportation cost; high school student 
Sec. 3. (a) If a schoolcorporationdoes not maintainor operate a high schooland a high schoolstudent whoresides in the 

schoolcorporation is transferred to attend a high school in a contiguous schoolcorporation, the governing bodies of the school 
corporations may enter into an agreement for the transportation of the student. 

(b) The agreementunder subsection(a) must specify that the transportationshallbe provided by the receivingschool 

corporation and that thecosts of transportationshallbe paid by the transferring schoolcorporation out of the schoolcorporation's 
specialschool funds. The costs of transportationshallbe calculated fromthe per capita cost for each student transportedandshall 
be mutually agreed uponby bothgoverning bodies. Payment of transportation charges shallbe made at the same time and in the 

same manner as payments of transfer tuition are made for transferredstudents. 

IC 20-27-11-4Transportation cost; contracts 
Sec. 4. The governingbodyof a schoolcorporation that transfers a student to another schoolcorporationmay contract with the 

receiving corporationfor the provision of transportationcosts for the transferredstudent. 

Chapter 12. Transportation of Homeless Students 

IC 20-27-12-0.5 "Homeless student" 

Sec. 0.5. (a) As used in this chapter, "homeless student" includes a student who is awaitingplacement in foster care. 
(b) The termdoes not includea studentwho is in foster care. 

IC 20-27-12-1"Original school corporation" 
Sec. 1. As used in this chapter, "originalschoolcorporation" refers to a schoolcorporation in which a homeless student's 

schoolof origin is located. 

IC 20-27-12-2"School of origin" 

Sec. 2. As used in this chapter, "schoolof origin" means the school: 
(1) that a homeless studentattended when thestudent last had a permanent residence;or 

(2) in which the homeless studentwas last enrolled. 

IC 20-27-12-3"Transitional school corporation" 

Sec. 3. As used in this chapter, "transitionalschoolcorporation" refers toa schoolcorporation in which a homeless student 
temporarily stays. 

IC 20-27-12-4Transportation of homeless student toschool of origin; agreement between school corporations; shared 
responsibility 

Sec. 4. (a) If a homeless student temporarily stays in the homeless student's originalschoolcorporationbutoutsidethe 
attendance areafor the schoolof origin, the originalschoolcorporationshallprovide transportationfor the homeless student from 
the place where the homeless student is temporarily staying to theschoolof origin. 

(b) If: 
(1) a homeless student's schoolof origin is located in a school corporation in which the homeless studentdoes not 
temporarily stay;and 

(2) the homeless student does notelect to attenda school located in the schoolcorporation in which the homeless student 
is temporarily staying; the originalschoolcorporation and the transitionalschoolcorporation shallenter into an agreement 

concerning the responsibility for and apportionmentof the costs of transporting the homeless student to the schoolof 
origin. 

(c) If the originalschoolcorporationand the transitionalschool corporation are unable to reach an agreement under subsection 

(b), the responsibility for transporting the homeless student to the school of origin is shared equally betweenboth school 
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corporations, and thecost of transporting the homeless student to the schoolof origin is apportioned equally betweenboth school 
corporations. 

IC 20-27-12-5Vehicles usedto transport homeless students 
Sec. 5. (a) A schoolcorporationmay use thefollowing types of vehicles in transporting a homeless student to a schoolof 

origin: 
(1) If at least four (4) homeless students are being transported to schools in the same schoolcorporation, a specialpurpose 

bus must be used to transport the students. 
(2) If three (3) or fewer students are being transported to schools in the same schoolcorporation, an appropriate vehicle 
owned by theschoolcorporationmay be used to transport thestudents. 

(b) The driver of a vehicle used to transport homeless students to a schoolof origin under subsection(a) must meet the 
qualifications set forth in IC20-27-9-5(c). 

Chapter 13. Termination of Transportation; Waiver 

IC 20-27-13-1"Eligible student" 

Sec. 1. As used in this chapter, "eligible student" means an individualwho in any part of a schoolyear: 
(1) is enrolled in a schoolcorporation; 
(2) has legalsettlement in the school corporation; 

(3) attendedschool in the schoolcorporation's taxing district; and 
(4) is not required by federalor state lawto receive transportation services to andfromschool. 

IC 20-27-13-2Applicability 
Sec. 2. This chapter applies toa school corporation thatcarried out a generalprogramin at least one (1) schoolyear beginning 

after June 30, 2010, to provide transportation to and fromschoolfor eligible students. 

IC 20-27-13-3Programtoprovide transportation required under certain circumstances 

Sec. 3. Except as provided in section7of this chapter, a school corporationdescribed in section 2of this chapter shallcarry out 
a programto providetransportation to and fromschoolfor all eligible students in any part of a schoolyear beginningafter June30, 
2012, unless the governing bodyof the schoolcorporation: 

(1) approves theterminationof the transportation program; and 
(2) provides public notice of the date after which the transportationwill no longer be providedunder the transportation 

program; at least three(3) years beforethe date after which the transportation will no longer be providedunder the 
transportation program. 

IC 20-27-13-4Minimumdistance 
Sec. 4. Transportation provided in a transportationprogramrequiredunder section 3of this chapter may be limited by the 

schoolcorporation's governingbody tochildrenresidinga minimum distancefroma school if the governingbodyincludes facts in 

the resolution setting theminimum distancethat demonstratethateachchild residing less than the minimumdistancefromthe 
schoolcan safely walk to and fromthe schoolunattendedby an adult during the regular hours that the child would ordinarily be 

coming to or from the school. 

IC 20-27-13-5Transportation to and from school 

Sec. 5. Transportation providedunder a transportationprogramrequiredunder section3of this chapter may be limited by the 
schoolcorporation's governingbody toproviding transportation to school immediately before thebeginningof an instructionalday 
(as described in IC20-30-2-2) and from school immediately after the end of an instructionalday (as described in IC20-30-2-2) 

without additionalaccommodations for participation in extracurricular activities. 

IC 20-27-13-6Transportation in accordance with applicable law 
Sec. 6. Transportation providedunder a transportationprogramrequiredunder section3of this chapter must be otherwisein 

accordancewith applicable law. 

IC 20-27-13-7Petition for waiver 
Sec. 7. (a) A schoolcorporationmay petition the department in writing to waive the requirement imposedby section 3of this 

chapter. 
(b) A petition under subsection (a) must: 

(1) demonstrate that thewaiver request was approved by the governing body for the schoolcorporation; 
(2) describethe transportationservices that willbe provided to students whoare requiredby federalor statelawto receive 
transportation services to andfromschool; 

(3) present a written plan that provides for the safe movement of eligible students to andfromschool; and 
(4) include any other information required by the department. 
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IC 20-27-13-8Public hearing on waiver petition 

Sec. 8. If a petition complies with section7of this chapter, the departmentshallconduct a public hearingon thepetition in the 
district served by the schoolcorporationafter givingnotice of the public hearing under IC5-3-1. 

IC 20-27-13-9Granting of waiver 
Sec. 9. If, based on the informationcontained in the petitionand provided in the public hearingor otherwise made available to 

the department, thedepartment determines that the planpresented by the schoolcorporation, with or without revisions requiredby 
the department: 

(1) will protect thesafetyof eligible students enrolled in the schoolcorporation; and 

(2) is otherwise in accordance with applicable law; the departmentmay waive the requirements imposedby section3of 
this chapter. 

IC 20-27-13-10 Terms and conditions imposed on waiver; failure to comply 
Sec. 10. The department may conditiona waiver under section 9 of this chapter on the terms andconditions specified by the 

department. If a schoolcorporationfails to comply with a termor conditionof a waiver or the department discovers facts that 
indicate that the schoolcorporation's plan: 

(1) is not protecting thesafetyof eligible students enrolled in the schoolcorporation; or 

(2) is not otherwise in accordance with applicable law; the departmentmay issue an order under IC4-21.5-3 or an 
emergency or temporary order under IC4-21.5-4 specifying the actions that must be takenby the schoolcorporation to 
correct the deficiency. The order may suspend or terminatethe waiver granted under section 9of this chapter beginning on 

the date specified by the department. 
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Title 20, Article 50 
Foster Care Children 

Chapter 3. Transportation of Students in Foster Care 

IC 20-50-3-1Application 

Sec. 1. This chapter applies after June 30, 2009. 

IC 20-50-3-2 "Original school corporation" 

Sec. 2. As used in this chapter, "original schoolcorporation" means the schoolcorporation in which the schoolof origin of a 
student in foster care is located. 

IC 20-50-3-3 "School of origin" 
Sec. 3. As used in this chapter, "schoolof origin" means the school: 

(1) that a student in foster care attendedwhen the student last had a permanentresidence;or 
(2) in which a student in foster care was last enrolled. 

IC 20-50-3-4 "Transitional school corporation" 
Sec. 4. As used in this chapter, "transitionalschoolcorporation" means theschoolcorporation in which a student in foster care 

temporarily stays. 

IC 20-50-3-5Transportation of students in foster care 

Sec. 5. (a) If a student in foster care temporarily stays in the student's originalschoolcorporationbutoutside the attendance 
area of the student's schoolof origin, the originalschoolcorporation shallprovide transportationfor the student fromthe p lace 
where the student is temporarily staying to the schoolof origin and fromthe schoolof origin to the place where the student is 

temporarily staying. 
(b) If: 

(1) the schoolof origin of a student in foster care is located in a schoolcorporationother than the schoolcorporation in 
which the student is temporarily staying; 
(2) the schoolof origin is located in a schoolcorporation that adjoins the schoolcorporation in which the student is 

temporarily staying;and 
(3) the studentdoes notelect to attend a school located in the schoolcorporation in which the student in foster care is 
temporarily staying; 

the originalschool corporationand thetransitionalschoolcorporationshallenter into an agreement concerning the responsibility 
for and apportionment of the costs of transporting thestudent to and fromthe schoolof origin. 

(c) If the originalschoolcorporationand the transitionalschoolcorporation described in subsection (b) are unable to reachan 
agreement under subsection (b), the responsibility for transporting the student in foster care to andfromthe schoolof orig in is 
shared equally betweenboth schoolcorporations, and the costof transporting the student to and fromthe schoolof origin is 

apportioned equally between both schoolcorporations. 

Title 9, Article 21 
Traffic Regulation 

Chapter 5. Speed Limits (selected) 

IC 9-21-5-14Maximum speed of school buses and special purpose buses; violation 
Sec. 14. (a) A person may notoperatea schoolbus or a specialpurpose bus at a speed greater than: 

(1) sixty (60) miles per hour on a federalor state highway; or 
(2) forty (40) miles per hour on a county or township highway. 

(b) If the postedspeed limit is lower than the absolute limits set in this section or if the absolute limits do not apply, t he 

maximum lawful speedof a bus is the posted speed limit. 
(c) A person whoknowingly or intentionally exceeds a speed limit set forth in subsection (a) or (b) commits a Class C 

misdemeanor. 

Chapter 12. School Buses; Fire and Emergency Vehicles (selected) 

IC 9-21-12-1Armsignal device; duty to obey; presumption 
Sec. 1. (a) A personwho drives a vehicle that: 
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(1) meets or overtakes fromany direction a schoolbus stopped ona roadwayand is not stopped before reaching theschool 
bus when the armsignaldevicespecified in IC9-21-12-13 is in the device's extendedposition;or 

(2) proceeds before the armsignaldevice is no longer extended; 
commits a Class A infraction. 

(b) This section is applicable only if the schoolbus is in substantialcompliance with the markings requiredby the state school 

bus committee. 
(c) There is a rebuttable presumption that theowner of the vehicle involved in the violation of this section committed the 

violation. This presumption does not apply to the owner of a vehicle involved in the violationof this section if the owner routinely 
engages in the business of renting the vehicle for periods of thirty (30) days or less. 

IC 9-21-12-2Repealed 

IC 9-21-12-3Divided highways; vehicles approaching school bus; duty to use caution 

Sec. 3. On a highway divided into two (2) or more roadways by: 
(1) leaving an intervening spacethat is unimprovedand not intended for vehicular travel; 

(2) a physicalbarrier; or 
(3) a dividing section constructed to impede vehicular traffic; 
and 

if the schoolbus is on the oppositeside of the traffic barrier, the person whodrives an approaching vehicle need not stop andmay 
proceed with duecautionfor the safetyof children boardingor leaving theschoolbus. 

IC 9-21-12-4Design and operation of school buses; rules; adoption 
Sec. 4. (a) The stateschoolbus committee establishedby IC20-27-3-1 shalladoptandenforce rules thatare consistent with 

this chapter to govern the designandoperationof all schoolbuses usedfor the transportationof schoolchildren thatare: 
(1) owned andoperatedby a schoolcorporation; or 
(2) privately owned andoperatedunder contract with a school corporation; 

in Indiana. Rules adopted under this sectionshallby reference be made a part of a contract between a privateschoolbus company 
and a schoolcorporation. 

(b) Each schoolcorporation, the schoolcorporation's officers and employees, and every personemployed under contract bya 

schooldistrict is subject to the rules adoptedunder this section. 

IC 9-21-12-5Railroadcrossings; duty to stop 
Sec. 5. (a) This section does not apply to the following: 

(1) A street railway grade crossingwithin a business or residencedistrict. 

(2) Abandonedor unused railroad gradecrossings that are: 
(A) designatedby the Indiana department of transportation under IC8-6-15-2; and 
(B) marked with a "tracks out of service" sign that complies with the requirements of IC8-6-15-3. 

(b) A personwho drives: 
(1) a motor vehicle, not includinga schoolor private bus, carryingpassengers for hire; 

(2) a schoolor private bus that is carryingpassengers; or 
(3) a vehicle carrying explosivesubstances or flammable liquids as a cargo or part of a cargo; 

shall, before crossing at grade a trackof a railroad, stop thevehicle not more thanfifty (50) feet and not less thanfifteen (15) feet 

from the nearest railof the railroad. 
(c) While stopped in accordance with subsection(b), the person shalldo the following: 

(1) Listen throughan openwindowor door. 

(2) Look in both directions along the trackfor an approaching train or other on-trackequipment andfor signals indicating 
the approachof a train or other on-trackequipment. 

(3) Not proceeduntil the personcan proceedsafely. 
After stopping, theperson shallcross only in a gear of the vehicle so there will be no necessity for changinggears while traversing 
the crossing. The personwho drives the vehicle may not shift gears while crossing the trackor tracks. 

(d) If a police officer or traffic controlsignaldirects traffic to proceedat a railroad crossing, theperson whodrives a vehicle 
subject to this sectionshallproceed in accordance with theinstructions of the police officer or traffic controlsignal. 

(e) Except as provided in subsection (f), a person whoviolates this sectioncommits a Class Cinfraction. 

(f) A personwho knowinglyor intentionally violates subsection (b)(2) commits a Class B misdemeanor. 

IC 9-21-12-10Violation of provisions relating to design and operation of school buses; breach of contract 
Sec. 10. A person whoviolates section 4of this chapter commits breachof contract. 

IC 9-21-12-13School bus; armsignal device 
Sec. 13. (a) Except: 

(1) as provided in subsection (b); or 

24
 



 
 

                       
   

                          
      

                          

                       
           

                  
 

      

                         
                    

     

 
      

                         
                    

                  

 
           

                       

                     
                     

                            
         

                  

 
                 

 

                      
                   

         
         
                       

 
                       

     

 
            

                         
                        

             

            
                 
              

                     
                      

     
                
                         

                
                     

                      

 

  

   

 

       
 

                

(2) when a schoolbus is stoppedat an intersection or another placewhere traffic is controlled by a traffic controldeviceor 
a police officer; 

whenever a schoolbus is stoppedon a roadway to load or unload a student, the driver shalluse an armsignaldevice, which mustbe 
extended while the bus is stopped. 

(b) The governingbodyof a public schoolmay authorize a school bus driver to load or unloada student at a locationoff the 

roadway that thegoverningbodydesignates as a specialschoolbus loading area. The driver is not required to extend the armsignal 
device when loading or unloadinga student in the designatedarea. 

(c) A schoolbus driver who knowingly or intentionally violates subsection(a) commits a Class C misdemeanor. 

IC 9-21-12-14School bus; directional signal 

Sec. 14. Before a driver changes the directionof a schoolbus, the driver shalluse a directionalsignal to indicatethe changeat 
least one hundred(100) feet before the driver turns. A schoolbus driver who knowingly or intentionally violates this section 
commits a Class C misdemeanor. 

IC 9-21-12-15School bus; flashing lights 

Sec. 15. (a) The driver of a schoolbus shalluse flashing lights as prescribed by the state schoolbus committee to giveadequate 
warning that theschoolbus is stoppedor about tostopon the roadwayto load or unload a student. 

(b) A schoolbus driver who knowingly or intentionally violates subsection(a) commits a Class C misdemeanor. 

IC 9-21-12-16Forward areaof school bus off limits to children 
Sec. 16. (a) When a schoolbus is in motion, students are prohibitedfromoccupying any space forwardof a verticalplane 

drawn through the rear of the driver's seat andperpendicular to the longitudinalaxis of the bus. Every schoolbus must: 
(1) be marked with a line or otherwiseequipped in order to indicatethe prohibitedarea to students;and 

(2) have clearly posted, at or near the front of the bus, a sign stating that it is a violation of Indiana lawfor a schoolbus to 
be operatedwith any students occupying theprohibited area. 

(b) A schoolbus driver who knowingly or intentionally violates this sectioncommits a Class Cmisdemeanor. 

IC 9-21-12-18School bus and special purpose bus; obstruction of emergencyexits and doors; driver penalties; employer 
penalties 

Sec. 18. (a) Whenever a schoolbus or specialpurpose bus is transportingpassengers, the schoolbus or special purpose bus 
emergency escapeexits, doors, emergencyexit windows, roof exits, and service doors mustbe free of any obstruction that: 

(1) inhibits or obstructs an exit; or 
(2) renders the means of exit hazardous. 

(b) A driver who knowingly operates a schoolbus or specialpurpose bus in violation of subsection(a) commits a Class C 

misdemeanor. 
(c) A person whoknowingly directs a driver to operate a school bus or specialpurpose bus in violation of subsection(a) 

commits a Class C misdemeanor. 

IC 9-21-12-19School bus and special purpose bus; end of trip inspection 

Sec. 19. (a) A person whooperates a schoolbus or a special purpose bus shallvisually inspecteachseat within theinterior of 
the schoolbus or specialpurpose bus at the endof a trip during which students or passengers are transported to determine that no 
studentor passenger has remained on the schoolbus or specialpurpose bus. 

(b) The visual inspection required under subsection(a) must be conducted: 
(1) at the conclusion of each trip duringwhich students or passengers are transported;and 
(2) before the operator exits the schoolbus or specialpurpose bus. 

(c) A studentor passenger is considered to have been left on a schoolbus or specialpurpose bus if: 
(1) the operator has reached the endof a trip during which students or passengers are transportedandexited the schoolbus 

or specialpurpose bus; and 
(2) the studentor passenger remains inside theschoolbus or specialpurpose bus. 

(d) A schoolbus or specialpurpose bus owner shall report all instances of a student or passenger being left on theschoolbus 

or specialpurpose bus to the superintendent or thesuperintendent's designee immediately after the incident occurred. 
(e) The superintendentor the superintendent's designee shall report all instances of a student or passenger being left on the 

schoolbus or specialpurposebus to the departmentof education not later than five (5) working days after theincident occurred. 

Title 9, Article 19 
Motor Vehicle Equipment 

Chapter 13. School Bus Design and Equipment (selected) 

IC 9-19-13-1State school bus committee rules; contracts for pupil transportation; school district officers andemployees 
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Sec. 1. The stateschoolbus committee establishedby IC20-27-3-1 shalladoptandenforce rules under IC4-22-2 not 
inconsistent with this chapter to govern thedesignandoperation of all schoolbuses usedfor the transportationof schoolchildren 

when owned and operatedby a schoolcorporation or privately ownedandoperated under contract with an Indianaschool 
corporation. Therules mustby reference bemade a part of sucha contractwith a schoolcorporation. Each schoolcorporation , 
officer and employee of the schoolcorporation, andperson employedunder contract by a schooldistrict is subject to those rules. 

IC 9-19-13-2Misconduct of school corporation officers or employees 

Sec. 2. An officer or employee of a schoolcorporation who: 
(1) violates anyof the rules, including thoserequired by IC20-27-3-6.5, adopted by the state schoolbus committee 
concerning the design andoperationof schoolbuses; or 

(2) fails to include an obligation to comply with thoserules in a contractexecutedby the officer or employee onbehalf of 
a schoolcorporation; 

is guilty of misconduct andsubject to removal fromoffice or employment. 

IC 9-19-13-3Failure bycontract operators to comply with rules; breach of contract 

Sec. 3. A personoperating a schoolbus under contract with a schoolcorporationwho fails to comply with any of the rules, 
including those required byIC20-27-3-6.5, adoptedby thestateschoolbus committee concerning thedesignandoperation of 
schoolbuses is guiltyof breachof contract. The contractmay be canceled after noticeand hearingby responsible officers of the 

schoolcorporation. 

IC 9-19-13-4Equipment required 

Sec. 4. A bus used to transport schoolchildren mustbe equippedas follows: 
(1) At least two (2) signal lamps mounted as high and as widely spaced laterally as practicable, capable of displaying the 

front two (2) alternately flashingred lights locatedat the same level, and having sufficient intensity to be visible at fiv e 
hundred(500) feet in normal sunlight. 
(2) As requiredby the state schoolbus committee under IC20-27-3-4. 

(3) As requiredby IC20-27-9. 

Selected Additional Statutes 

IC 9-21-8-59Use of telecommunications device while operating a moving motor vehicle 
Sec. 59. (a) A person may notusea telecommunications deviceto: 

(1) type a text messageor an electronic mail message; 
(2) transmit a text message or an electronic mailmessage; or 
(3) read a text messageor an electronic mail message; 

while operatinga moving motor vehicle unless thedevice is used in conjunctionwith hands free or voice operated technology, or 
unless the device is used to call911 to report a bona fide emergency. 

(b) A police officer may not, without the consent of the person: 

(1) confiscatea telecommunications device for the purposeof determining compliancewith this section; 
(2) confiscatea telecommunications device and retain it as evidence pending trial for a violation of this section; or 

(3) extract or otherwise download information froma telecommunications devicefor a violation of this sectionunless: 
(A) the police officer has probable cause tobelieve that the telecommunications devicehas been used in the 
commission of a crime; 

(B) the information is extracted or otherwise downloadedunder a valid search warrant;or 
(C) otherwise authorized by law. 

IC 9-13-2-177.3 Telecommunications device 
Sec. 177.3. (a) "Telecommunications device", for purposes of IC 9-21-8 and IC9-24-11-3.3, means an electronic or digital 

telecommunications device. The termincludes a: 
(1) wireless telephone; 
(2) personaldigitalassistant; 

(3) pager; or 
(4) text messagingdevice. 

(b) The termdoes not include: 

(1) amateur radio equipment that is beingoperatedby a person licensedas anamateur radio operator by theFederal 
Communications Commission under 47CFR Part 97; or 

(2) a communications systeminstalled in a commercial motor vehicle weighing more than ten thousand(10,000) pounds. 

IC 9-21-8-52Reckless driving; passing aschool bus with extended stop arm; penalty; license suspension 

Sec. 52. (a) A person who operates a vehicle andwho recklessly: 
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(1) drives at such anunreasonably high rateof speed or at suchan unreasonably lowrate of speed under the circumstances 
as to: 

(A) endanger the safety or the propertyof others; or 
(B) block the proper flowof traffic; 

(2) passes another vehicle fromthe rear while on a slope or on a curve where vision is obstructedfor a distance of less 

than five hundred(500) feet ahead; 
(3) drives in and outof a line of traffic, except as otherwise permitted;or 

(4) speeds up or refuses to giveone-half (1/2) of the roadway toa driver overtaking and desiring to pass; 
commits a Class C misdemeanor. However, the offenseis a Class A misdemeanor if it causes bodily injury to a person. 

(b) A personwho operates a vehicle and whorecklessly passes a schoolbus stopped ona roadwaywhenthe armsignaldevice 

specified in IC 9-21-12-13 is in the device's extendedpositioncommits a Class Bmisdemeanor. However, the offense is a Class A 
misdemeanor if it causes bodily injury to a person. 

(c) If an offense under subsection (a) or (b) results in damage to the propertyof another person, it is a Class B misdemeano r 

and the courtmay recommend the suspension of thecurrent driving license of the personconvictedof the offense described in this 
subsectionfor a fixed period of not more than one(1) year. 

IC 9-13-2-73Highwayor street 
Sec. 73. "Highway" or "street" means the entire width between the boundary lines of everypublicly maintainedway whenany 

part of the way is open to the useof the public for purposes of vehicular travel. The termincludes an alley in a city or town. 

IC 9-13-2-157Roadway 

Sec. 157. (a) Except as provided in subsection(b), "roadway" means that part of a highwayimproved, designed, or ordinarily 
used for vehicular travel. 

(b) As used in IC9-21-12-13, "roadway" means the part of a highwaythat is improved, designed, or ordinarily used for 
vehicular travel. The termdoes not include thesidewalk, berm, or shoulder, even if the sidewalk, berm, or s houlder is used by 
persons riding bicycles or other human poweredvehicles. 

IC 35-42-4-14Unlawful entryof school property by a serious sexoffender 
Sec. 14. (a) As used in this section, “serious sexoffender”means a person required to register as a sexoffender under IC11-8-

8 who is: 
(1) Found to be a sexually violent predator under IC35-38-1-7.5; or 

(2) Convictedof one (1) or more of the following offenses: 
(A) Child molesting (IC 35-42-4-3). 
(B) Child exploitation (IC35-42-4-4(b)). 

(C) Possessionof child pornography (IC35-42-4- (c )). 
(D) Vicarious sexualgratification (IC35-42-4-5(a) and IC 35-42-4-5(b)). 
(E) Performing sexualconduct in the presence of a minor (IC 35-42-4-5 (c )). 

(F) Child solicitation (IC35-42-4-6). 
(G) Child seduction(IC35-42-4-7). 

(H) Sexual misconductwith a minor (IC 35-42-4-9). 
(I) A conspiracyor an attempt to commit an offense described in clauses (A) through (H). 
(J) An offense in another jurisdiction that is substantially similar to an offensedescribed in clauses (A) through(I). 

(b) A serious sexoffender who knowingly or intentionally enters schoolpropertycommits unlawfulentryby a serious sex 
offender, a Level6 felony. 

IC 35-43-2-2Criminal trespass; denial of entry; permission toenter; exceptions 
Sec. 2. (a) As used in this section, "authorized person" means a personauthorized by an agriculturaloperation to acton behalf 

of the agriculturaloperation. 
(b) A personwho: 

(1) not havinga contractual interest in the property, knowingly or intentionally enters the realpropertyof another person 

after having beendeniedentryby the other personor that person's agent; 
(2) not havinga contractual interest in the property, knowingly or intentionally refuses to leave the realpropertyof another 
personafter having beenasked to leaveby theother person or that person's agent; 

(3) accompanies another person in a vehicle, with knowledge that the other personknowingly or intentionally is exerting 
unauthorized controlover the vehicle; 

(4) knowingly or intentionally interferes with the possession or use of the property of another personwithout the person's 
consent; 
(5) not havinga contractual interest in the property, knowingly or intentionally enters the: 

(A) property of an agriculturaloperation that is used for the production, processing, propagation, packaging, 
cultivation, harvesting, care, management, or storage of an animal, plant, or other agriculturalproduct, including any 
pasturage or land usedfor timber management, without the consent of the owner of the agriculturaloperationor an 
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authorized person;
 
or
 
(B) dwelling of another personwithout the person's consent; 

(6) knowingly or intentionally: 
(A) travels by train without lawfulauthorityor the railroad carrier's consent; and 

(B) rides on the outsideof a train or inside a passenger car, locomotive, or freight car, includinga boxcar, flatbed, or 
container without lawfulauthorityor the railroad carrier's consent; 

(7) not havinga contractual interest in the property, knowingly or intentionally enters or refuses to leave theproperty of 
another personafter havingbeenprohibitedfromentering or asked to leavethe propertyby a lawenforcementofficer 
when the property is vacantor designated by a municipality or county enforcementauthority tobe abandoned propertyor 

an abandonedstructure (as defined in IC 36-7-36-1); 
(8) not havinga contractual interest in the property, knowingly or intentionally enters the realpropertyof an agricultural 
operation(as defined in IC32-30-6-1) without the permission of the owner of the agriculturaloperationor an authorized 

person, and knowingly or intentionally engages in conduct that causes propertydamageto: 
(A) the owner of or a personhaving a contractual interest in the agriculturaloperation; 

(B) the operator of the agriculturaloperation;or 
(C) a person havingpersonalproperty locatedon the property of the agriculturaloperation;or 

(9) knowingly or intentionally enters the property of another person after beingdeniedentry bya court order thathas been 

issued to the personor issued to thegeneralpublic by conspicuous postingon or around thepremises in areas where a 
personcan observe theorder when thepropertyhas been designatedby a municipality or countyenforcement authority to 
be a vacantproperty, an abandonedproperty, or an abandonedstructure (as defined in IC36-7-36-1); 

commits criminal trespass, a Class A misdemeanor. However, the offense is a Level6 felony if it is committed on a scientific 
research facility, on a key facility, on a facility belonging to a public utility (as defined in IC32-24-1-5.9(a)), on schoolproperty, or 

on a schoolbus or thepersonhas a prior unrelatedconvictionfor an offense under this sectionconcerning thesame property. The 
offense is a Level6 felony, for purposes of subdivision (8), if the propertydamageis more than seven hundred fifty dollars ($750) 
and less than fifty thousand dollars ($50,000). The offenseis a Level5 felony, for purposes of subdivision(8), if the property 

damage is at least fifty thousand dollars ($50,000). 
(c) A person has beendenied entryunder subsection (b)(1) when the personhas been deniedentry by means of: 

(1) personalcommunication, oralor written; 

(2) posting or exhibiting a noticeat the main entrancein a manner that is either prescribed by lawor likely to come to the 
attention of the public; or 

(3) a hearing authorityor court order under IC32-30-6, IC 32-30-7, IC 32-30-8, IC 36-7-9, or IC 36-7-36. 
(d) A law enforcement officer may not denyentry to propertyor aska person to leave a propertyunder subsection (b)(7) unless 

there is reasonable suspicion thatcriminalactivity has occurredor is occurring. 

(e) A person described in subsection(b)(7) violates subsection (b)(7) unless the personhas thewritten permission of the 
owner, owner's agent, enforcement authority, or court tocome onto the property for purposes of performing maintenance, repair, or 
demolition. 

(f) A persondescribed in subsection(b)(9) violates subsection (b)(9) unless thecourt that issued the order denying the person 
entry grants permissionfor the person to come onto the property. 

(g) Subsections (b), (c), and (f) do not apply to the following: 
(1) A passenger on a train. 
(2) An employee of a railroad carrier while engaged in the performance of officialduties. 

(3) A law enforcement officer, firefighter, or emergency responsepersonnelwhile engaged in the performanceof official 
duties. 
(4) A persongoingon railroad property in an emergency to rescue a person or animalfrom harm's way or to remove an 

object that the personreasonably believes poses an imminent threat to life or limb. 
(5) A personon thestation grounds or in the depot of a railroad carrier: 

(A) as a passenger; or 
(B) for the purpose of transacting lawfulbusiness. 

(6) A: 

(A) person;or 
(B) person's: 

(i) family member; 

(ii) invitee; 
(iii) employee; 

(iv) agent; or 
(v) independent contractor; 

going on a railroad's right-of-wayfor the purpose of crossingat a private crossing siteapprovedby the railroad carrier to 

obtain access to land that theperson owns, leases, or operates. 
(7) A personhavingwritten permissionfromthe railroad carrier to go on specified railroad property. 
(8) A representative of the Indiana department of transportation while engaged in the performanceof officialduties. 
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(9) A representative of the federalRailroad Administration while engaged in the performance of official duties. 
(10) A representativeof the NationalTransportationSafety Board while engaged in the performance of officialduties. 

IC 35-50-3-2Class AMisdemeanor 
Sec. 2. A personwho commits a Class A misdemeanor shallbe imprisoned for a fixed term of not more than one(1) year; in 

addition, he may be fined not more thanfive thousanddollars ($5,000). 

IC 35-50-3-3Class B Misdemeanor 
Sec. 3. A personwho commits a Class Bmisdemeanor shallbe imprisonedfor a fixed term of not more than one hundred 

eighty (180) days; in addition, he may be fined not more thanone thousanddollars ($1,000). 

IC 35-50-3-4Class CMisdemeanor 
Sec. 4. A personwho commits a Class Cmisdemeanor shallbe imprisonedfor a fixed term of not more than sixty (60) days; in 

addition, he may be fined not more thanfive hundred dollars ($500). 

IC 34-28-5-4Maximum judgments 
Sec. 4. (a) A judgment of up to ten thousanddollars ($10,000) may be entered for a violation constituting a Class A 

infraction. 

(b) A judgment of up to onethousand dollars ($1,000) may be entered for a violation constitutinga Class B infraction. 

(c) A judgment of up to five hundreddollars ($500) may be entered for a violation constitutinga Class C infraction. 

(d) A judgment of up to twenty-five dollars ($25) may be entered for a violation constituting a Class D infraction. 

Note: IC 34-28-5-4 was truncated to just the punishments for the infractions, and emphasis were added for the typeof infraction 
just for this document. 
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Office of School Transportation
 
Policy for School Bus Driver Certification
 

June 2015 

The 1977 Indiana GeneralAssembly enactedPublic Law123 mandating the trainingandcertification of schoolbus drivers. In 

conjunctionwith the IndianaState SchoolBus Committee the following policy statement is used by the Office of School 
Transportation to implement the training and certificationrequirements of the statute. 

Training Requirements 

Current requirements for certification consist of preservice classroominstruction, on-bus observation, andbehind-the-wheel 
operationof a schoolbus. Theobservationandbehind-the-wheelsegments are performed under the supervision of an Indiana 
certified schoolbus driver andare completed in cooperation with the schoolcorporationor employer. The observationandbehind-

the-wheelsegments are documented in a manner acceptable to the schoolcorporation or employer andreported to theOffice of 
SchoolTransportation electronically in DOE Online. (https://dc.doe.state.in.us/doeonline/login.aspx) By statute, the training 

provided by the Department of Educationmay not exceed forty (40) hours. However, each schoolcorporation or employer is 
encouraged to supplement these requirements with localpolicy philosophies andprocedures. 

The training requirements may be completed in any sequence. However, when a trainee is performing any schoolbus driving 
function theymust possessa Certificate ofEnrollment and an appropriate driver’s license. 

Preservice classes are conducted throughout Indianaand scheduled by the Office of SchoolTransportation. The class schedule is 
available at www.doe.in.gov/transportation/school-bus-driver-training 

Certificate of Enrollment 

Purpose 

The certificate of enrollment, commonly called a ‘blue card’, is a temporary trainingcard authorizing theschoolbus driver trainee 

to transportpassengers while completing thecertification process. Statuterequires thecertificate to be valid and in the driver 
trainee’s possession whentransportingpassengers. A driver trainer is considereda passenger and the traineemust possess a valid 

certificate of enrollment to operate the schoolbus. The certificate is used in conjunction with a commercialdriver’s license or 
public passenger chauffeur license. 

Obtaining a Certificate of Enrollment 

The certificate is issuedby theOffice of SchoolTransportation in two ways: 
(a) at the schoolcorporationor employer’s request, prior to the trainee attending a preservice class; or 

(b) issued to thetraineeat a preservice class. 

A certificate requestedby theschoolcorporation or employer must include: 

(a) the trainee’s legalname as it appears on their driver’s license; 
(b) the last four digits of the trainee’s socialsecurity number;and 
(c) the schoolcorporationor employer’s name, address, city, andzip code. 

The request may be by mail, facsimile, or E-mail. Telephonerequests cannot be accommodated. 

Expiration 

The certificate of enrollment is valid for one year from the date of issue. No extensions will be granted, if the certificate of 
enrollment expires a newone can be requested but this will restart theentire certificationprocess. Allother training, driving, and 

observation time will become nulland void. 

PreviouslyCertifiedDriver 

A previously certified schoolbus driver is eligible for a one-time only enrollment certificate. It is valid for 90 days fromthe dateof 

issue. The request mustbe in writing from the schoolcorporation or employer. For reinstatement of the standardcertificaterefer to: 
Standard Certificate, Failure to AttendAnnualSafety Meeting. 
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Standard Certificate 

Purpose 

The standard certificate, commonly called a ‘yellow card’, indicates completion of the training requirements, replaces the 

enrollment certificate, and alsoauthorizes the driver to transport passengers. State statuterequires thecertificateto be valid and in 
the driver’s possessionwhentransporting passengers. It is used in conjunctionwith a commercial driver’s licenseorpublic 
passenger chauffeur license. 

Obtaining a Standard Certificate 

A trainee must complete the preservice class, theon-bus observation, andbehind-the-wheeloperation hours to receivea Standard 
Certificate. 

The observationandbehind-the-wheeloperationrequirements are four (4) and eight (8) hours respectively. The hours must be 
supervised byan Indiana certified schoolbus driver and documented in any manner selectedby the schoolcorporation or employer. 

The observationandbehind-the-wheelhours mustbe submittedelectronically in DOE Online by the s choolcorporationor 
employer not later than the one year anniversaryof the issuanceof the trainee’s Certificateof Enrollment. 

Expiration and Renewal 

Standard certificates expire on December 31of each calendar year. A driver who attends a preservice class prior to June 30
th 

is 
required to attend the annualsafetymeeting. A driver who completes a preserviceclass after June 30

th
will be issued a standard 

certificate valid throughDecember 31of the next calendar year. 

Every schoolbus driver, including a driver traineewith an enrollment certificate, is requiredby state s tatute to attend the annual 

safety meeting. Attendance at this meetingsatisfies the in-servicerequirement of statuteandwhen applicable re-news thedriver’s 
standardcertificate for the next calendar year. The standard certificate for eachdriver is printedby theschoolcorporation or 
employer shownin the office’s database. 

A driver may renewthe standardcertificatefor the following calendar year by completing the annualsafetymeeting in the method 
chosen by the schoolcorporationor employer. 

Failure to Attend Annual Safety Meeting 

Notwithstanding the penalty provided in I.C. 20-27-8-14, annualsafetymeeting; nonattendance; penalty, a person may re-instate 
the standard certificate by completing theannualsafety meetingprogram, providing the certificate has not been expired for more 

three consecutiveyears. 

A driver is not allowed to attend thepreservice class to re-instate the standard certificate. 

A person whohas failed to attend the annualsafetymeetingfor three consecutiveyears is required to complete all training 

requirements for certification. Refer to:Training Requirements and Certificate of Enrollment. 

There is no waiver available fromthe State SchoolBus Committee or the Office of SchoolTransportation. 

Grandfathering 

Previous experience may be substituted in lieu of training requirements. To be eligible a personmust have a minimum of 30 days 
schoolbus drivingexperience in Indianafor a public or non-public schoolaccreditedby the State Board of Education. The 

experience must bewithin the threeyears immediately preceding the effective date of the person’s assignment as a schoolbus 
driver. 

Direct inquires to the Office of SchoolTransportation. 

Persons with schoolbus driving experience in agencies, not-for-profit organizations, or out-of-state employers are not eligible. 
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Contacting the Office 

Mail: Indiana Department of Education 
Office of SchoolTransportation 
115 W. Washington Street, South Tower, Suite 600 

Indianapolis, IN 46204-3420 

Telephone: 
Facsimile: 

317-232-0890 
317-233-0858 

E-mail: sts_support@doe.state.in.us 

Internet:http://www.doe.in.gov/transportation 

Indiana Code References 

I.C. 20-27-8-9 AnnualSafety Meeting;AttendanceRequired 

I.C. 20-27-8-10 Preservice SchoolBus Driving Safety EducationTraining Course 
I.C. 20-27-8-11 AnnualSafety Meeting;Time and Place 
I.C. 20-27-8-12 AnnualSafety Meeting;Responsibility To Conduct 

I.C. 20-27-8-13 AnnualSafety Meeting;Registration 
I.C. 20-27-8-14 AnnualSafety Meeting;Non-attendance; Penalty 
I.C. 20-27-8-15 Training Certification 

I.C. 20-27-9-11 Use of SchoolBuses;Day Care Centers; Developmentally andPhysically DisabledPersons 
I.C. 20-5-2-7 Policy Mandate for Criminal History Information of Non-Certified and Contracted Employees 

Policy Notification Statement 

It is the policy of the Indiana Department of Educationnot to discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, natio nalorigin, 

age, or disability, in its programs, activities, or employment policies as required by the Ind iana CivilRights Law(I.C. 22-9-1), Title 
VI and VII (Civil Rights Act of 1964), the EqualPay Act of 1973, Title IX (EducationalAmendments), Section504(Rehabilitat ion 

Act of 1973), and the Americans with Disabilities Act (42USCS ss 12101, .). 

Inquiries regarding complianceby theIndiana Department of Educationwith Title IX and other civil rights laws may be directed to 

the Human Resources Director, IndianaDepartmentof Education, 115W. Washington Street, SouthTower, Suite 600, 
Indianapolis, IN46204-3420, or by telephone to 317-232-6610, or the Director of the Office for Civil Rights, U.S. Department of 
Education, 111North CanalStreet, Suite 1053, Chicago, IL 60606-7204 — Mrs. Glenda Ritz, State Superintendent of Public 

Instruction. 

Disclaimer 

This booklet is providedfor information only as a courtesy fromthe Office of SchoolTransportation andshouldnot berelied upon 
for legaladvice or counsel. 

Every effort has beenmade to ensure that this booklet is a complete andaccurate reference; however, the booklet is a compilation 
of selectedstatutes and policies relating to school transportationandschoolbuses, and the Office of SchoolTransportation cannot 
guarantee that it includes everystatute or policy that might be considered important by every user. The materials published herein 

are complete and up-to-date to a specific point in time; further research to ensurethe continuedeffectiveness of particular 
provisions must be done by the user. 
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