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M E M O R A N D U M

TO:                Title I Program Administrators
FROM:           James Larson
 Director of School Improvement and Turnaround
DATE:           February 28, 2012
SUBJECT:     NCLB School Choice and Supplemental Educational Services (SES)
NCLB School Choice:
Per guidance from the United States Department of Education, Indiana’s Flexibility Waiver does not require Title I schools to offer NCLB School Choice. However, a student who is already taking advantage of NCLB School Choice must be permitted to remain at his or her school of choice until he or she has completed the highest grade in that school.  To enable parents to exercise this right, the Indiana Department of Education would encourage LEAs to consider providing transportation to these schools of choice beyond the end of the 2011–2012 school year.  Indiana has received federal guidance from the U.S. Department of Education stating that Title I funds can be used for this purpose. 
In the event that an LEA chooses not to continue to provide transportation for students to remain in the school of choice until the completion of the highest grade; the LEA must provide parents with information to explain why transportation for public school choice will no longer be offered beginning in the 2012-2013 school year. The letter must also explain the interventions, incentives and supports that will replace transportation for public school choice and provide other relevant details regarding the termination of transportation services. This information should be provided as early as possible so parents may plan accordingly, and should be provided in a language and format that is understandable to parents. 
Supplemental Educational Services (SES):
Under Indiana’s approved ESEA flexibility request, LEAs will no longer be required to offer SES. An LEA may choose to continue to offer SES as a required intervention for Priority or Focus schools. Indiana has received federal guidance from the U.S. Department of Education allowing Title I funds to be used for this purpose. If the LEA chooses not to offer SES beyond the 2011-2012 school year, parents must be notified by the LEA with information to explain why SES will no longer be offered beginning in the 2012-2013 school year. The LEA needs to include information in the explanation regarding school interventions, incentives and supports that will replace SES, and any other relevant information regarding the termination of the existing services. This information should be provided as early as possible so that parents may plan accordingly and should be provided in a language and format that is understandable to parents.  
Documentation of notification to parents regarding future plans concerning NCLB Choice and SES must be retained for monitoring purposes. 
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