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Stakeholder Meeting
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Welcome and Introductions

• IDOE 
• Office of Special Education-Kristan Sievers-Coffer & Brandon Myers

• Office of Student Assessment-Karen Stein & Stephanie Thompson

• Office of Accountability

• IRNs
• Project SUCCESS-Amy Howie, Meredith Keedy-Merk, & Ashley Quick

• PATINS-Daniel McNulty

• Indiana IEP Resource Center-Matt Johnson

• Virtual participants please sign in using the chat box (name and district)



Background Information

The total number of students assessed in each subject using an 
alternate assessment may not exceed 1% of the total number of 

students in the State who are assessed in that subject. 

(participation vs performance included in 1% now) 



Timeline

• In the fall of 2017 Indiana, based upon historical data (Spring 2016), 
anticipated that approximately 1.4% of students would be assessed 
using the alternate assessment. Since this exceeded the limit, 
Indiana requested a waiver to the 1% cap for one year (34 C.F.R. 
§200.6(c)(4)). IDOE 1% waiver to USED 

• October-November, 2017-analyzed Spring 2017 testing data state 
percentage: 1.2% (decrease but not below 1%)

• January, 2018-notified identified corporations and request 
justification for exceeding 1% participation

• The Office of Student Assessment sent an email to Corporation Test 
Coordinators, Special Education Directors and Superintendents of districts 
that exceeded the 1% participation in the alternate assessment for the 2016-
17 school year. This video was shared in that email. Any next steps 
mentioned only have to be completed by districts that exceeded the 1% cap.

https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/assessment/idoe-1-waiver-used.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8tOdM_fVJPI&feature=youtu.be


Included in video

• Criteria for Determining Participation in Alternate 
Assessment (ISTAR)

• Indiana Alternate Assessment Participation 
Guidance

• Indiana Alternate Assessment Participation 
Guidance FAQ

• Indiana Alternate Assessment Participation 
Decision Flowchart

https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/assessment/indiana-participation-guidance.pdf
https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/assessment/indiana-alternate-assessment-participation-guidance-faq-final-2-28-18.pdf
https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/assessment/indiana-alternate-assessment-participation-decision-flowchart-final-10-05-16.pdf


Verify your data via IDOE’s A-F Report 
Card



Determining a Student’s District

• Students are assigned to a district NOT by whom administers 
the test to them, but who is responsible for their IEP

• Process is similar for assigning students to districts for 
purposes of A-F accountability



Documents to Consult



Justification submitted
• Justification A-School, community, or health program(s) draw large numbers 

of families of students with significant cognitive disabilities to live in the 
corporation. (71 LEAs)

• Justification B-The corporation has a small overall student population and it 
takes only a few students participating in the alternate assessment to exceed 
1%. (109 LEAs)

• Justification C-Other-provide a brief justification of variables not covered in the 
previous two options that may contribute to a higher number of students 
identified with significant cognitive disabilities participating in the alternate 
assessment. (49 LEAs)

• Reporting data, scenario examples, especially for cooperatives-Brandon Myers, IDOE

• Disability category ≠ LRE ≠ Services document-Project SUCCESS



Tiered support (Example from another state)

• 1% - 1.5%: All special education teachers and supervisors must 
view the video “Who Are the Students with the Most Significant 
Cognitive Disabilities?” (100 LEAs)

• 1.5% - 2%: View the video listed above plus provide 
accommodations training to all general education and special 
education teachers. (68 LEAs)

• 2% - 3%: View the video and provide accommodations training 
plus review alternate assessment data to determine if there are 
trends that should be addressed. (35 LEAs)

• Over 3%: All of the above plus an additional review (usually 
onsite) (6 LEAs)



Feedback

• What supports do you like that we have discussed?

• What supports do you think districts still need?



Next Year’s Timeline

• Towards the beginning of the 2018-19 school year, the spring 
2018 ISTAR data will be available

• IDOE will send out LEA data for districts exceeding 1% 
participation on ISTAR

• IDOE and IRNs will support districts 



1% Contacts

• Office of Student Assessment-Karen Stein, kstein@doe.in.gov

• Office of Student Assessment-Stephanie Thompson, 
sthompson2@doe.in.gov

• Office of Special Education-Kristan Sievers-Coffer, 
ksievers@doe.in.gov

mailto:kstein@doe.in.gov
mailto:sthompson2@doe.in.gov
mailto:ksievers@doe.in.gov

