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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This session will provide information about the English/Language Arts, Math, Science and Social Studies ISTAR item samplers for grades 3-8 and 10. Passages and items referenced in this presentation are available on our website in the Item Sampler documents.



ISTAR Item Samplers
The following items are samples, designed for 
use with

• teachers, as part of professional 
development and 

• students, to familiarize them with items 
aligned to the college-and-career-ready 2014 
Indiana Academic Standards.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
ISTAR Item Samplers provide samples of items that are typical of the style students will encounter on the ISTAR Alternate Assessment for grades 3- 8 and 10.  The samples are designed to be used with teachers for professional development, and with students to familiarize them with items aligned to the Indiana Academic Standards. It is important to note that the Item Sampler is not intended to be used as a practice test.



Tiers
• Tier 1 - Tier 1 questions use simple and direct language. 

Graphics are provided for most answer choices, along with text, 
which give students a visual support to answer the questions.

• Tier 2 - Tier 2 questions are more complex than those in Tier 1. 
More introductory phrases may be included in the questions and 
fewer graphics in the answer choices than in Tier 1. There is a 
greater level of complexity in how students respond to the 
questions than in Tier 1.

• Tier 3 - Tier 3 includes more detailed directions and questions. 
There is more text and few to no graphics in the answer choices. 
There may be more abstract ideas and inferencing in Tier 3. 
There is more complexity in how students respond to the 
questions than in Tier 2.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Because students with significant cognitive disabilities are a diverse population with a variety of needs, it was important to develop items across a broad range of abilities. Three levels of items were created, called "tiers". These samples are representative of passage-based reading comprehension items and stand-alone writing items that appear in Part 1 (January/February) and Part 2 (April/May) of the ISTAR English/Language Arts Assessment. There are six sample questions with two items at each tier for each grade band written to targeted standards and the corresponding content connectors.  These were created to show how the standard would be assessed differently for each tier. The sample items represent standards that may be assessed during ISTAR Part 1 and Part 2.



Item Information

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The items in the Item Sampler documents include information for educators about grade or grade band, tier, key, depth of knowledge, and alignment to Indiana Academic Standards and Content Connectors. Each item on the assessment is aligned to one of the Indiana Academic Standards and a content connector. Standards and content connectors are accessible from the IDOE website. You will also see the Depth of Knowledge or DOK level for the item. The hyperlink to the DOK Wheel takes you to a useful document that provides examples of the cognitive complexity for each level. 



Samples for Each Tier

Tier 1

Tier 2

Tier 3

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Each grade or grade-band provides samples of items across the three tiers. The samples on this slide are from English/Language Arts and the grade 7-8 band of reading comprehension items aligned to 7.RN.2.1- Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what a text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.  Passages accompany each of these items and contribute to the complexity of the items.



English/Language Arts
Grade Bands (3-4, 5-6, 7-8 and 10)

Includes:
• Sample passages for each tier
• Passage-based items aligned to reading 
standards

• Stand-alone items aligned to writing 
standards

ELA sampler is written to grade bands and 
all items are multiple choice.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The English/Language Arts Item Sampler is divided into grade bands (3-4, 5-6, 7-8 and 10), which include samples of passages at each tier with passage-based reading comprehension items. Stand-alone items aligned to writing standards are also included. All ELA questions are multiple-choice items.  



Math
Grades 3 -8 and 10

Samples show the range of item types:
• Multiple Choice
• Two Part
• Multiple Select
• Drop Down

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Math Item Sampler includes samples of math items at each tier and grade level.  Most items are multiple-choice, but there are also some technology-enhanced items, such as questions featuring two-part, multiple-select, and drop-down.



Science (4, 6 and 10) and 
Social Studies (5 and 7)      

Samples show the range of item types:
• Multiple Choice
• Two Part
• Multiple Select
• Drop Down

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Science and Social Studies Item Sampler includes samples of items at each tier and grade level that is tested. Most items are multiple-choice, but there are also some technology-enhanced items, such as questions featuring two-part, multiple-select, and drop-down.



Resources
http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment/alternate-

assessments

• Blueprints
• Instructional and Assessment Guidance 

including the Aligned Content 
Connectors

• Standards and Assessment Vocabulary

Presenter
Presentation Notes
On the Alternate Assessment page of the IDOE website (found at this link), you will find many resources including the blueprints, Instructional and Assessment Guidance including the aligned Content Connectors, and the Standards and Assessment Vocabulary.

http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment/alternate-assessments


Questions
For general information and policy questions 
about Alternate Assessment/ISTAR, contact 
Karen Stein @ istar@doe.in.gov or visit our 
website @      
http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment/alternate-
assessments

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For general information and policy questions about Alternate Assessment/ISTAR, contact Karen Stein at istar@doe.in.gov or visit our website at the website link listed here.Thank you for viewing this recording!

mailto:istar@doe.in.gov
http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment/alternate-assessments
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