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Introduction

The ISTEP+ Spring 2016 test was administered to Indiana students in Grades 3-8 and 10. The test
included two parts: Part 1 was given in March, and Part 2 took place in late April and early May. Part
1 contained Applied Skills test questions (also referred to as open-ended items) that were hand
scored by trained evaluators, and Part 2 was machine scored. Scores for Part 1 and Part 2 are
combined to generate a studentodés total score.

Test results, as well as images of the Applied Skills student responses, are available online, and
schools are expected to discuss results with parents and students. As a springboard for these
conversations and to serve as a resource for teachers, the Indiana Department of Education has
created this document, which consists of the following:

A a brief description of the types of questions on the test

A a short summary of scoring rules utilized by the trained evaluators

A a copy of the rubricsd or scoring guidesd used by evaluators to score student responses
A

a copy of the released Applied Skills questions ( ir el easedo0 means t he i
the web and are no longer secure; therefore, the released test items can be discussed and
used with students as future practice items)

T

anchor papersd or sample student responsesd used by evaluators to distinguish between
score points

Notes:

U The Part 1 open-ended questions are released when test results are made available.

a1t is important to keep in mind that onhitemsiimaj o
Part 2. Since Part 2 items are secure and are not released, they are not included in this
document.
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Question Types

This document addresses questions from ISTEP+ Part 1. Students demonstrate their knowledge and
understanding by responding to items that are open-ended, providing written responses in a short-
answer or essay-type format.

Part 1 consists of the following test question types: Constructed-Response (CR), Extended-Response
(ER), and a Writing Prompt (WP). Item types vary by subject area. Math, Science, and Social
Studies include CR and ER items. English/Language Arts includes CR and WP test questions.

Scoring

The questions on ISTEP+ Part 1 are scored by evaluators who must have a four-year college degree
and pass a series of qualifying tests. Prior to scoring student responses, evaluators receive
extensive training to ensure that student responses are scored accurately and consistently.

For Part 1 of ISTEP+, each question is scored according to a rubric, or scoring guide. Rubrics clearly
define the requirements for each score point. A set of student responses representing all of the score
points on a rubric are selected as samplesd called anchor papersd and are used as clear examples
of specific score points. Anchor papers are presented within this document.

| STEP+ Part 1: English/ Lan

Score

Question Typg Report| Scoring M
Catego

ConstrRedpanse Readin 2Pt. CR R

(Grad&s)B

6-pt . Wri
Applicatiag
(Grades8B)
Writing Promp Wr it
4pt . Lang
Convention
(Gr ades8B)
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—
Q

st ud e n tudable to lee sgorednisiseassigrsed one of the following condition codes:

Blank/No Response/Refusal

lllegible

Written predominantly in a language other than English

Insufficient response/Copied from text

Response not related to test questions or scoring rule (not applied to
Mathematics questions)

mooOm>

More information is available regarding assessment topics on the Office of Student Assessment
homepage at http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment.
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English/Language Arts
Constructed-Response Iltems

Session One, English/Language Arts, contains a reading comprehension task. This task allows the
students to demonstrate their understanding and comprehension of nonfiction or literary text. The
reading comprehension task consists of one passage and three constructed-response (CR)
guestions. Because this is a reading comprehension task, all of the information students need to
answer the questions correctly is contained in the text. All responses should be based on information
from the text and will be scored for reading comprehension only. The following pages display the CR
guestions.

An example of a top-score response is provided for each CR question. The top-score response
demonstrates a performance that exceeds the expectations of what is required to receive two points.
The top-score response contains multiple pieces of text-based information and support drawn from
the reading passage that accompanied this item, many elements of which students typically use in
their responses to receive two points.

Each CR question is followed by sample student responses, called anchor papers. The anchor
papers are accompanied by explanations of the score points received.

English/ Language Arts
2-point Constructed-Response (CR) Rubric

2 points Proficient
The response fulfills all the requirements of the task. The information given is text-based
and relevant to the task.

1 point Partially Proficient
The response fulfills some of the requirements of the task, but some of the information
may be too general, too simplistic, or not supported by the text.

0 point Not Proficient

The response does not fulfill the requirements of the task because it contains
information that is inaccurate, incomplete, and/or missing altogether.
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Passage

Flash! Splash! Training a Deaf Polar Bear

by Mary Ann Hellinghausen

Alaska the polar bear
1 Splash! A chunk of ice filled with fruit plopped into the pool. Alaska slept
soundly.
2 “"Alaska!” A zookeeper called her name. The polar bear kept napping.

3 Kerplunk! Another treat landed in the pool. This time, cold water splashed on
Alaska’s nose. The bear jumped into the water after the goody.

Working with a Deaf Bear

4 Zookeepers at The Maryland Zoo in Baltimore realized that their new polar
bear, Alaska, could not hear. Zookeeper Tammy Chaney said, "Normally, a
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bear's ears twitch when you call its name or make loud noises. Alaska didn't
budge.”

5 Medical tests proved she was deaf,

6 The zookeepers had never worked with a deaf polar bear. They wanted to
teach her to hold out a paw if it was cut. They wanted her to open her mouth
so they could check her teeth. They wanted her to climb on a weight board so
she could be weighed.

Flashlight Game

7 Trainers often use a clicker to make a noise when an animal responds
correctly. Because Alaska could not hear, the zookeepers tried a tiny flashlight.
They held a toy ball on the end of a stick. When Alaska touched the ball with
her nose, the zookeepers flashed a light two times. They threw her a sardine
as a reward. This game helped Alaska learn to work with zookeepers. She
could now learn to hold out her paw, open her mouth, and climb on a weight
board.

8 Alaska once lived in a circus with other polar bears. Zookeepers don't know if
she was deaf since birth or became deaf during her years with the circus. But
they think being deaf might have helped her, The loud circus noises didn't
scare her. 5o she became a calm and curious bear

9 Wild polar bears live on huge ice fields in the Arctic. With the circus, Alaska
traveled only to warm places. Alaska got a frosty surprise when ten inches of
snow fell during her first winter at The Maryland Zoo.

10 "She looked out of the den door at this big white world,” a zookeeper said.
"She dropped on her belly and snowplowed around the exhibit. I think snow is
her favorite thing in the world!™

"Flash! Splash! Training a Deafl Polar Bear” by Mary Ann Hellinghausen, photograph of Alaska the Bear
by the Maryland Zoo in Baltimore. From Highlights for Children Magazine's January 2008 issue,
copyright @ 2008 by Highlights for Children, Inc., Columbus, Ohio. Used by permission.

Page7 of 58



ltem #1
Constructed-Response
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Constructed-Response
Reading: Non-Fiction

Question 1

1. How did the zookeepers learn that Alaska was deaf? Support your answer
with details from the article.

Top-Score Response:

Zookeepers tried throwing a chunk of ice filled with fruit into the pool to make a loud sound and even called out

AAl debkkshedi dndét .walkNeorumal |y a bear és ears twitch when
Al as ka di dwhérnzookeepbry ealized she could not hear, they performed medical tests and proved

Alaska was deaf.

Note: The top-score response demonstrates a performance that exceeds the expectations of what is required
to receive two points. The top-score response contains multiple pieces of text-based information and support
drawn from the reading passage that accompanied this item, many elements of which students typically use in
their responses to receive two points.
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Question 1,iSSamel oA nt 2

How did the zookeepers learn that Alaska was deaf? Support
your answer with details from the article.

[he ZooKeCDers learq Hwa F Qlaska s deaf whco
CNe ‘zookf:eu < kcof c_q“.ﬂq hg;r NaMe, buf
quskq Kch’cr\ 0 ng. CS)L o to

Mﬁﬁfgﬁrs *ha F"askq cas +rae’q
deaf, Thew wcee he de Find cm“e:cn{-

way Yo \'ram hec.
-

Scoring Notes: This response fulfills all the requirements of the task. The details given
are text-based and relevant,(é one zookeeper kept calling
napping. Tests proved to the zookeepers that Alaska was truly deaf.). These examples
show what caused the zookeepers to be concerned and how they confirmed their
suspicions.

Question 1,iSSTamel eoB nt 2

How did the zookeepers learn that Alaska was deaf? Support
your answer with details from the article.

USUdly when  the zooleapa  calls  an
arn zals pame _theiw  Cars  tw.eh, 14/-?s/<4

CM/) ‘1‘ bt/dqé.Thev weqf o do  a
ﬂ'fé//((]/ ILCC/ on /7(‘/ ({/'!d / e
pedical  fest p/ow’c/ She  .e<$ da,

Scoring Notes: This response fulfills all the requirements of the task. The details given
are text-based andrelevant,( & hei r ear s t wi c h)).InAhisaentknae, d

thest udent refers to Aani malsod instead of
case, we are able to understand the implied meaning, so it is acceptable. Additionally,
fimedical tests proved she was deafd i s a based ant elgvant to the task.
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Quetsi on 1, Bampde Eoint 1
How did the zookeepers learn that Alaska was deaf? Support
your answer with details from the article.

The zakeepers sqw that Alaska's ear
never twitcthed when They called
her\his  NamMeE like_mest polar

Déears.

Scoring Notes: This response fulfills some of the requirements of the task, but the
information provided only partially answers the question. While it does correctly identify
one of the ways the zookeepers were alerted to Alaska being different (The zookeepers
saw that Alaskads ears never twitched wh
bears.), it does not explain what zookeepers did with this information to prove Alaska
was deaf.

Quest i Daxmpl,ieSchor e Poi nt 1
How did the zookeepers learn that Alaska was deaf? Support
your answer with details from the article.

f\\adical tests Proved Ghe
was deadf.

Scoring Notes: This response fulfills some of the requirements of the task. The detalil is
not fully developed (Medical tests proved she was deaf.). While this statement is true,
additional support is needed to know how the zookeepers knew to order medical tests for
Al askads hearing.
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Question 1,iSsamel ok nt 0
How did the zookeepers learn that Alaska was deaf? Support
yoyr answer with details from the article.

{ lpow Als ﬂgﬂ *Jaf

f’

M

. L \(cuSs:

Scoring Notes: This response does not fulfill the requirements of the task. The details
provided are not relevant or connected to the question (¢ Al aande lived in a Circus.).
While the student selected details from the text, these details do not answer the

question.

Question l1,iSsampepl okFnt O
How did the zookeepers learn that Alaska was deaf? Support
your answer with details from the article.

Th wil found
OU7E | wo.s deaf
eCouse Y ast  Deovs
cO0S Ty when They
h(i‘(\f ¢ b()d NOISCq

Scoring Notes: This response does not fulfill the requirements of the task because it
contains incomplete information. While the student correctly identifies a detail from the
p a s s a grmst lfears ears twich when they here a loud noise.), it does not explain
why the detail is relevant or c¢ éadmatwvich)e d
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ltem #2
Constructed-Response
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Constructed-Response
Reading: Non-Fiction

Question 2

2. How was training Alaska different from training other animals? Support your
answer with details from the article.

Top-Score Response:

With training other animals that can hear, zookeepers use a clicker to make a noise when the animal responds
correctly. Since Alaska could not hear, but could see, they used a tiny flashlight instead. Zookeepers would
flash the light two times and throw her a sardine when Alaska responded correctly. Alaska trained by her sense
of sight (flashlight) while other animals trained by their sense of hearing (clicker).

Note: The top-score response demonstrates a performance that exceeds the expectations of what is required
to receive two points. The top-score response contains multiple pieces of text-based information and support
drawn from the reading passage that accompanied this item, many elements of which students typically use in
their responses to receive two points.

Pagel4 of 58



Question 2,iSSamegl oA nt 2

How was training Alaska different from training other animals?
Support your answer with details from the article.

Y Neat \y S0
h(l +0 ﬂ%uf 0.0) OWéthia e
, , N
VU 0 m.n A, DC h' DT TTA
\ 4
o) n O \ g Y D&Y,

e

Scoring Notes: This response fulfills all the requirements of the task. The details given,
explain how Alaska is trained differently from other animals using relevant, text-based
examples(é nor mally they use a clicker to mak
and,(ét hey started wusing a light to train

Question 2,iSSamel €eoB nt 2

How was training Alaska different from training other animals?
Support your answer with details from the article.

Trs  Aivirent  because  She
Aﬁ_dﬁﬂg‘_aﬁd_mm_‘lmi
~hove o 0 a Yashlgot ineved
.g&" O Choken

Scoring Notes: This response fulfills all the requirements of the task. The details

given, explain how Alaska is trained differently from other animals using relevant, text-
basedexamples(I t 6s di fferent éhend@u deyshavies t a4
flashlight instead of a clicker.).

Pagel5 of 58



Question 2,iSSamel #oC nt
How was training Alaska different from training other animals?
Support your answer with details from the article.

1t Spe  )id Some +hry

1 }’\0

Scoring Notes: This response fulfills some of the requirements of the task. The detalil
given is not fully devel oped. The shinfingltai n
f | a s hid diffgrdnt from training other animals in order to get full credit.

Question 2,iSSamel €obnt 1

How was training Alaska different from training other animals?
Support your answer with details from the article.

[ 1 \\\L} that Heinune Abshe 5 AFFerert fom 16,0
other an va |5 The in:; e 20NCepers fred ﬂfmq\/
Plush wgee: ey held m ool on dwe @14 of a sticK.
the fevd dsa says When olaska Yeuched ave Gall fhay
bould e her o Sardae OS o Cedard  Ths preves fhat

N o Afkereny £H00 Aony oter gaimels

Scoring Notes: This response fulfills some of the requirements of the task. The details
given,(ézookeepers triedandé& whiemy afllaasskhal itgohutc.h e
would give her a sardine as a reward.), do not explain how this is different from training
other animals.
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Question 2,iSsamel oknt O

How was training Alaska different from training other animals?
Support your answer with details from the article.

Olosh

WWLW

Scoring Notes: This response does not fulfill the requirements of the task. The details
given are incomplete. While Alaska was able to fhold out her paw,0this detail is
irrelevant and does not explain how she is different from training other animals.

Quest i Daampl,jeScFor e Point 0

How was training Alaska different from training other animals?
Support your answer with details from the article.

Wear becaus<e she waol alea‘r

ind Ve zoo\neppel¢ didnt
\anow haw Yo wocla with
()\egﬁ-&’an:malsy,«ﬁ \ilnT A\m\m,

Scoring Notes: This response does not fulfill the requirements of the task. The

details provided are incomplete and incorrect. While the passage does say that the
zookeepers have never worked with a deaf polar bear,itdoesn ot s ay itdind
know how to work with deaf animals jus
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ltem #3
Constructed-Response
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Constructed-Response
Reading: Non-Fiction

Question 3

3. How does the author use the sections “"Working with a Deaf Bear” and
“Flashlight Game"” to organize the article? Support your answer with details
from the article.

Top-Score Response:

In the first section, zookeepers learned that they were A Wor ki ng wi t twhea they ecalifed Blaskar 0
could not hear and then proved it through medical tests. Once zookeepers realized they had a deaf polar bear,

they had to train her differently. In the second section, zookeepers learned how to train Alaska with the

AFl ashlight Gameo by flashing a flashlight two ti mes

Note: The top-score response demonstrates a performance that exceeds the expectations of what is required
to receive two points. The top-score response contains multiple pieces of text-based information and support
drawn from the reading passage that accompanied this item, many elements of which students typically use in
their responses to receive two points.
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Q

uestion 3,iSSamel €oAnt 2

How does the author use the sections “"Working with a Deaf
Bear” and “Flashlight Game” to organize the article? Support
your answer with details from the article.

.

—

.\J°T‘(\md w:H ed{\ Btdr’ 4“\6)’

|~

—

i q1l A\std \Nds cq#-
N—ﬁl:i ﬁ:“ (10 (( \‘\NG\ CAJ
n‘zd‘ Qu ASC d <nd db |q dn

ohd S‘\L\'\ +0 rO|h3COMmdm‘[ ne.x.

Scoring Notes: This response fulfills all the requirements of the task. The information

provided helps to explain how the sections are organized (I n, A Wor ki ng Vv
Bear o0 they had to diascawarfed Iltnhati FAlaadhk
they could use a small fla)shlightéto tr

Question 3,iSSamel €eoB nt 2

How does the author use the sections “"Working with a Deaf
Bear” and “Flashlight Game” to organize the article? Support
your inswer with details from the article.

) r oryan,xd ihe

wo Secfo"’f by puhrg fhe infor-

maktion about how tHhey found gt

haska s deaf it st “park

Then she Puf how ﬂ’e/ /’)mde Nad:a

\,/pd wr”? ‘H\e /mme/ir /n/A Mi’

Scoring Notes: This response fulfills some of the requirements of the task. The
information given is relevant to the task and explains how the sections are organized in
sequenti al orfisepartd recadondfimart.toh eWhii | e t he stou
name the titles of each section, the information provided clearly identifies and explains the
purpose of each section.
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Queison 3, SiaStpolree Poi nt 1

How does the author use the sections "Working with a Deaf
Bear” and “"Flashlight Game"” to organize the article? Support
your answer with details from the article.

How the outhor uéz the

Section "Morking with o dea £
Dear ¥ Oﬂd\\rloshl?sh‘l' 3ome” 79
\\\derhtﬁa Wwith o deat beor”
‘\'cl\ bbw the Z oo Ke.ePe.rs found
outr thot Alsk o wuax de of o

Scoring Notes: This response fulfills some of the requirements of the task. The information
given only partially explains how the sections are organized. While the response provides a
description of #AWorkKteg!| whol & h oerd bubtBakldaskp ¢

was deaf.),t he writing provides no explanation f

Question 3,iSSamel oD nt 1

Scoring Notes: This response fulfills some of the requirements of the task. The
information provided only partially explains how the sections are organized. While the
description of AFI asfhilFi gbh|l Gagaméo giameac ¢
did train Alaska with the disadility.), the description of the other section is inaccurate
(AWorking wipdwl ar de@aar 0 was about how t1}
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