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Introduction 

The ISTEP+ Spring 2016 test was administered to Indiana students in Grades 3-8 and 10.  The test 
included two parts: Part 1 was given in March, and Part 2 took place in late April and early May. Part 
1 contained Applied Skills test questions (also referred to as open-ended items) that were hand 
scored by trained evaluators, and Part 2 was machine scored. Scores for Part 1 and Part 2 are 
combined to generate a studentôs total score. 
 
Test results, as well as images of the Applied Skills student responses, are available online, and 
schools are expected to discuss results with parents and students. As a springboard for these 
conversations and to serve as a resource for teachers, the Indiana Department of Education has 
created this document, which consists of the following: 
 

Å  a brief description of the types of questions on the test 
 

Å  a short summary of scoring rules utilized by the trained evaluators 
 

Å  a copy of the rubricsðor scoring guidesðused by evaluators to score student responses 
 

Å  a copy of the released Applied Skills questions (ñreleasedò means the items are posted on 
the web and are no longer secure; therefore, the released test items can be discussed and 
used with students as future practice items) 

 

Å  anchor papersðor sample student responsesðused by evaluators to distinguish between 
score points 

 
Notes:  
 
ü The Part 1 open-ended questions are released when test results are made available.  

 

ü It is important to keep in mind that the majority of a studentôs score is calculated from items in 
Part 2.  Since Part 2 items are secure and are not released, they are not included in this 
document. 
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Question Types 

 

This document addresses questions from ISTEP+ Part 1.  Students demonstrate their knowledge and 
understanding by responding to items that are open-ended, providing written responses in a short-
answer or essay-type format.   
 
Part 1 consists of the following test question types: Constructed-Response (CR), Extended-Response 
(ER), and a Writing Prompt (WP).   Item types vary by subject area.  Math, Science, and Social 
Studies include CR and ER items.  English/Language Arts includes CR and WP test questions. 
 

 

Scoring  

 

The questions on ISTEP+ Part 1 are scored by evaluators who must have a four-year college degree 
and pass a series of qualifying tests.  Prior to scoring student responses, evaluators receive 
extensive training to ensure that student responses are scored accurately and consistently.  
 
For Part 1 of ISTEP+, each question is scored according to a rubric, or scoring guide. Rubrics clearly 
define the requirements for each score point. A set of student responses representing all of the score 
points on a rubric are selected as samplesðcalled anchor papersðand are used as clear examples 
of specific score points. Anchor papers are presented within this document.  
 
 

ISTEP+ Part 1: English/Language Arts  

Question Type 

Score 
Reporting 
Categories 

Scoring Method 

Constructed-Response (CR) Reading 
2-pt. CR Rubric 
(Grades 3-8, 10) 

Writing Prompt (WP) Writing 

6-pt. Writing 
Applications Rubric         
(Grades 3-4, 5-8, 10)                 

4-pt. Language 
Conventions Rubric          
(Grades 3-4, 5-8, 10)   
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If a studentôs response is unable to be scored, it is assigned one of the following condition codes: 
 

A    Blank/No Response/Refusal 
B    Illegible 
C    Written predominantly in a language other than English 
D    Insufficient response/Copied from text 
E    Response not related to test questions or scoring rule (not applied to  
          Mathematics questions) 

 
 
More information is available regarding assessment topics on the Office of Student Assessment 

homepage at http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment
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English/Language Arts 

Constructed-Response Items 

  

Session One, English/Language Arts, contains a reading comprehension task. This task allows the 
students to demonstrate their understanding and comprehension of nonfiction or literary text. The 
reading comprehension task consists of one passage and three constructed-response (CR) 
questions. Because this is a reading comprehension task, all of the information students need to 
answer the questions correctly is contained in the text. All responses should be based on information 
from the text and will be scored for reading comprehension only. The following pages display the CR 
questions.  

An example of a top-score response is provided for each CR question.  The top-score response 
demonstrates a performance that exceeds the expectations of what is required to receive two points. 
The top-score response contains multiple pieces of text-based information and support drawn from 
the reading passage that accompanied this item, many elements of which students typically use in 
their responses to receive two points. 

Each CR question is followed by sample student responses, called anchor papers. The anchor 
papers are accompanied by explanations of the score points received.  

  
 

 

English/ Language Arts  

2-point Constructed-Response (CR) Rubric 

 
2 points  Proficient  

The response fulfills all the requirements of the task. The information given is text-based 
and relevant to the task.  
 

1 point  Partially Proficient  
The response fulfills some of the requirements of the task, but some of the information 
may be too general, too simplistic, or not supported by the text.  
 

0 point  Not Proficient  
The response does not fulfill the requirements of the task because it contains 
information that is inaccurate, incomplete, and/or missing altogether.  
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Passage 
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Item #1 

Constructed-Response 
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Constructed-Response 

Reading: Non-Fiction 

 

Question 1 

 

 

Top-Score Response: 

Zookeepers tried throwing a chunk of ice filled with fruit into the pool to make a loud sound and even called out 
ñAlaska!ò but she didnôt wake up. ñNormally a bearôs ears twitch when you call its name or make loud noises. 
Alaska didnôt budge.ò When zookeepers realized she could not hear, they performed medical tests and proved 
Alaska was deaf. 
 
Note: The top-score response demonstrates a performance that exceeds the expectations of what is required 
to receive two points. The top-score response contains multiple pieces of text-based information and support 
drawn from the reading passage that accompanied this item, many elements of which students typically use in 
their responses to receive two points. 
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Question 1, Sample A ï Score Point 2 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Question 1, Sample B ï Score Point 2 

 

 

 

  

 

Scoring Notes:  This response fulfills all the requirements of the task. The details given 

are text-based and relevant, (éone zookeeper kept calling her name but Alaska kept on 

napping. Tests proved to the zookeepers that Alaska was truly deaf.). These examples 

show what caused the zookeepers to be concerned and how they confirmed their 

suspicions.  

 

Scoring Notes:  This response fulfills all the requirements of the task. The details given 

are text-based and relevant, (étheir ears twich, Alaska didnôt budge.). In this sentence, 

the student refers to ñanimalsò instead of ñbearsò as indicated in the passage. In this 

case, we are able to understand the implied meaning, so it is acceptable. Additionally, 

ñmedical tests proved she was deafò is also text- based and relevant to the task.  
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Question 1, Sample C ï Score Point 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Question 1, Sample D ï Score Point 1 

 

 

 

 

Scoring Notes:  This response fulfills some of the requirements of the task, but the 

information provided only partially answers the question. While it does correctly identify 

one of the ways the zookeepers were alerted to Alaska being different (The zookeepers 

saw that Alaskaôs ears never twitched when they called her/his name like most polar 

bears.), it does not explain what zookeepers did with this information to prove Alaska 

was deaf. 

Scoring Notes:  This response fulfills some of the requirements of the task. The detail is 

not fully developed (Medical tests proved she was deaf.). While this statement is true, 

additional support is needed to know how the zookeepers knew to order medical tests for 

Alaskaôs hearing.  
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Question 1, Sample E ï Score Point 0 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Question 1, Sample F ï Score Point 0 

 

 

 

 

Scoring Notes:  This response does not fulfill the requirements of the task because it 

contains incomplete information. While the student correctly identifies a detail from the 

passage (émost bears ears twich when they here a loud noise.), it does not explain 

why the detail is relevant or connected to the question (Alaskaôs ears did not twitch).  

Scoring Notes:  This response does not fulfill the requirements of the task. The details 

provided are not relevant or connected to the question (éAlask once lived in a Circus.).  

While the student selected details from the text, these details do not answer the 

question.   
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Item #2 

Constructed-Response 
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Constructed-Response 

Reading: Non-Fiction 

 
Question 2

 

 

   

Top-Score Response: 

With training other animals that can hear, zookeepers use a clicker to make a noise when the animal responds 

correctly. Since Alaska could not hear, but could see, they used a tiny flashlight instead. Zookeepers would 

flash the light two times and throw her a sardine when Alaska responded correctly. Alaska trained by her sense 

of sight (flashlight) while other animals trained by their sense of hearing (clicker).  

Note: The top-score response demonstrates a performance that exceeds the expectations of what is required 
to receive two points. The top-score response contains multiple pieces of text-based information and support 
drawn from the reading passage that accompanied this item, many elements of which students typically use in 
their responses to receive two points. 
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Question 2, Sample A ï Score Point 2 

 

 

 

 

 

Question 2, Sample B ï Score Point 2 

 

  

 

 

Scoring Notes:  This response fulfills all the requirements of the task. The details given, 

explain how Alaska is trained differently from other animals using relevant, text-based 

examples (énormally they use a clicker to make do things but Alaska couldnôt hear it) 

and, (éthey started using a light to train her.).  

Scoring Notes:  This response fulfills all the requirements of the task. The details 

given, explain how Alaska is trained differently from other animals using relevant, text-

based examples (Itôs different because she is deafé) and (éthey have to use a 

flashlight instead of a clicker.). 
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Question 2, Sample C ï Score Point 1 

   

 

 

 

 

Question 2, Sample D ï Score Point 1 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Scoring Notes:  This response fulfills some of the requirements of the task. The detail 

given is not fully developed. The writing would need to further explain how ñshin(ing) a 

flashlightò is different from training other animals in order to get full credit.  

Scoring Notes:  This response fulfills some of the requirements of the task. The details 

given, (ézookeepers tried a tiny flashlight.) and (éwhen alaska touched the ball thay 

would give her a sardine as a reward.), do not explain how this is different from training 

other animals.  
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Question 2, Sample E ï Score Point 0 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Question 2, Sample F ï Score Point 0 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scoring Notes:  This response does not fulfill the requirements of the task. The details 

given are incomplete. While Alaska was able to ñhold out her paw,ò this detail is 

irrelevant and does not explain how she is different from training other animals.  

Scoring Notes:  This response does not fulfill the requirements of the task. The 

details provided are incomplete and incorrect. While the passage does say that the 

zookeepers have never worked with a deaf polar bear, it does not say they, ñdidnôt 

know how to work with deaf animals just like Alaska.ò  



Page 18 of 58 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Item #3 

Constructed-Response 
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Constructed-Response 

Reading: Non-Fiction 

 

Question 3 

 

Top-Score Response: 

In the first section, zookeepers learned that they were ñWorking with a Deaf Bearò when they realized Alaska 

could not hear and then proved it through medical tests. Once zookeepers realized they had a deaf polar bear, 

they had to train her differently. In the second section, zookeepers learned how to train Alaska with the 

ñFlashlight Gameò by flashing a flashlight two times and then given her with a sardine. 

Note: The top-score response demonstrates a performance that exceeds the expectations of what is required 
to receive two points. The top-score response contains multiple pieces of text-based information and support 
drawn from the reading passage that accompanied this item, many elements of which students typically use in 
their responses to receive two points. 
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Question 3, Sample A ï Score Point 2 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Question 3, Sample B ï Score Point 2 

 
 

 

 

Scoring Notes:  This response fulfills all the requirements of the task. The information 

provided helps to explain how the sections are organized (In, ñWorking with a Deaf 

Bearò they had to discovered that Alaska was deaf. In, ñFlashlight Gameò they learned 

they could use a small flashlightéto train & command her.). 

Scoring Notes:  This response fulfills some of the requirements of the task. The 

information given is relevant to the task and explains how the sections are organized in 

sequential order, noting the ñfirst partò and ñsecond part.ò While the student does not 

name the titles of each section, the information provided clearly identifies and explains the 

purpose of each section.  
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Question 3, Sample C ï Score Point 1 

 

  

 

 

 

Question 3, Sample D ï Score Point 1 

 

 

 

 

 

Scoring Notes:  This response fulfills some of the requirements of the task. The information 

given only partially explains how the sections are organized. While the response provides a 

description of ñWorking with a Deaf Bear,ò (étell how the Zoo keepers found out that Alaska 

was deaf.), the writing provides no explanation for the ñFlashlight Game.ò 

 

Scoring Notes:  This response fulfills some of the requirements of the task. The 

information provided only partially explains how the sections are organized. While the 

description of ñFlashlight Gameò is accurate, (ñFlashlight gameò was about how they 

did train Alaska with the disadility.), the description of the other section is inaccurate 

(ñWorking with a deaf polar bearò was about how they trained Alaska with her 

disability.).  


