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Introduction 

The ISTEP+ Spring 2016 test was administered to Indiana students in Grades 3-8 and 
10.  The test included two parts: Part 1 was given in March, and Part 2 took place in late 
April and early May. Part 1 contained Applied Skills test questions (also referred to as 
open-ended items) that were hand scored by trained evaluators, and Part 2 was 
machine scored. Scores for Part 1 and Part 2 are combined to generate a student’s total 
score. 
 
Test results, as well as images of the Applied Skills student responses, are available 
online, and schools are expected to discuss results with parents and students. As a 
springboard for these conversations and to serve as a resource for teachers, the 
Indiana Department of Education has created this document, which consists of the 
following: 
 

•  a brief description of the types of questions on the test 
 

•  a short summary of scoring rules utilized by the trained evaluators 
 

•  a copy of the rubrics—or scoring guides—used by evaluators to score student 
responses 

 

•  a copy of the released Applied Skills questions (“released” means the items 
are posted on the web and are no longer secure; therefore, the released test 
items can be discussed and used with students as future practice items) 

 

•  anchor papers—or sample student responses—used by evaluators to 
distinguish between score points 

 
Notes:  
 

 The Part 1 open-ended questions are released when test results are made 
available.  
 

 It is important to keep in mind that the majority of a student’s score is calculated 
from items in Part 2.  Since Part 2 items are secure and are not released, they 
are not included in this document. 
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Question Types 

 

This document addresses questions from ISTEP+ Part 1.  Students demonstrate their 
knowledge and understanding by responding to items that are open-ended, providing 
written responses in a short-answer or essay-type format.   
 
Part 1 consists of the following test question types: Constructed-Response (CR), 
Extended-Response (ER), and a Writing Prompt (WP).   Item types vary by subject 
area.  Math, Science, and Social Studies include CR and ER items.  English/Language 
Arts includes CR and WP test questions. 
 

 

Scoring  

 

The questions on ISTEP+ Part 1 are scored by evaluators who must have a four-year 
college degree and pass a series of qualifying tests.  Prior to scoring student responses, 
evaluators receive extensive training to ensure that student responses are scored 
accurately and consistently.  
 
For Part 1 of ISTEP+, each question is scored according to a rubric, or scoring guide. 
Rubrics clearly define the requirements for each score point. A set of student responses 
representing all of the score points on a rubric are selected as samples—called anchor 
papers—and are used as clear examples of specific score points. Anchor papers are 
presented within this document.  
 
 

ISTEP+ Part 1: Social Studies  

Question Type 

Score 
Reporting 
Categories 

Scoring Method 

Constructed-Response (CR) 

History 
Civics and 

Government 
Geography 
Economics 

2-pt. CR Rubric 
(Grades 5 and 7) 

Extended Response (ER) 

History 
Civics and 

Government 
Geography 
Economics 

4-pt. ER Rubric          
(Grades 5 and 7)   
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If a student’s response is unable to be scored, it is assigned one of the following 
condition codes: 
 

A    Blank/No Response/Refusal 
B    Illegible 
C    Written predominantly in a language other than English 
D    Insufficient response/Copied from text 
E    Response not related to test questions or scoring rule (not applied to  
          Mathematics questions) 

 
 
More information is available regarding assessment topics on the Office of Student 

Assessment homepage at http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment
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Item #1 
Constructed-Response
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Question 1: Civics and Government  
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Rubric 
 
2 points Two key elements 
1 points One key element  
0 points Other  
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Question 1 – Sample A – Score Point 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scoring Notes: The response contains two different ways the governments protect the 

rights of their citizens (Gandhi used nonviolence to protect the citizen’s rights) (rubric 

bullet 1 – protect minorities) and (improve the lives of especially the poor) (rubric bullet 5 – 

ensure that citizens’ basic needs are met). This response receives two points for two 

correct key elements. 
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Question 1 – Sample B – Score Point 2 

 
 
 
 
 

Scoring Notes: The response contains two different ways the governments 

protect the rights of their citizens (do anything to protect the muslims from any 

attacks) (rubric bullet 3 – protect citizens with their own lives) and (work 

together to improve the poor and the lives of their society) (rubric bullet 5 – 

ensure that citizens’ basic needs are met). This response receives two points 

for two correct key elements. 
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Question 1 – Sample C – Score Point 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Scoring Notes: The response contains one incorrect way and one correct way 
the governments protect the rights of their citizens. The first statement is 
incorrect and does not receive credit (congressmen and citizens should protect 
each other). This representation of Gandhi’s views is too broad. The point was 
not citizens protecting each other but the government protecting minorities. The 
second statement is correct (the government should provide basic needs for 
the citizens) (rubric bullet 5 – ensure that citizens’ basic needs are met). This 
response receives one point for one correct key element.   
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Question 1 – Sample D – Score Point 1 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Scoring Notes: The response contains one incorrect way and one correct way 
the governments protect the rights of their citizens. The first statement is 
incorrect and does not receive credit (by steadily changing for the better). This 
statement is too broad to receive credit. The second statement is correct 
(protected the rights of their citizens by giving them acess to simple necessities) 
(rubric bullet 5 – ensure that citizens’ basic needs are met). This response 
receives one point for one correct key element. 
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Question 1 – Sample E – Score Point 0 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Scoring Notes: The response does not contain any ways the governments 

protect the rights of their citizens. The statements (more bigger and better 

military) and (more better security) are not based on the quotations and cannot 

receive credit. This response receives zero points for zero correct key 

elements. 
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Question 1 – Sample F – Score Point 0 

 
 
 
 

Scoring Notes: The response does not contain any ways the governments 

protect the rights of their citizens. The statements (Stop killing people and start 

treating them like people) and (Believe in change…) are not based on the 

quotations and cannot receive credit. This response receives zero points for 

zero correct key elements. 
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Item #2 
Constructed-Response
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Question 2: History 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

Page 16 of 56 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Page 17 of 56 
 

 

 
 
 
Rubric 
 
2 points Correct comparisons of the civilizations based on two of the listed   
  characteristics 
1 points A correct comparison of the civilizations based on one of the listed   
  characteristics 
0 points Other  
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Question 2 – Sample A – Score Point 2 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Scoring Notes: The response contains two correct comparisons, which include (Government: 

both have a king) and (Religion: both beleive in many gods). This response receives two 

points for two correct key elements. 
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Question 2 – Sample B – Score Point 2 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Scoring Notes: The response contains at least two correct comparisons, including (Scientific 

achievements: Both…made water canals for erigation and…ways to heal from sickness [two 

correct responses]) and (Writing: both made the first cet of writting). The reference to 

(cunaiform) is incidental. This response receives two points for two correct key elements. 
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Question 2 – Sample C – Score Point 1 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Scoring Notes: The response contains one correct and one incorrect comparison. The 

correct comparison is (Writing: Both had a writing system that consisted of 

symbols/pictures), and the incorrect comparison is (religion: they were both monothiestic).  

This response receives one point for one correct key element. 

This response receives one point for one correct key element. 
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Question 2 – Sample D – Score Point 1 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Scoring Notes: The response contains one correct and one incorrect comparison. The 

correct comparison is (Scientific achievements: The both founded irragation), and the 

incorrect comparison is (Government: They both were on different rivers so they both had 

the Govt.). This response receives one point for one correct key element. 
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Question 2 – Sample E – Score Point 0 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scoring Notes: The response does not contain a correct comparison. One incorrect 

comparison is (Government: They are both river valleys). This information is in the prompt 

and also does not fit with one of the four listed characteristics. Another incorrect 

comparison is (Scientific achievements: both ancient civizations). Similar to the above, 

this information is in the prompt and also does not fit with one of the four listed 

characteristics. This response receives zero points for zero correct key elements. 
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Question 2 – Sample F – Score Point 0 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Scoring Notes: The response does not contain a correct comparison. Incorrect comparisons 

include (Religion: Religion is a person’s belief and these other two are rivers) and (Writing: 

You can write about these two rivers). This response receives zero points for zero correct 

key elements. 
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Item #3 
Constructed-Response
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Question 3: Geography 
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Rubric: 
 
2 points Two key elements 
1 points One key element     
0 points Other 
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Question 3 – Sample A – Score Point 2 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scoring Notes: The response contains two correct ways the unequal distribution of natural 

resources has affected countries in Africa (It has caused war) (rubric bullet 5) and (causes 

great poverty) (rubric bullet 2). This response receives two points for two correct key 

elements. 
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Question 3 – Sample B – Score Point 2 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scoring Notes: The response contains two correct ways the unequal distribution of natural 

resources has affected countries in Africa (Half of Africa is poor) (rubric bullet 2) and (Half of 

the country has less population) (rubric bullet 3 – uneven population distribution). This 

response receives two points for two correct key elements. 
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Question 3 – Sample C – Score Point 1 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Scoring Notes: The response contains one correct way the unequal distribution of natural 

resources has affected countries in Africa (Some countries…have more money) (rubric bullet 

1 – unequal distribution of income). The second way offered by the response is not correct 

(there is no oil in the very bottom countries), as it describes the map – not an effect on 

African countries. This response receives one point for one correct key element. 
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Question 3 – Sample D – Score Point 1 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Scoring Notes: The response contains one correct way the unequal distribution of natural 

resources has affected countries in Africa (a lot of countries are poor…have poor 

economies) (rubric bullet 2 - poverty). The second way offered by the response is not correct 

(There is not as many plentiful resources as there used to be), as the map represents only 

one year (2008) and hence this comparison over time cannot be drawn from the information 

on the map. This response receives one point for one correct key element. 

 



 

Page 31 of 56 
 

 
 
Question 3 – Sample E – Score Point 0 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Scoring Notes: The response does not contain a correct way the unequal distribution of 

natural resources has affected countries in Africa. The statements in the response describe 

two resources on the map but no effects on the countries of Africa (unequal distribution of 

natural resources are uranium) and (unequal distribution of natural resources is Copper).  

This response receives zero points for zero correct key elements. 
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Question 3 – Sample F – Score Point 0 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scoring Notes: The response does not contain a correct way the unequal distribution of 

natural resources has affected countries in Africa. The statements in the response identify 

two resources represented on the map (Gold) and (Oil) but no effects on the countries of 

Africa. This response receives zero points for zero correct key elements. 
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Item #4 
Extended-Response
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Question 4: Economics 
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Rubric: 
 
4 points Two key elements for Part 1 and two key elements for Part 2 
 

3 points Two key elements for part 1 and one key element for Part 2 OR One key element 
  for Part 1 and two key elements for Part 2 
 

2 points  Two key elements for Part 1 and no key elements for Part 2 OR no key elements  
  for Part 1 and two key elements for Part 2 OR one key element for each part 
 

1 points One key element for Part 1 OR one key element for Part 2 
  

O points Other 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Page 37 of 56 
 

Question 4 – Sample A – Score Point 4 
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Question 3 – Sample B – Score Point 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scoring Notes: The response for Task 1 contains three correct ways the standard of living of 

countries with a higher GDP per capita may differ from the standard of living of countries 

with a lower GDP per capita (people are healthier and wealthier), (rubric bullets health and 

wealth) and (a wider variety of higher paying jobs) (rubric bullet wealth). The response for 

Task 2 contains three correct actions that a country with a low GDP per capita might take to 

increase its GDP per capita (build more schools to promote higher education), (rubric bullet 

education) and (start more businesses so more people can have jobs) (rubric bullets 

promote business and create jobs). Promoting business reflects bullets such as lowering 

taxes, building infrastructure, better transportation, etc. Overall, this response receives four 

points for four correct key elements. 
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Question 4 – Sample B – Score Point 4 
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Scoring Notes: The response for Task 1 contains two correct ways the standard of living of 

countries with a higher GDP per capita may differ from the standard of living of countries 

with a lower GDP per capita (means more jobs) (rubric bullet other reasonable response) 

and (might have cleaner water) (rubric bullet sanitation system). The response for Task 2 

contains two correct actions that a country with a low GDP per capita might take to increase 

its GDP per capita (create more jobs) (rubric bullet create jobs) and (find a mineral deposit or 

oil) (rubric bullet explore for natural resources). Overall, this response receives four points 

for four correct key elements. 

 

 



 

Page 41 of 56 
 

Question 4 – Sample C – Score Point 3 
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Question 3 – Sample B – Score Point 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scoring Notes: The response for Task 1 contains two correct ways the standard of living of 

countries with a higher GDP per capita may differ from the standard of living of countries 

with a lower GDP per capita (have a better school system) (rubric bullet education system) 

and (lower may not have a good transportation system) (rubric bullet transportation). The 

rubric scoring note allows credit for describing the opposite of a key element as it relates to a 

low GDP per capita country instead of a high income country. The response for Task 2 

contains one correct action and one incorrect action that a country with a low GDP per capita 

might take to increase its GDP per capita. The correct action is (Sell with other contries for 

money) (rubric bullet trade). Sell with other contries [countries] can be accepted to mean 

trade with other countries. The incorrect action is (fire unneed people). For a country to fire 

people to raise its per capita GDP is not a realistic action. Overall, this response receives 

three points for three correct key elements. 
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Question 4 – Sample D – Score Point 3 
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Question 3 – Sample B – Score Point 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scoring Notes: The response for Task 1 contains one correct way the standard of living of 

countries with a higher GDP per capita may differ from the standard of living of countries 

with a lower GDP per capita. The correct way is (People are richer) (rubric bullet wealth).  

The statement (People are poorer in worse GDP) (rubric bullet wealth and scoring note) is 

technically a correct way, however, it is essentially the same as above, so no additional 

credit is given. The response for Task 2 contains two correct actions that a country with a 

low GDP per capita might take to increase its GDP per capita (Manufacture more) (reflects 

several rubric bullets related to promoting and supporting business activity) and (get more 

jobs) (rubric bullet create jobs). Overall, this response receives three points for three correct 

key elements. 
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Question 4 – Sample E – Score Point 2 
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Question 3 – Sample B – Score Point 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scoring Notes: The response for Task 1 contains one correct way and one incorrect way the 

standard of living of countries with a higher GDP per capita may differ from the standard of 

living of countries with a lower GDP per capita. The correct way is (may have more money) 

(rubric bullet wealth). The incorrect way is (may be focusing on other things than GDP), as 

this does not describe how standards of living may differ between low and high per capita 

GDP countries. The response for Task 2 contains one correct action and one incorrect 

action that a country with a low GDP per capita might take to increase its GDP per capita.  

The correct action is (They can make more factories) (reflects several rubric bullets related 

to promoting and supporting business activity – see A1 and A4 above). The incorrect action 

is (save their money). For credit, the response needs to go one step further and refer to 

increased investment. Overall, this response receives two points for two correct key 

elements. 
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Question 4 – Sample F – Score Point 2 
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Question 3 – Sample B – Score Point 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scoring Notes: The response for Task 1 contains one correct way and one incorrect way the 

standard of living of countries with a higher GDP per capita may differ from the standard of 

living of countries with a lower GDP per capita. The correct way is (Countries with lower 

GDP, probly have less valuble stuff) (rubric bullet greater wealth). The rubric scoring note 

allows credit for describing the opposite of a key element as it relates to a low GDP per 

capita country instead of a high income country. The incorrect way is (Countries with higher 

GDP, probly have nicer personal things). This reflects the same bullet as the first way given 

in the response (greater wealth), so it cannot receive credit. The response for Task 2 

contains one correct action and one incorrect action that a country with a low GDP per capita 

might take to increase its GDP per capita. The correct action is (They could trade with other 

countries) (rubric bullet trade). The incorrect action is (They could sell to other countries). 

This reflects the same bullet as the first action given in the response (trade), so it cannot 

receive credit. Overall, this response receives two points for two correct key elements. 
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Question 4 – Sample G – Score Point 1 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Page 50 of 56 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Question 3 – Sample B – Score Point 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Scoring Notes: The response for Task 1 contains one correct way and one incorrect way the 

standard of living of countries with a higher GDP per capita may differ from the standard of 

living of countries with a lower GDP per capita. The correct way is (people who live in higher 

GDP make more money) (rubric bullet wealth). The statement (People living in less GDP 

make less money) (rubric bullet wealth and scoring note) is technically a correct way, 

however, it is essentially the same as above, so no additional credit is given. The response 

for Task 2 contains two incorrect actions that a country with a low GDP per capita might take 

to increase its GDP per capita. The first incorrect action (move where they have a GDP) is 

not an action a country can take.  The second incorrect action (take over the country that has 

a high GDP) is not a realistic action a country might take. Overall, this response receives 

one point for one correct key element. 
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Question 4 – Sample H – Score Point 1 
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Question 3 – Sample B – Score Point 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scoring Notes: The response for Task 1 contains one correct way and one incorrect way the 

standard of living of countries with a higher GDP per capita may differ from the standard of 

living of countries with a lower GDP per capita. The correct way is (more clean water) (rubric 

bullet sanitation). The incorrect way is (Australia has more land…), as this is not a way 

standards of living differ. The response for Task 2 contains two incorrect actions that a 

country with a low GDP per capita might take to increase its GDP per capita, including (raise 

taxes) and (raise more money). Raising taxes and raising more money are not sufficient for 

credit. For raising taxes, the response needs to include how the new revenue would be used 

– infrastructure construction, improving sanitation, etc. For raising more money, the 

response needs more specificity as well for example, encourage foreign investment, invest 

in education, etc. Overall, this response receives one point for one correct key element. 
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Question 4 – Sample I – Score Point 0 
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Question 3 – Sample B – Score Point 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scoring Notes: The response for Task 1 contains zero correct ways the standard of living of 

countries with a higher GDP per capita may differ from the standard of living of countries 

with a lower GDP per capita, as the statements (lower their wants) and (focus on more 

needs) are incorrect. The response for Task 2 contains zero correct actions that a country 

with a low GDP per capita might take to increase its GDP per capita. The statement (try 

harder to get more money) would need more specificity about how to do this in order to 

receive credit (for example, encourage foreign investment, invest in education, etc.). The 

statement (try to maybe lower there standards) alone is not an action that would increase 

per capita GDP. Overall, this response receives zero points for zero correct key elements. 
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Question 4 – Sample J – Score Point 0 
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Question 3 – Sample B – Score Point 1 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scoring Notes: The response for Task 1 contains zero correct ways the standard of living of 

countries with a higher GDP per capita may differ from the standard of living of countries 

with a lower GDP per capita. The statements given simply repeat information provided in the 

table, so no credit can be awarded. The response for Task 2 contains zero correct actions 

that a country with a low GDP per capita might take to increase its GDP per capita.  These 

statements for Task 2 also simply repeat information provided in the table, so no credit can 

be awarded. Overall, this response receives zero points for zero correct key elements. 
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