
 

Dear Indiana Educators, 
 
 
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Indiana Journeys is currently the number one selling Common Core Reading Program in 
the country.  It is a research-based and validated program designed to meet the varied needs of Indiana students as 
they move toward the PARCC assessment. 
 
During the recent Indiana review, Journeys ©2012, Grades K-6, and Journeys ©2014, Grades K-4, were fully approved 
for adoption and Journeys ©2014, Grades 5-6, was listed as approved with reservations because Houghton Mifflin 
Harcourt didn’t provide sufficient evidence that we met three indicators listed under Phonics. The Indiana 
Department of Education has given us the opportunity to show the needed evidence to demonstrate that 
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Indiana Journeys fully meets the criteria.  
 
Here is our evidence: 
 

 To see specific evidence added to the appeal, see the Evidence column in the attached document, IN 

Publisher’s Comments and Evidence HMH Journeys. 

 

 For the three phonics items in question (17, 22, 23) at grades 5 and 6, the coverage is exactly the same in 

Journeys ©2012 (fully approved) and Journeys ©2014 (approved with reservations).  The attached charts, IN 

Grade 5 or 6 2012-2014 Phonics Lessons, show phonics lesson comparisons for both copyrights.   

 

 In addition, four lessons in Journeys ©2014, Grade 5, were enhanced to more closely align to the Common 

Core State Standards. Text was added that clearly shows the instruction includes a way for students to 

demonstrate their understanding at applying phonics to the connected text. See attached lessons, Grade 

5/Units 2, 3, 4/Lessons 7, 14, 16, 18, with red ovals around the added text. 

 

 Houghton Mifflin Harcourt provides every intermediate level teacher an Intermediate Literacy Tool Kit that 

includes 33 phonics lessons to further support the area of understanding and applying phonics to connected 

text.  The Tool Kit covers all of the Common Core phonics requirements and more. The attached Tool Kit 

lessons are examples of the Phonics and Word Study lessons along with additional Tool Kit information.  

 

Please invite us to your district to learn the many reasons why Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Indiana Journeys is the best 
choice for Indiana students.   
 
You can spend your state funds to purchase Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Indiana Journeys K-6.  The Indiana 
Department of Education encourages you to call or email them directly to confirm. 
 
 
 
Your Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Team 
 



	
  
	
  

In	
  order	
  to	
  appeal	
  the	
  ratings	
  provided	
  to	
  the	
  Department	
  of	
  Education	
  by	
  the	
  educator	
  review	
  teams,	
  please	
  complete	
  the	
  table	
  below	
  for	
  any	
  indicator	
  for	
  
which	
  your	
  program	
  received	
  a	
  score	
  of	
  “0.”	
  Indicators	
  that	
  received	
  a	
  “1”	
  or	
  “2”	
  will	
  not	
  be	
  reviewed	
  by	
  our	
  reconsideration	
  committee.	
  Additionally,	
  any	
  
appeal	
  that	
  is	
  not	
  supported	
  by	
  specific	
  evidence	
  and	
  the	
  source	
  of	
  this	
  evidence	
  will	
  not	
  be	
  considered.	
  If	
  you	
  need	
  additional	
  rows,	
  please	
  add	
  them	
  to	
  the	
  end	
  
of	
  the	
  table.	
  If	
  you	
  cite	
  any	
  evidence	
  from	
  documentation	
  that	
  was	
  not	
  provided	
  to	
  IDOE	
  or	
  the	
  original	
  reviewers,	
  please	
  include	
  this	
  documentation	
  with	
  your	
  
submission.	
  Please	
  return	
  these	
  documents	
  to	
  textbook@doe.in.gov	
  no	
  later	
  than	
  midnight	
  on	
  Friday,	
  September	
  21.	
  

Houghton	
  Mifflin	
  Harcourt/Journeys	
  Common	
  Core	
  ©2014/5th:	
  

Section Indicator Number Publisher Comments Evidence 
Example: Professional Development Example: #4 Example: Info not originally provided to reviewers Example: Customized options provided as noted in 

PD brochure attached. 
Phonics 17 Phonics instruction in Journeys Common Core is 

explicit and  follows a consistent instructional 
design—Teach/Model, Practice, Apply—in which 
phonic elements are taught first in isolation, then in 
decodable words, and finally in connected texts. 

See explicit instruction of advanced 
phonics skills in every lesson in Grade 
5.   
 
The following are examples of where 
students apply these skills in 
connected text.     
Grade 5/Unit 1/Lesson 4/T277  
Grade 5/Unit 2/Lesson 7/T125* 
Grade 5/Unit 2/Lesson 14/T277* 
Grade 5/Unit 4/Lesson 16/T45* 
Grade 5/Unit 4/Lesson 18/T195* 
Grade 5/ Unit 6/Lesson 29/T177 
 
*For easy reference, see lessons 
attached. 
 

Phonics 22 Advanced phonics strategies are applied to the 
anchor text, paired selection, and leveled readers 
in each lesson. Students have the opportunity to 
read and interpret familiar and unfamilar connected 
text.   

See Grade 5 Table of Contents for the 
anchor texts and the paired selections.                                                                
Leveled Readers are available on 
thinkcentral.com.   
 
Cold Reads allow students to apply 
advanced phonics strategies to 
unfamiliar connected text, these are 



	
  
available on thinkcentral.com.   
 
The following are examples of where 
students apply these skills in 
connected text.     
Grade 5/Unit 1/Lesson 4/T277  
Grade 5/Unit 2/Lesson 7/T125* 
Grade 5/Unit 2/Lesson 14/T277* 
Grade 5/Unit 4/Lesson 16/T45*  
Grade 5/Unit 4/Lesson 18/T195* 
Grade 5/ Unit 6/Lesson 29/T177 
 
*For easy reference, see lessons 
attached.  
 

Phonics 23 Concepts and specific words taught during 
advanced phonics lessons are found in the 
complex texts in the Student Book and Student 
Magazine. 

See Grade 5 Table of Contents for the 
anchor texts and the paired selections.  
Leveled Readers are available on 
thinkcentral.com.   
 
Cold Reads allow students to apply 
advanced phonics strategies to 
unfamiliar connected text, these are 
available on thinkcentral.com.   
 
The following are examples of where 
students apply these skills in 
connected text.     
Grade 5/Unit 1/Lesson 4/T277 
Grade 5/Unit 2/Lesson 7/T125* 
Grade 5/Unit 2/Lesson 14/T277* 
Grade 5/Unit 4/Lesson 16/T45* 
Grade 5/Unit 4/Lesson 18/T195* 
Grade 5/Unit 6/Lesson 29/T177 
 
*For easy reference, see lessons 
attached.  



 

 

 

 
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Indiana Journeys Common Core 

Decoding Skills-Grade 5 
Comparison of Phonics Lessons in Journeys ©2012 to Journeys ©2014 

Lesson Number Decoding Skills ©2012  
(fully approved for adoption) 

Decoding Skills ©2014 
(approved with reservations) 

1 VCV Syllable Pattern <both open & closed> VCV Syllable Pattern <both open & closed> 

2 Vowel Sounds in VCV Syllable Patterns <both open & closed> Vowel Sounds in VCV Syllable Patterns <both open & closed> 

3 VCCV Pattern  VCCV Pattern  

4 Digraphs in Multisyllable Words  Digraphs in Multisyllable Words  

5 Stressed and Unstressed Syllables  Stressed and Unstressed Syllables  

6 Common Beginning Syllables  Common Beginning Syllables  

7 Vowel + /r/ Sounds  Vowel + /r/ Sounds  

8 Homophones  Homophones  

9 Compound Words  Compound Words  

10 Recognizing Schwa + /r/ Sounds Recognizing Schwa + /r/ Sounds 

11 Vowel Sounds in Stressed Syllables <in the VCCV Pattern> Vowel Sounds in Stressed Syllables <in the VCCV Pattern> 

12 Open and Closed Syllables: VCV Pattern <Review> Open and Closed Syllables: VCV Pattern <Review> 

13 Recognizing Initial and Medial Digraphs <in the VCCCV Pattern>  Recognizing Initial and Medial Digraphs <in the VCCCV Pattern>  

14 VV Syllable Pattern  VV Syllable Pattern  

15 Vowel + /l/ Sounds in Unstressed Final Syllable Vowel + /l/ Sounds in Unstressed Final Syllable 

16 Word Parts and Inflectional Endings  Word Parts and Inflectional Endings  

17 Recognizing Common Word Parts Recognizing Common Word Parts 

18 Recognizing Suffixes Recognizing Suffixes 

19 More Common Suffixes  More Common Suffixes  

20 Stress in Three-Syllable Words  Stress in Three-Syllable Words  



 

 

 
 
 
 

21 Common Final Syllables Common Final Syllables 

22 More Final Syllables More Final Syllables 

23 Unstressed Syllables Unstressed Syllables 

24 Simple Prefixes Simple Prefixes 

25 Consonant Alternations Consonant Alternations 

26 Prefixes and Word Roots Prefixes and Word Roots 

27 More Familiar Suffixes More Familiar Suffixes 

28 Greek Word Roots Greek Word Roots 

29 Latin Word Roots Latin Word Roots 

30 Identifying VCV, VCCV, and VCCCV Syllable Patterns <Review> Identifying VCV, VCCV, and VCCCV Syllable Patterns <Review> 

  L7/T125 – one sentence added to ©2014 to better show student demonstration 

 L14/T277 – two bullets added to ©2014 to better show student demonstration 

 L16/T45 – two bullets added to ©2014 to better show student demonstration 

 L18/T195 – one sentence added to ©2014 to better show student demonstration 

 
 




























