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Ensuring that care and education is comprehensive and coordinated for all children from birth through age 8 is
critical. To achieve the best outcomes, all programs and services for children need to work in unison to
support development from the early years through the early grades. Research shows that creating a more
comprehensive, coordinated approach — one that starts with programs to improve parenting for infants and
toddlers and continues through prekindergarten and elementary school programs — could substantially
improve child outcomes.' Unfortunately, families currently experience a patchwork of disjointed services that
are difficult to access and coordinate.

Communication and data sharing among programs is inconsistent, with parents often serving as the
only linkage between health care, child care and education services. For example, when a child
moves from a child-care setting to kindergarten, there is often little information sharing between
early care providers and the school system, making the transition particularly problematic.

Percentage of 3rd Graders Who Are on Track in Each Developmental Area by Income and Race

Inorder to be suceessful in school and in life, children must meet mil in a range of devel &l areas. But a new analysis
shows that by age 8, most children in the United States are not on track in cognitive knowledge and skills, and many lag in the
areas of social and emotional growth, physical well-being and engagement in school.
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