
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

       

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

     

 

 

 

To: Superintendents, Principals, Program Administrators, and Non-Public School Officials 

From: Andrew Mazur, Ombudsman/Federal Grants Specialist 

Date: Tuesday, April 21, 2020 

Subject: Equitable Services Spring Consultation Partnered with CARES Act Consultation 

In January 2020, the Title Grants and Support Division (TGS) released a Consolidated 
Affirmation of Consultation Form (CACF) for Local Educational Agencies (LEAs) to use with 
Non-Public Schools (NPSs), which also included a Letter of Intent to be sent in early spring to 
each NPS to begin the consultation process. 

Due to COVID-19 and recent school closures, face-to-face Spring Consultations which 
traditionally begin in early April and last until mid-June, will shift from a physical face-to-face 
meeting to a virtual consultation via phone call, video-conferencing, or a combination of both. 
We know LEAs and NPSs will work diligently to ensure and maintain the essence of Spring 
Consultation, which should be timely, meaningful and on-going, even more so now than ever. 

A few weeks ago, the CACF was updated to include a clause about a district specific Non-Public 
School complaint policy as well as a clause and section dedicated to CARES Act Funding. It can 
be found here, under the Initial Consultation Meeting tab. 

The updated CACF includes an Introductory Letter with Explanation of Title Programs and 
CARES Act, Letter of Intent to be completed by the NPS, accompanied by two additional forms if 
declining services, as well as the Affirmation of Consultation Checklist and Signatures Page to be 
completed after Spring Consultation. 

If you have not established contact with your NPSs with regards to Equitable Services, IDOE 
suggests using this recently updated CACF, as it includes a editable Letter of Intent. It also fully 
discusses Equitable Services under Title Services and Section 18003 of CARES Act funding. 

If you have already established contact regarding Title Equitable Services, each LEA will also 
need to reach out to their respective NPSs to consult on CARES Act funding. The IDOE has 
drafted a letter, which can be found here, to assist in reaching out. 

In addition to obtaining signatures for Affirmation of Consultation for Title services, an LEA 
must also obtain signatures for CARES Act funding, as these two streams of funding are 

https://www.doe.in.gov/grants/equitable-services-consultation
https://www.doe.in.gov/grants/equitable-services-consultation
https://www.doe.in.gov/grants/cares-act-indiana-non-public-school-resources
https://www.doe.in.gov/grants/cares-act-indiana-non-public-school-resources


 
 

  

   

   

 

 

  

   

  

   

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

   
    

    

 

separate and need verification of consultation. An LEA may obtain these signatures 
electronically, if need be. Please use the updated CACF when obtaining signatures. 

Furthermore, IDOE’s Title Grants and Support Department, released a CARES Act FAQ on April 
7, 2020, which pertains to funding for both LEAs and NPSs. CARES Act funding is NOT tied to 
Title I allowable activities. The U.S. Department of Education has listed 12 allowable activities 
within Section 18003 that specifically focus on preparing and supporting schools during and 
after COVID-19, with no link to student outcomes or objectives. 

Under the CARES Act, each LEA must reach out to the NPSs in which they regularly consult, 
even if Equitable Services have been declined in the past. Reminder: a NPS does not have to 
accept Title Equitable Services in order to receive CARES Act funding. 

If you haven’t established initial contact, guidance suggests combining the request for 
consultation to include Title Equitable Services as well as CARES Act funding. We suggest doing 
what works best at the local level. Starting the process over again is also an option. 

As a reminder, this information is subject to change as final guidance and information is 
released by the USDE. IDOE is releasing this information so LEAs can begin their work in 
anticipation of these funds and the steps needed to participate. 

Lastly, if an LEA does not serve a particular set of schools with Title I funds due to selected 
grade bands, poverty levels, etc., CARES Act funding is not available via the LEA to that specific 
NPS. Therefore, the NPS will have to contact IDOE for further support. 

If you have any questions, please contact the Title Grants and Support Division for further 
assistance. 

Sincerely, 
Andrew M. Mazur 
Ombudsman/Title Grants Specialist 
Indiana Department of Education 
(317) 232-9150 / AMazur@doe.in.gov 

https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/grants/cares-act-guidance.pdf
mailto:AMazur@doe.in.gov

