Subject:� Language Arts����������������������������������������������� Grade:� Twelve
Standard:� #4:� Writing Process
Key Concept:� Students will structure ideas and arguments in a sustained and persuasive way and support them with precise and relevant examples.
Generalization:� Students have read Macbeth.� Today they are working in groups on organizing thoughts around a thesis in order to create an outline for writing a persuasive essay.
Background:� The format of the persuasive essay has been covered in class.� Students also have worked on thesis statements and know when a statement leads to a report format as opposed to a thesis that guides critical analysis.� Today's outline assignment builds on these previous lessons concerning persuasive writing.� Each student comes to the lesson with a thesis and outline based on a chosen interest area.
This lesson is tiered in content according to interest.� 
Tier I:� Students Interested in Setting 
����������� These students are interested in the historical setting of Scotland and the aspects of the land that allow the incidents in the play to take place.� They developed individual thesis statements that they believe reflect the impact that setting has on action in the play.� This initial meeting in the working interest group is focused on sharing individual thesis statements and assessing them for strength of wording and focus of thought.� An additional task is to share ideas for three major points that support the thesis.� Textual evidence for each point is essential for a persuasive essay on a literary theme.� Discussion concerning points and support can be done in working groups of 4 productively in a class period.� The shared interest in a content area helps students to organize their own individual essay as they think through their outline.� An outline that focuses on a stated thesis is due from each student at the end of the class period.� 
Tier II:� Students Interested in Characterization
����������� These students are primarily interested in characterization as the vehicle for allowing the incidents to transpire in the play.� Their focus is on characters and Shakespeare's unique combination of types to convey meaning in the play.� This initial meeting of the group is focused on sharing individual thesis statements and assessing them for strength of wording and focus of thought.� An additional task is to share ideas for three major points that support the thesis.� Textual evidence for each point is essential for a persuasive essay on a literary theme.� Discussion concerning points and support can be done in working groups of 4 productively in a class period.� The shared interest in a content area helps students to organize their own individual essay as they think through their outline.� An outline that focuses on a stated thesis is due from each student at the end of the class period.
Tier III:� Students Interested in Shakespeare's Use of Supernatural Elements
����������� These students are primarily interested in how supernatural elements occur in the play to direct the actions of characters and plot.� As in the other groups, they have worked on thesis statements that reflect their focused thought and direct their argument.� They are meeting in their interest group of 4 people to review individual thesis statements and respond to the strength of wording and thought in continuing a persuasive argument.� Their next task is to respond to each other's three points in support of the thesis and the text chosen to give evidence of each point.� An outline that focuses on the stated thesis and delineates the points and text is due at the end of the class period from each student.
Assessment:� These groups are focused on prewriting tasks.� Each group is created from the student's stated interest in the content.� The task at hand is to respond and review thesis statements and outlines.� These are due at the end of the class period.� Since groups are always important for response tasks, the outlines should be word-processed, but the student can write revisions on them (based on group members' suggestions) to turn in at the end of the period.
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