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•When?

•Effective 2019-2020 School Year

•Why?

•Law Applies to Public and Charter Schools

•SEA 217 and SPED

• IDOE’s Role

Background



Specifics

Universal Screeners 
for K-2

Reading Specialist 
in Dyslexia

Instructional 
Approaches

Notifications and 
Services ReportingIDEA & Article 7 

NOT Altered



Indiana’s Dyslexia Definition

• From House Enrolled Act 1108

• Definition Taken From the International Dyslexia Association’s

• Deficits…That is Often Unexpected in Relation to Other 

Cognitive Abilities

• It MAY Require Special Education Services



IDOE Responsibilities

Screener
Training 
Program

Awareness & 
Professional 
Development

Resource 
Guide



Screeners

The Screeners Will Gather Information On The Six Subset Areas:
• Phonological and Phonemic Awareness

• Alphabet Knowledge

• Sound Symbol Relationship

• Decoding Skills

• Rapid Naming Skills

• Encoding Skills



Screeners

Who is Screened:
• Students K-2 are Universally Screened Annually in ALL Areas.

• Tested Every Year, Regardless of Previous Year’s Results.

• No Specific Testing Window.

• Students in grade 3-12 MAY be Screened if Teacher Notices a Deficit.

• Draft guidance documents for Special Education and English Language learners



Screeners

Three Levels of Screeners:
• Universal Screener - Predictive Measure

• Level I Screener Process- Informal Diagnostic Screener

• Level II Screener - Battery Norm-Referenced Assessments

• Anyone Who Is Trained On The Screener Protocol May Give The Universal, 

Level I, Or Level II Screener.



Overview

Note: Full size document is available 

on the IDOE Dyslexia website



Screener Decision Flowchart



Screener Decision Flowchart



Screener Decision Flowchart



Screener Decision Flowchart



Training and Professional Awareness

Two Levels:

• Authorized Reading Specialist Trained in Dyslexia-
Focused Training

• Professional Awareness Training for all Teachers-Broad 
Understanding



Authorized Reading Specialist Trained in Dyslexia

Qualifications For Position: 
• Must Successfully Complete An IDOE Approved Dyslexia Training 

Program
• Enrolled In Or Completed During 2019-2020 School Year
• No Other Advanced Degree Required
• May Be A Current Or New Employee
• Previous Training May Already Count!



Authorized Reading Specialist Trained in Dyslexia

Qualifications For Position Continued: 
• One Per School Corporation, Charter School, Or Co-op Regardless Of 

Size
• Partner With A Service Provider
• Up To School What This Role Looks Like
• May Be Only Job Or An Additional Role
• Example Of Position



Training Programs

• Training Programs Must Meet All 
Requirements of SEA 217

• High Quality
• Trainers Experience
• Time and Cost
• Waiver Process



Professional Awareness

• Offered to ALL Educators in the State
• Common Understanding of Dyslexia
• Offered in Person or Online
• Informational Documents
• Resource Guide



Intervention

Local Control Decision: 

Not Endorsing a Single Product or Approach



Intervention
Recommended Approaches For The Dyslexia Intervention:
• It Is Explicit, Direction Instruction That Is Systematic, Sequential, And 

Cumulative.

• Follow A Logical Path Of Presenting Alphabetic Principles

• Target Specific Needs Of The Student Without Presuming Prior Skills Or 

Knowledge.

• Instruction Is Individualized To Meet The Specific Needs Of The Student.

• Complete In A Setting That Maximizes Student Engagement.



Intervention
Recommended Approaches For Dyslexia Intervention Continued:
• Instruction That Is Meaning Based. 

• Instruction Has Purposeful Reading And Writing With Emphasis On 

Comprehension And Composition, And The Building Blocks Of Each.

• Instruction Incorporates The Simultaneous Use Of Two Or More Sensory 

Pathways During Teacher’s Presentation And Student Practices.

• Other Instructional Approaches As Needed.



Intervention

Questions To Ask About Your Intervention:
• Does This Intervention Work Within The RTI Model?

• Does The Intervention Use As Many Of The Recommended 

Instructional Approaches As Possible?

• What Is The Source Of Instructional Materials? 

• What Is The Cost For Your School And Per Student?



Intervention

Questions To Ask About Your Intervention:
• What Material Is Covered?

• How Will Progress Be Tracked?

• Who Will Lead The Intervention?

• Time Available For The Intervention?

• Is Additional Training Needed?



Reporting

Reading Plan
• Number of Students Who were Administered an Initial Dyslexia Screening 

During the School Year.

• Number of Students Determined to be at Risk or at Some Risk for Dyslexia.

• Reading Plans are Reported to the IDOE Annually.



Reporting

School’s Internet Web Site:
• The Dyslexia Intervention Program Used During the Previous 

School Year.

• The Number of Students Who Received Dyslexia Intervention 

during the Previous School Year.

• The Total Number of Students Identified with Dyslexia During the 

Previous School Year.



SEA 217 and Special Education

• SEA 217 is NOT a Special Education Law

• Dyslexia will NOT be a New Eligibility Category on an IEP

• Schools are NOT Diagnosing Dyslexia - Characteristics Definitive of the Disorder

• Universal Screener Does NOT Require a Parent Signature

• Level I and Level II Screener DOES Require a Parent Notification

• State Recommends Written Consent from Parents

• Conversation Level 1-vs- Full Education Evaluation

• Interventions Provided Regardless, Based on Data Collected



SEA 217 and Special Education

• Continued Conversation With Parents On Student Progress

• Dyslexia Screening Cannot Delay Or Deny Evaluation Under Article 7

• During RTI Process, Still Not Making Progress In Tier 3? Make Referral 

For Special Education.

• Student Already Receiving Special Education Services-will Screener 

Deliver New Data?



SEA 217 and Special Education

• Student Has Outside Diagnosis From A Doctor Or Psychologist

• Schools Are NOT Diagnosing Dyslexia - Characteristics Definitive Of The 

Disorder

• Dyslexia May Be Referenced In An IEP

• In The IEP, Schools May Phrase Information In The IEP As

“A Doctor’s Note States That The Student Has Dyslexia. The School Data 

Indicates The Presence Of A Specific Learning Disability That Are Definitive Of 

Dyslexia. The Student Has Deficits In” 

• Then State Which Of The Six Areas The Student Has Deficits 



Questions From the Field

High 
Interest in 
the Law

Questions 
From All 
Levels



Funding

How Might Schools Pay 
For These Screeners And 

Interventions?



Contact Information

Joseph Risch, M.A. BCBA
Reading Specialist with Training in Dyslexia
(317) 234-5597 
jrisch1@doe.in.gov



Information for Educators

https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/assessment/india
na-educator-brochure.pdf

Indiana’s ILearn Assessment
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