
 
 
To:    Superintendents,   District   McKinney   Vento   Liaisons,   and   District   Foster   POCs  
From:     Gina   Woodward ,   IDOE   Homeless   Educa�on   Specialist;    Jeff   Wi�man    IDOE   School   Social   Work  
and   Foster   Youth   Specialist  
Subject:    2019-2020   All   LEA   Monitoring   for   Procedural   Compliance   -   Mckinney   Vento   /   Foster   Care   
 
In   order   to   more   adequately   support   our   homeless   and   foster   youth   in   Indiana   schools,   a   report   on   homeless   and  
foster-impacted   youth   and   plans   for   remediation   of   negative   outcomes   were   presented   to   and   approved   by   the  
Indiana   State   Board   of   Education   in   2019.   These   plans   review   local   and   national   data   and   guide   state-wide  
intervention   planning   to   address   the   on-going   need   to   improve   educational   outcomes   for   these   very   high-needs  
student   populations.    As   McKinney-Vento   Liaisons   and   Foster   Care   Points-of-Contact   (POCs)   within   Indiana  
local   education   agencies   (LEAs),   you   are   charged   with   the   coordination   of   support   for   all   students   identified   as  
eligible   under   federal   law.   
 
McKinney-Vento/Homeless :   In   an   effort   to   improve   the   identification   of   all   homeless   students   enrolled   in  
Indiana   LEAs   in   alignment   with    state   remediation   plan   goals    and   federal   requirements   under   the   Every   Student  
Succeeds   Acts   (ESSA),   IDOE   will   be   requiring   all   LEAs   (traditional   public   schools   and   public   charters)   to  
submit   their   local   policies   and   procedures   for   the   identification   of   students   who   qualify   for   support   under  
McKinney-Vento   and   Title   I,   A.   
 
Foster   Care :    ESSA   identifies   children   in   foster   care   as   having   significant   barriers   to   educational   success   as  
compared   to   their   peers   not   in   foster   care.    Therefore,   ESSA   established   requirements   to   promote   educational  
stability   for   foster   youth   as   a   priority.    A   key   component   to   ensuring   education   stability   is   the   collaborative  
between   the   LEA   and   the   State   Child   Welfare   Agency   (DCS)   known   as   the   best   interest   determination   process.  
Once   it   is   determined   which   school   placement   affords   a   foster   youth   the   best   opportunity   for   success,  
transportation   and   enrollment   barriers   will   be   removed.    Clear   Written   Transportation   Plans   are   required   of   all  
LEAs   to   articulate   how   the   transportation   of   foster   youth   will   be   provided,   arranged,   and   funded.   
 
The   monitoring   requirement   consists   of   a   single   submission   and   is   required   to   be   completed   by   all   LEAs    who  
have   not   participated   in   the   2019-2020   federal   grants   desktop   monitoring   process .   Evidence   of   each   indicator  
referenced   below    must   be   submitted   on   or   before   March   6    using   the   Jotform   link    here .   
 
 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/11K9N9LBbtFfYvjWGQT2EN3JQVIWEW4RQOu6CcC9wWyI/edit?usp=sharing
https://form.jotform.com/200094382968967


 

Indicator   1 :  
McKinney-Vento   Housing   Questionnaire:  
Provide   evidence   that   the   housing   questionnaire   is  
administered   each   year   to   all   students   and   the  
appropriate   actions   are   taken   in   notifying   the  
district’s   homeless   liaison   to   identify   students   and  
families   living   in   homeless   situations.  
  
The   housing   questionnaire   will   be   administered   for  
all   students   every   year,   regardless   of   whether   the  
child   is   enrolled   in   a   school   that   receives  
McKinney-Vento   funding.  
  
Title   I,   Section:   1112  

Submit   the   following   evidence   from   the   LEA:  
 
1)    Housing   Questionnaire  
One   copy   of   the   LEA’s   housing   questionnaire,   and  
  
2)    Method   of   Administration  
A   brief   narrative   describing   the   method   of  
administering   the   housing   questionnaire,   including  
to   whom,   by   whom,   and   when   it   is   administered.  
Please   include   a   brief   description   of   the   follow-up  
steps   taken   after   reviewing   the   results   of   the  
housing   questionnaire,   including   how   the   LEA  
homeless   liaison   responds   to   indicators   of  
homelessness.  

Indicator   2:  
Foster   Transportation   Plan  
Provide   evidence   that   a   written   transportation   plan  
and   procedures   are   in   place   to   ensure   that  
children   in   foster   care   receive   transportation   to  
their   school   of   origin.  
  
100%   of   LEAs   will   maintain   a   written   plan,  
regardless   of   whether   students   in   foster   care   are  
currently   enrolled.  
  
Title   I,   Section:   1112  

Submit   the   following   evidence   from   the   LEA:  
  
1)    Foster   Transportation   Plan  
One   copy   of   the   LEA’s   written   transportation   plan  
and   procedures,   and  
 
2)   Method   of   Administration  
A   brief   narrative   describing   the   method   of   carrying  
out   the   plan   and   procedures.   Please   include   a  
brief   description   of   the   follow-up   steps   taken   when  
a   student   in   foster   care   is   identified   as   needing  
transportation   to   their   school   of   origin.  

 
 
 
If   you   have   any   questions,   please   do   not   hesitate   to   let   us   know.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Gina   Woodward Jeff   Wittman  
IDOE   Homeless   Ed   Specialist IDOE   School   Social   Work   and   Foster   Youth   Specialist  
317-232-9189 317-234-5704  
Gwoodward1@DOE.in.gov JWittman@DOE.in.gov   
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