Document Access and Accommodations for Online Learning
Document accommodations that will need to be implemented in the event of online
learning in the students' IEPs, private school plans and 504 Plans.

Complete and Annually Review Considerations of Special Factors
(Communication Plan) for Students who are Deaf and Hard of Hearing

Include documentation in the student’s educational plan in accordance with 511 IAC
7-42-6 (c)-(4).

Ensure Materials are Accessible

Both visual and auditory access needs to be considered for all online instruction and
materials. Quality captions, transcripts, visual access to speakers, and/or sign language
interpretation should be incorporated based on individual student needs.

Be Proactive in Creating/Selecting Content

Content curation should consider the needs of diverse learners. Teachers may not have
a student who is deaf or hard of hearing in their classroom every year, however,
best-practice would be to ensure materials are accessible regardless of whether or not a
student is presently enrolled in a teacher’s class.

Provide Access to all Assistive Technology
Students who require Hearing Assistive Technology (HAT) such as DM, FM or Bluetooth
systems as well as AAC should have access to these systems for online learning.

Partner with Access/Service Providers

Connect with the student’s sign language interpreter/access provider or service
provider(s) in advance of content sessions to ensure the student can log in to learning
management systems, video conferencing, and all platforms used for online instruction.
Coordinate with access providers to provide interpreted class recordings or transcripts.
Develop protocols for live video sessions.

Check in with Students
Periodically check with students to solicit feedback regarding access.


https://www.in.gov/isdh/files/Consideration%20of%20Special%20Factors.pdf

1 Use Universal Design for Learning (UDL) Principles
Offer multiple modes for instruction and given options for practice and demonstration of
mastery.

L Develop Turn-Taking and Discussion Flow
Develop and share a turn-taking protocol at the initiation of content sessions online. This
protocol should prioritize visual attention-getting strategies, such as raising a hand and
using the chat box or other similar built-in platform features.

[ Be Prepared for Technical Issues
Determine how to provide lecture notes, slides, and other resources to students and
access providers to review content before and after class. Hold trial sessions in advance
of content sessions to ensure accessibility and visual/auditory features are functionally
meeting students’ needs (e.g., use of functional listening evaluation, record online
content to incorporate accessible features).

Created in collaboration with the Center for Deaf and Hard of Hearing Education.
Contact the Center for further assistance and resources.
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Document modified from the National Deaf Center (NDC) Checklist for Teaching Deaf Students Online



https://www.in.gov/isdh/25883.htm
http://cdhhe.blogspot.com/p/center-staff.html
https://www.nationaldeafcenter.org/sites/default/files/asset/document/Checklist_TeachingDeafStudents%20%282%29.pdf

