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SUMMARY 
June 19, 2015 Meeting  

Indiana State Advisory Council (SAC) 
 on the Education of Children with Disabilities 

Central Indiana Education Service Center 
Indianapolis, IN 

Present 
Council Members:   (Yes/No) 
  
Tiffany Ball, parent representative N 
Sirilla Blackmon, Division of Mental Health & Addiction, FSSA N 
Keith Briner, Indiana State Department of Health N 
Rich Burden, Council Chair, IN*SOURCE and parent representative Y 
Michael Dalrymple, Indiana School for the Blind and Visually Impaired N 
Kim Dodson, ARC of Indiana Y 
Gina Fleming, Archdiocese of Indianapolis N 
Melaina Gant, Department of Child Services N 
Carol Guess, parent representative N 
James Hammond III, Indiana Assoc of Rehabilitation Facilities/INARF Y 
Kylee Hope, Division of Disability & Rehabilitation Services, FSSA N 
Jan Huffman, parent representative Y 
Latha Joseph, Indianapolis Public Schools N 
Lisa Kovacs, Hands & Voices International and parent representative  Y 
Jodi Logman, community representative N 
John Nally, Indiana Department of Corrections Y 
Danny O’Neill, parent representative N 
Patty Reed, About Special Kids and parent representative N 
Dr. Sharon Johnson-Shirley, Lake Ridge Schools Y 
Kristi Tesmer, parent representative Y 
Dr. George Van Horn, Bartholomew Consolidated School Corporation Y 
Lucy Witte, Indiana School for the Deaf Board  Y 
Dr. Pam Wright, Indiana Department of Education Y 
 

Also Present: 
Becky Reed, IDOE 
 

 

Call to Order 
Chair Rich Burden called the meeting to order at 9:35 a. m.  Eleven of twenty-three members were present. 
 
 

Informational Items 
In response to State Director of Special Education Pam Wright’s request, council members shared their thoughts 
about the future of Special Education in Indiana and their vision for how best to serve students in years to come. 
To promote better instructional practices and outcomes for all students, members’ comments touched on the 
need for increased supports for students’ mental health needs; changes to higher education curriculum/teacher 
preparatory  programs to better prepare K-12 educators to reach all students in the least restrictive 
environments;  increased natural supports to help schools, teachers and families help students reach their goals, 
including better communication with and training for parents; changes in education funding; expanded 
opportunities for students to receive career and technical education and training as well as expanded diploma 
options; eliminate the distinctions and stigmas separating “special” education from “general” education. Pam 
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Wright advised that she intends to continue this type of conversation in future meetings. SAC Chair Rich Burden 
and Pam plan to begin the next meeting with a discussion about roles of the council and its members. 
 
 

Included with the agenda and materials for the June 19, 2015 meeting was a proposed calendar for 2016 council 
meetings. In response to suggestions at the April meeting, there was discussion about approving 2016 dates 
now and to set an 18-month SAC meeting schedule extending through the end of the coming calendar year.  The 
calendar will be voted on at the next SAC meeting. 
 
Pam Wright reported that Indiana Department of Education has not yet received the U.S. DOE’s determination 
of the state’s compliance with Part B requirements. She also presented Part B compliance indicator updates 
regarding Indiana schools’ provision of instruction in the Least Restrictive Environment and disproportionate 
representation of specific groups among certain districts’ special education student populations. Pam noted the 
“Disproportionality Summit” held in June and the upcoming new Special Education Director Training scheduled 
for July. Pam also updated the council on the OSE’s efforts to improve post school outcomes for students with 
disabilities and looking into barriers presented to students who earn a certificate of completion rather than a 
high school diploma. Currently, a statewide group is advising Vocational Rehabilitation. OSE representatives met 
with the leaders of this group to propose broadening their work to look at Transition as a whole. The hope is the 
group can focus on the barriers to successful transition after high school and recommend changes in policy and 
practice. Pam acknowledged council members’ comments, suggestions and requests to contribute to this work. 
She also discussed efforts to explore how virtual schools address the needs of special education students. 
 
SAC Legislative Committee Chair Kim Dodson gave an update on recent education legislation. Kim provided a 
handout describing education bills that have been signed into law by the Governor following the close of the 
latest legislative session.  
 
Kim Dodson encouraged all SAC members to respond to the Indiana High School Diploma Survey using the link 
provided in the DOE Dialogue forwarded to all council members on June 9, 2015. She reported that The ARC of 
Indiana also plans to send out a survey on this topic. Following further discussion about the role of the SAC in 
providing feedback to the Superintendent of Public Instruction regarding the diploma survey, George Van Horn 
suggested that, in its advisory role to the Office of Special Education, it would be appropriate for the SAC to 
share its input with State Special Education Director Pam Wright who can, in turn, advise the Superintendent.  
After hearing council comments and discussion, Pam said she will seek additional clarification regarding the 
intended outcomes of the state-level committee that recently studied Indiana’s high school diploma options. 
 
Kim Dodson gave an update on the work of the State Seclusion and Restraint Commission, advising where to 
access model plans and current information. She noted that feedback has been positive and parents indicate 
they feel much more aware of the issues. Questions remain regarding what level of accountability measures are 
needed for schools and whether any additional changes are needed? There are also costs of training and work to 
be done to find free training through local experts. 
 
 
Action Items 
Due to a lack of quorum, the council could not vote on the 2 action items included on the agenda. 
 
 
Council Member Reports and Concerns 
Those present voiced their concerns about the problem with absenteeism at meeting. Members also expressed 
frustration that despite IDOE’s routine meeting reminders, the SAC continues to experience difficulties 
convening a quorum.  In the future, council members asked to be notified a few days prior to the meeting as to 
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whether a quorum was expected.  Dr. Wright and the chair affirmed that they will hold meetings whether a 
quorum was expected or not. 
 
 
Public Comments 
There were none. 
 
 
Date of Next Council Meeting:  September 4, 2015 
Please note:  the SAC meeting schedule is posted online at:  http://www.doe.in.gov/specialed/state-advisory-
council. Beginning with the council’s September 2015 meeting, the agenda for the upcoming SAC meeting will 
be posted at the council’s web page approximately two weeks prior to the meeting. SAC meeting summaries 
continue to be archived at the aforementioned SAC web page following their approval of the council. 
 
 
Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 12:20 p.m. 

http://www.doe.in.gov/specialed/state-advisory-council
http://www.doe.in.gov/specialed/state-advisory-council


As of June 19, 2015, this is the remainder of the council’s previously approved 2015 meeting schedule: 

Friday, September 4, 2015  
 
Friday, November 13, 2015 

 

Proposed 2016 SAC meeting dates (based on recent SAC member poll): 

Thursday, March 10, 2016 

Thursday, June 9, 2016 

Thursday, September 8, 2016 

Thursday, November 10, 2016 

 

















 

 

 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Indiana State Board of Education 
FROM:  Dr. Pamela Wright, Director of Special Education 
DATE:  April 28, 2015 
SUBJECT: April 1, 2015 Special Education Child Count 
 
Indiana Code 20-43-4-4 provides that the State Board of Education shall monitor changes that occur in the 
number of students enrolled in programs for children with disabilities and shall make an adjusted count before 
December 2 and before April 2 of the same school year.  The chart below shows the numbers of students by 
eligibility category, reported in the December 2014 and April 2015 special education child counts, as well as the 
increase or decrease in the number of students reported in each category. 
 

UNDUPLICATED STATE TOTALS (AGES 5B-22) DEC 1 AND APRIL 1 DOE-SE AND DOE-SV CHILD COUNTS 

Exceptionality Category December 1 Count April 1 Count Difference 

Multiple Disability 2,085  2,059  (26) 

Orthopedic Impairment 1,463  1,455  (8) 

Blind or Low Vision 995  995  0  

Deaf or Hard of Hearing 2,196  2,215  19  

Emotional Disability - FT 6,352  6,516  164  

Emotional Disability - All Other 6,394  6,451  57  

Specific Learning Disability 54,788  55,922  1,134  

Language/Speech Impairment 34,730  33,098  (1,632) 

Mild Cognitive Disability 10,700  10,670  (30) 

Moderate Cognitive Disability 3,712  3,751  39  

Severe Cognitive Disability 455  483  28  

Deaf -Blind 26  23  (3) 

Autism Spectrum Disorder 14,179  14,410  231  

Traumatic Brain Injury 460  459  (1) 

Other Health Impairment 19,727  20,394  667  

Total Unduplicated Count 158,262  158,901  639  

    STATE TOTAL (AGES 3-5A) PRESCHOOL DECEMBER 1 AND APRIL 1 DOE-SE 

  December 1 Count April 1 Count Difference 

Total Preschool Count 12,613 14,346 1,733 
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