Measurement of Complexity for Nonfiction 
(Template) 

Text Title: 										Genre:

Quantitative Measure(s): 



Qualitative Considerations: 
How much background knowledge is necessary to understand the text? 
(Consider content-specific knowledge and references/allusions to other works)



How clear are the purpose, point of view, and central idea of the text? 
(Consider if they are explicitly stated or implicit)



How is the text structured? 
(Consider if is a familiar structure [e.g., chronological] or a more complex structure that may be unfamiliar to students at this level)



What are the language features of the text? 
(Consider if the language used is mostly literal or figurative, clear or abstract, familiar/contemporary or archaic/jargon) 



How are illustrations/graphics (if included) used? 
(Consider if the illustrations/graphics add clarification or add to the complexity)



Holistically, this text should be considered:  ACCESSIBLE    MODERATELY COMPLEX    HIGHLY COMPLEX 
for grade ____________
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(Sample Analysis) 


Text Title: The Voice that Challenged a Nation: Marian Anderson and the Struggle for Equal Rights by Russell Freedman 										
Genre: Biography 

Quantitative Measure(s): 1180 - Grades 6-8 (925-1185) Grades 9-10 (1050-1335)


Qualitative Considerations: 
How much background knowledge is necessary to understand the text? 
(Consider content-specific knowledge and references/allusions to other works)
· Some background of the Civil Rights Movement is helpful in understanding the challenges faced by Marian Anderson and the importance of her impact on the country

How clear are the purpose, point of view, and central idea of the text? 
(Consider if they are explicitly stated or implicit)
· The purpose and central idea of the text are clear but somewhat complex. This is a biography of Marian Anderson that illustrates her musical career, social struggles she faced, and her impact on the Civil Rights Movement. In addition to being about Marian Anderson, it is also a story of the United States during the Civil Rights Movement. 

How is the text structured? 
(Consider if is a familiar structure [e.g., chronological] or a more complex structure that may be unfamiliar to students at this level)
· The structure is common of biographies and should be familiar to students. 

What are the language features of the text? 
(Consider if the language used is mostly literal or figurative, clear or abstract, familiar/contemporary or archaic/jargon) 
· The language is largely literal and clear but contains extensive academic vocabulary. 


How are illustrations/graphics (if included) used? 
(Consider if the illustrations/graphics add clarification or add to the complexity)
· Photos are used but not necessary to understanding 


Holistically, this text should be considered:  ACCESSIBLE    MODERATELY COMPLEX    HIGHLY COMPLEX 
for grade 6-8 span and 9-10 span


Lexile: https://lexile.com/book/details/9780547480343/
Resource tool located at: http://achievethecore.org/search?q=text+complexity 

