Dear Parent,

It is with deep regret that I inform you that ___________, a second grader from Mrs._______  class, died from complications of leukemia.  The treatment for this form of blood cancer made it difficult for ________ to fight infection and he ultimately died from an infection that his body could not fight.  His family shared that (release only the facts and details that the family has given permission to share).   We are all profoundly saddened by his death.

We have shared this information with your children today and had discussions with all of the students in their homeroom.  Guidance counselors, school social workers, teachers and other support staff have been and will continue to be, available to students, teachers and parents.  Please contact the school if you have any questions or concerns.

As a parent, you may want to talk to your child about death because it impacts each person in different ways.  How children will react will depend on the relationship they had with the person who died, their age, and their prior experience with death.

Your child may:

· Appear unaffected

· Ask questions about the death repeatedly

· Be angry or aggressive

· Be withdrawn or moody

· Be sad or depressed

· Become afraid

· Have difficulty sleeping or eating.

We suggest that you listen to your children.  If they want to talk, answer their questions simply, honestly and be prepared to answer the same questions repeatedly.

(Optional)  A Parent Information Night is planned for (date, time and place).  At that time, we can talk further about how to help children in grief.

(Optional)  The (name of school and place) will be open for students to gather and receive support from guidance counselors, school social workers and other support staff from (the time that the building will be open).

Our thoughts are with the (family name).

Sincerely,

(Note:  You may want to add a section on what types of services will be offered and let parents know that interventions (debriefings, one-to-one) will be provided unless you hear differently from the parent.

