			

· The Elementary and Secondary Education Act was reauthorized in 2001 as No Child Left Behind (NCLB). Title I, Part A is under the umbrella of NCLB and is the largest single program of federal aid for elementary and secondary education and allocates funds to more than 90 percent of the nation’s school districts.  The purpose of Title I, Part A is to ensure that all children have a fair and equal opportunity to obtain a high-quality education and reach at a minimum, proficiency on challenging State academic achievement standards and assessments (ISTEP+). Title I funds provide additional academic support and learning opportunities to help at-risk students meet state standards in core academic subjects. For example, funds support extra instruction in reading and mathematics, as well as preschool, after-school, and summer programs to extend and reinforce the regular school curriculum.

· The federal funds of Title I, Part A are currently allocated through four formulas that are based on census poverty estimates. Districts target the Title I funds they receive to schools with the highest percentages of children from low-income families using the free and reduced lunch percentages.

· There are two types of Title I programs, Targeted Assisted (TAS) or Schoolwide (SWP). Title I schools with percentages of low income students of at least 40 percent and after undergoing a year of planning, may use Title I funds, along with other Federal, State, and local funds, to operate a "schoolwide program" to upgrade the instructional program for the whole school. Title I schools with less than 40 percent low income students or that choose not to operate a schoolwide program offer a "targeted assistance program" in which the school identifies students who are failing, or most at risk of failing, to meet the State's academic achievement standards. Both schoolwide and targeted assistance programs must use instructional strategies based on scientifically based research.

· New reporting provisions added by the NCLB Act offers parents important insight into their children’s education, the professional qualifications of their teachers, and the quality of the schools they attend.  Title I, Part A provides for parental involvement at every level of the program, such as in the development and implementation of the State and local plan, and in carrying out the district and school improvement provisions.  

· Under Title I, districts are required to provide services for eligible nonpublic school students. NCLB requires a participating district to provide eligible children attending nonpublic elementary and secondary schools, their teachers, and their families with Title I services or other benefits that are equitable to those provided to eligible public school children, their teachers, and their families. These services must be developed in consultation with officials of the nonpublic schools. 
Resources:
http://www.doe.in.gov/titlei
Learning Connection – IDOE-Title I Learning Connection Community 
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