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Information about the School Quality Review

     In 1999, the Indiana General Assembly enacted Public Law 221 (P.L. 221) which serves as Indiana’s accountability model for schools and districts.  In response to the accountability process, the State Board of Education developed a requirement that schools in year four of probationary or “F” status participate in the School Quality Review process to assist with identifying priorities for school improvement.
     The goal of the School Quality Review is to identify the school’s strengths and areas needing immediate improvement.  Reviewers examined school data and survey information, observed every classroom, interviewed stakeholder groups and interviewed every staff member with standardized questions to identify areas for reinforcement or correction.  Additionally, reviewers worked collaboratively before, during, and after the on-site visit to review and prepare findings.  Schools were directed to include first priorities in their School Improvement Plans.
     To provide reliable and high-quality feedback to the schools, a rigorous training process was followed for all review team members. Reviewers reviewed survey and school data information before the on-site visit.  Interview questions were also selected before the visit and were revised as necessary throughout the visit to allow the reviewers to obtain reliable and verifiable feedback.
     In preparing the School Quality Review Report, the reviewers used the Quality School Review Rubric Indicators and Rubric to indicate progress on the 8 Federal Turnaround Principles for Priority Schools. The Turnaround Principles have been identified by the US Department of Education (USED) as being critical to the success of turning around a struggling school.  The reviewers examined evidence provided by the school leadership team as well as school data to make determinations of highly effective, effective, improvement necessary or ineffective for each of the indicators for the turnaround principles.  After reviewing the rubric ratings, the review team designated, “First Priorities” based on the areas needing to be addressed first in school improvement planning. While many ineffective areas may be discussed in the report, the team wanted to prioritize improvement areas and assist the school in identifying next steps for immediate action.  
     Indiana Department of Education Outreach staff will continue to monitor and support educators with implementing first priorities in School Improvement and Student Achievement Plans in all year four schools to ensure the review team’s findings and recommendations are implemented with fidelity.
