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Title I School Accountability
Indiana recently received a NCLB waiver which will allow the state to replace AYP with the state’s accountability model (PL 221).  As a byproduct of this merger, some components of the old AYP metrics will remain for Title I schools.  The most significant change is that schools will no longer receive a Made or Did Not Make (adequate yearly progress) designation.  Instead, Title I schools can receive one of four special designations tied to state intervention while non-title I schools will only receive an overall grade tied to the state’s traditional state intervention model.  Here are the Title I special designations and how a school may be identified as such:

Reward School
1. How are Title I schools identified as a Reward School?

a. The school receives an overall grade of an ‘A’ for two consecutive years

b. The school ranks in the top 25% of schools in terms of high growth in both English and Math (denoted by meeting all high growth targets for a school’s overall grade calculation and not meeting the low growth targets) 

c. The school ranks in the top 25% of schools in terms of proficiency rate improvement in both English and Math (denoted by meeting all growth bonus targets for a school’s overall grade calculation)

2. Will the Reward School designation be retroactive and when will it go into effect?

a. No.  Only schools that are identified as a Reward School due to growth/improvement will classified as such in 2012.  Only beginning in 2013 will schools be designated as a Reward Schools due to receiving an ‘A’ in two consecutive years.

Focus Targeted School
1. How are Title I schools identified as a Focus Targeted School?

a. Any ESEA subgroup receives a grade of ‘D’ or ‘F’

b. Any ESEA subgroup fails to meet the proficiency target

c. Any ESEA subgroup receives a grade that is two or more letter grades below the overall grade for the school

d. The bottom 25% subgroup does not improve by at least one letter grade from the 2012 baseline grade (in 2014-15 this increases to two letter grades above the 2012 baseline)
2. What are the ESEA subgroups?

a. The ESEA subgroups are: Overall, Asian, Black, Hispanic, White, Free or Reduced Price Meals, Limited English Proficient Students, and Special Education Students

b. In order for a school to be assessed a grade and have a proficiency target set for an ESEA subgroup, the subgroup must have at least 30 students.

3. How are the proficiency targets set?

a. Using the 2012 as a baseline, each ESEA will have to improve their grade by one letter grade by 2015.  The proficiency targets are then set based on the necessary proficiency rate improvement an ESEA subgroup at a school would need to show in order to meet the 2015 letter grade improvement (this translates into roughly a ten percentage point increase).  

b. EXAMPLE:  If School XYZ has an Asian subgroup that received a letter grade of a ‘C’ and was 71% proficient in Math 2012, the school would be expected to improve by 9 percentage points by 2015 (the amount of proficiency rate improvement to receive a ‘B’ grade) with the targets set based on the necessary average yearly growth to hit 80% proficient by 2015.  So School XYZ would need to by 74% proficient in 2013, 77% in 2014, and 80% in 2015 in order to avoid being classified as a Focus Targeted School.

4. How does the bottom 25% subgroup work?

a. Each school has a bottom 25% subgroup.  This subgroup is based on the previous year’s ISTEP+ proficiency and encompasses the lowest 25% of all students in each grade level at the school.

b. Starting with the 2011-12 PL 221 grades, each school’s bottom 25% will also be awarded a grade using the same model used to determine the overall grade.  Each school will then be required to improve the grade of the bottom 25% subgroup by 2015 with each year (beginning in 2013) that the school fails to do so resulting in the school being designated as a Focus Targeted School (this is also true for the ESEA subgroup grades).

c. EXAMPLE:  School XYZ has a bottom 25% subgroup that received an ‘F’ in 2012.  The school must then get the bottom 25% subgroup to receive a ‘D’ or better in 2013, 2014, and 2015 or be designated as Focus Targeted School in the years they failed to do so.

d. There are no proficiency targets for the bottom 25% subgroup

5. How long will a school remain Focus Targeted for and how does a school exit this designation?

a. If a school is classified as Focus Targeted due to the performance (proficiency or grade) of one or more ESEA subgroups, then the school will remain a Focus Targeted School until each of the ESEA subgroups meets the yearly proficiency targets, receives a grade of a ‘C’ or higher, and is no worse than one letter grade below the overall grade for the school. 

b. If a school is classified as Focus Targeted due to the performance (grade) of the bottom 25% subgroup, then the school will remain a Focus Targeted School until the bottom 25% subgroup improves at least one letter grade from the 2012 baseline grade. 

6. When does this go into effect?

a. ESEA subgroup grades can result in a school being Focus Targeted beginning in 2012.

b. ESEA subgroups will begin receiving proficiency targets in 2013.

c. Schools can begin being classified as Focus Targeted due to their bottom 25% subgroup starting in 2013.

Focus School
1. How are Title I schools identified as a Focus School?

a. The school receives an overall grade of an ‘D’

b. The school has a graduation rate of less than 60% for two consecutive years

i. In order to be categorized as a Focus School due to a low graduation rate, a school must have at least 30 students in the graduation cohort.

2. How can a school exit the Focus School designation?

a. The school has to receive an overall grade of ‘C’ or better for two consecutive years

b. The school has to be identified as a Reward School
c. The school becomes a Priority School (which carries more extensive intervention)

3. Will the Focus School designation be retroactive?

a. No – only schools that receive a ‘D’ as their letter grade for the 2011-2012 school year will be designated as Focus schools

4. When does this go into effect?

a. Beginning with the 2011-12 PL 221 grades
Priority School
1. How are Title I schools identified as a Priority School?

a. The school receives an overall grade of an ‘F’
b. The school receives an overall grade of a ‘D’ for two consecutive year or a combination of ‘D’ or ‘F’ grades for two consecutive years.

2. How can a school exit the Priority School designation?
a. The school has to receive an overall grade of ‘C’ or better for two consecutive years

b. The school has to be identified as a Reward School
3. Will the Priority School designation be retroactive?
a. Any school that received an ‘A’, ‘B’, ‘C’, or ‘D’ as their official 2011 PL 221 grade will not begin 2012 under an improvement plan.
b. Any school that received an ‘F’ as their official 2011 PL 221 grade will continue their improvement status in 2012 unless the school receives a grade of a ‘D’ or better as their 2012 PL 221 grade.

4. When does this go into effect?

a. Beginning with the 2011-12 PL 221 grades
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